CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following are the minutes of the Council Meeting that was held on Tuesday, 20th July 2010 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 7.48pm.
PRESENT:

Councillors:
G J Jackson, I R Williams, D Collier, S Games A M D'Anna,               

A Jeremiah, D L Thomas, R Dykes and the Mayor, V P Games.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr J Burson.
.
IN ATTENDANCE: Two members of the public and Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

None
PREVIOUS MEETING

4154
It was proposed by Cllr Collier, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the minutes of the 15th June 2010 be signed as a true record of that which took place.

MATTERS ARISING from the previous meeting.

4155
(4145) Crickhowell in Bloom Rose Bowl
The replacement Glan Nant Rose Bowl was purchased for £91.89 and is in the possession of the Clerk.  
(4148) Fairtrade Crickhowell
Cllr Jackson said that the welsh translation of "We are a Fairtrade Town" that he reported at last months meeting was wrong as there is a female mutation of the word "Masnach" to Fasnach, so it should read "Rydym Yn Dref Fasnach Deg".  Cllr Jackson said that he had informed the Clerk and the Fairtrade foundation.
(4150) Picnic Table for Recreation Ground
Cllr D'Anna said that he had not yet ordered the Picnic Table from Abergavenny Timber as he had spoken to Mal who said the he was unable to install the table with a ground anchor as he did not have a generator to drill it into the concrete.  The Chairman said that Cllr Dykes' husband had volunteered to install it and Cllr Williams volunteered to assist, therefore Cllr D'Anna was given the go ahead to order the table.  The Clerk reported that a drawing had been received from a Mr Downey for a more permanent picnic table, this was circulated around the table and Cllr`s Williams and D'Anna agreed to meet with Mr Downey to discuss it further.
CORRESPONDENCE 
4156
1.
Rosie Whitfield - Landscape Design Service.


Circulate.
2.
One Voice Wales National Training Programme for Councils in Wales.


Cllr's VP Games and  A Jeremiah to atttend.

Cllr S Games left at 8.07pm.

3.
MB Property Maintenance Quote for Maintenance of Castle Grounds.


On a proposal from Cllr Jackson, seconded by Cllr Williams, the quote of 
£1150 was accepted for the maintenance work required in the Castle 
Recreations grounds.

4.
Welsh Assembly Government - Local Authority Byelaws in Wales Consultation. 










        Circulate.
5.
Ombudsman Annual Report 2009/10.



        Circulate.
6.
One Voice Wales Area Committee Agenda 2nd July.       Cllr VP Games attended.
7.
Crickhowell & District Civic Society - CC letter to Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency 
re Double Yellow lines outside CRiC Building.

Previously Circulated.
8.
Mrs Hindmarsh re Crickhowell in Bloom.

This letter from Mrs Hindmarsh was previously circulated and was in 
respect of the lack of interest to participate in the Wales in Bloom 
competition.  It was 
agreed to reply to Mrs Hindmarsh stating that the 
Crickhowell in Bloom committee have researched all aspects of a watering 
system and that the Committee are disappointed that the towns traders did 
not take up the hanging baskets this year as they are unable to water the 
baskets themselves.
9.
Crickhowell & District Civic Society re Crickhowell in Bloom.                   Copy Mrs 






      Hindmarsh reply to Civic Society.
10.
Lyn Harris re Application for Casual Vacancy.



On a proposal from Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr D'Anna it was 
unanimously agreed to co-opt Lyn Harris to Council at the next Full 
Council meeting in September.
11.
PCC reply re Fingerpost sign, High Street, Crickhowell.
           Cllr VP Games 




  agreed to meet with Jo Lancey regarding this sign.
12.
Powys Play Strategy.






        Circulate.
13.
Cllr M Lloyd - Resignation from Council.



Cllr D'Anna proposed that Council write to Margaret Lloyd to accept with 
regret 
her resignation from Council and added that it was a sad loss, this 
was seconded by Cllr Jackson and unanimously agreed.
14.
John Cook, Chief Executive BBNPA re Community Councils Visit. 

Noted.
15.
PCC Elections Officer re Casual Vacancy.


Previously Circulated.
16.
Abergavenny Citizens Advice Bureau - Invitation to attend AGM 27th July.


Unfortunately no Councillors were available to attend the AGM, Cllr 
Jackson mentioned that there is a notice on New Road opposite the 
school and suggested that Council write to ask that this be taken down.  
Agreed.

17.
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales - Review of the Electoral 

Arrangements for the County of Powys.


This document suggests some significant changes to the five local 
Councils, it was agreed to circulate the document separately and 
members noted that it is an agenda item for the Five Councils meeting on 
the 22nd July.
18.
Alun Trevor - The Songbird is Singing.


    

 Noted.
19.
SLCC Branch Meeting Agenda 21 July.




 Noted.
20.
Bronwen Bermingham - Internal Auditor Report & Invoice.
     

This report was previously circulated to all members prior to the meeting 
and accepted by Council.
21.
Cwmdu & District CC - Five Councils Agenda 22nd July 2010 7.30pm.
 Noted.

22.
Black Mountain - CC of letter to PCC re Market Hall.
      

 Noted.
23.
Pete Downey, Design for Vandal Proof Bench and Table for Castle Grounds.







Previously discussed under Matters Arising.
24.
PCC re LDP Delivery Agreement & Affordable Housing SPG.
        Circulate.
25.
Brecknock Access Group - Invitation to attend future meetings.


Unfortunately no members were available to attend these meetings as 
they commence at 11am.
26.
Crickhowell District Archive Centre Exhibition 20th and 21st August.

Noted.
27.
1st Crickhowell and Llangattock Scout group - request for funding towards Scout 
Hall.

       It was agreed to forward the Scout group a draft request form.
28.
BBNPA re Local Development Plan.



Previously Circulated.

Donation Requests:

1.
Brecon Advice Centre.


2.
Shelter Cymru


Circulars:


1.
The Clerk (SLCC Magazine).


2.
Clerks & Councils Direct.


3.
LCR (Nalc Magazine).
ACCOUNTS
4157
On a proposal by Cllr VP Games, seconded by Cllr D'Anna, Council approved the finances for July and August.
Members authorised payment of the following:
HM Revenue & Customs, 
(July)





£346.04


Mr M Lewis   
(July Salary)






£774.48

Mrs J Pritchard   (July Salary) 





£788.11

Office £35, Postage £15.17, B.Band £5, (July)



£  55.17 

Webbs (Miracle Gro, Chain Oil, Mower Wheel)



£  24.98


Dell (Laptop & Printer)






£578.97

The Old Railway Line Nursery (CIB Baskets, Tubs etc)

£849.96

Bronwen Bermingham (Internal Auditor)




£  49.60

Members authorised payment of the following:

HM Revenue & Customs, 
(August)




£345.84


Mr M Lewis   
(August Salary)





£774.68

Mrs J Pritchard   (August Salary) 





£788.11

Office £35, Telephone £45, Postage £10.00 (est), B.Band £5, (August)
£  95.00 

CWRT Y GOLLEN
4158
The Clerk had printed off the BBNPA decision of refusal from the BBNPA website along with a letter from the Agent for Crickhowell Estates which stated that they are to appeal against the decision.  Cllr Jacksons comments had previously been circulated with the agenda for this meeting and Cllr VP Games said that he disagreed with some of his comments regarding Geoff Powell's involvement and said that he too had attended many of the earlier BBNPA meetings regarding Crickhowell Estates plans.  Cllr VP Games went on to say that County Councillor Morris will be attending the Five Councils Liaison Meeting later in the week where Cwrt Y Gollen is on the agenda and suggested that members attend to listen to an update from him there.  Cllr Jackson said that this Council was not properly informed on this and should have had a special meeting to find out the answers to many questions.  Cllr Thomas said that he disagreed as this Council has been fully informed on the development which is not in this Councils patch and in that of the Vale of Grwyney CC, and that this Council has discussed in depth the impact this development would have on Crickhowell therefore he could not see what could be achieved by doing anything now.  Cllr D'Anna said that this Council undertook a lot of work to keep up with this application and took a slightly different position to that of the Vale of Grwyney CC, he went on to suggest that the Planning Research Panel should be utilised to keep a watching brief on this and report back to Full Council and perhaps a sub committee should be set up with the Vale of Grwyney CC.  Cllr Jeremiah said that as this Council made its position clear on this planning application, the BBNPA should of informed this Council of the decision and any further updates.  It was resolved that all information could be shared at the forthcoming Five Councils Liaison Meeting and a joint committee set up to share information between each Council.
A SHARED COMMUNITY MODEL CHARTER
4159
Councillor VP Games said that this had been flagged up at the One Voice Wales meeting and said that a response is needed by their October meeting for this Welsh Assembly Document which wants Community Councils to work in partnership with County.  An electronic copy had been emailed to all members and it was resolved that this be an Agenda item for the September meeting so that a response can be formulated in time for the next One Voice Wales area meeting in October.
BBNPA LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
4160
An emailed letter from the BBNPA's Rachel Willis, Strategy & Policy Officer For Chris Morgan was received late that afternoon which said that no formal consultation would take place over the summer, sufficient notice of the start of the deposit consultation period would be given and the Planning Aid Training will be organised to take place within the deposit period and all Councils will be given due notice of these.

THE USE OF EMAIL FOR COUNCIL BUSINESS
4161

The Chairman said that he was not happy with the amount of emails that bombarded the Clerk regarding Cwrt Y Gollen and said that debate was being carried out outside of the Council Chamber.  Cllr Jeremiah said that any Councillor can discuss any subject or any aspect of Council business with whoever he or she chooses at any time and in any context and continued that this freedom is enshrined in the 1972 local Government Act (for Councillors) and in the European Convention on Human Rights where it is defined as: the individual right to come together with other individuals and collectively express, promote, pursue and defend common interests.  Cllr Thomas said that he has mentioned before that all emails should be classed as correspondence and recorded on the agenda and that members shouldn’t be trying to conduct business between meetings. Cllr D'Anna said that this Council needs to establish an agreed protocol on emails.  Cllr Dykes commented that all correspondence is made to Councillors personnel email addresses and thought that when a Councillor is co-opted to Council they should have a separate address for Council business.  Cllr Thomas proposed that all correspondence that is emailed out for information should be placed in a zip file and sent out with the agenda each month,  Cllr Jeremiah replied that she liked receiving the correspondence as and when but did agree that all members should have a separate email address for Council business.  It was unanimously resolved on a proposal from Cllr Dykes, seconded by Cllr Jackson that all members would set up a separate email address for Council business.
CRICKHOWELL IN BLOOM
4162
The report of the Crickhowell in Bloom meeting which was held on the 8th July 2010, previously circulated, was received and accepted as a true record.

ANY OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS

4163
· BBNP Local Access Forum, 10th June  - Cllr VP Games
· One Voice Wales, 2nd July - Cllr VP Games
· Clarence Hall, 19th July - Cllr I R Williams

Copies of the above reports have been circulated to all Councillors and kept on 
file.


The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.23pm.
Signature of Mayor………………………………..      Date………….…….……2010 
Cllr VP Games
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