CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following are the minutes of the Council Meeting that was held on Tuesday, 16th March 2010 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 8.00pm.

ACCESS ISSUES PRESENTATION

Cllr Thomas began by stating that his presentation was an overview of some of the things that people have spoken to him about in the street and presented a slideshow of photographs from around the town highlighting some of the problems incurred by people with disabilities.  Cllr Thomas had previously conducted a tour of the town with Councillors Lloyd and S Games and a member of the Brecknock Access Group which had proved to be very interesting and highlighted problems such as some of the kerbs and tactile surfaces which have been laid wrongly.   Some of the photographs highlighted the uneven pavements, signposts which have been erected in the middle of pavements and the many A frame signs along the pavements.  Cllr Thomas read out seven proposals which included this Council writing to Powys County Council asking them to conduct a survey with a view to them laying new kerbing and pavement throughout the town. Discussion took place where Cllr Powell said that he would resist anything that would change the character of the town and Mr Grenfell (visitor) asked that the town's traders be involved in all discussions prior to any decisions being made.  
PRESENT:

Councillors:
V P Games, G J Jackson, S J Bailey, A Jeremiah, I R Williams, 


D L Thomas, M L Lloyd, D Collier, G R Powell and the             


Mayor, A M D'Anna.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr J Burson.
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

None.
PREVIOUS MEETING

4107
It was proposed by Cllr VP Games, seconded by Cllr Williams and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the minutes of the 16th February 2010 be signed as a true record of that which took place.

MATTERS ARISING from the previous meeting.

4108
(4102) Correspondence Item 5, Tenovus, Awareness Day

Cllr Jeremiah said that she had intended to go to the awareness day but due to the snow and bad weather she was unable too attend and sent her apologies.

(4105) Crickhowell Access Issues

Following his earlier presentation Cllr Thomas proposed that he email all Councillors the key points to his presentation with a view to formulating proper proposals at the April Council Meeting, Cllr D'Anna added an amendment to this stating that this Council also keep all of the towns stakeholders informed of any proposals, this was seconded by Cllr Games and unanimously agreed.

CORRESPONDENCE 
4109
1. 
Jessica Bailey re British Schools Exploring Society trip to the Arctic.  Passed to









               Finance Committee.

2.
Crickhowell & District Civic Society re Closure of Chestnuts nursing home.  









Previously Circulated.        

3.
CRiC re Community Membership.



Previously Circulated.

4.
PCC - Report on Winter Services.



                   Circulate.

5.
One Voice Wales re membership for 2010-11.

On a proposal from Cllr VP Games, seconded by Cllr Williams it was unanimously agreed to renew this membership.

6.
One Voice Wales re Area Committee meeting 5th March.  Cllr Games attended, 








         report will be circulated.

7.
Dyfed Powys Police re rearranged Community Consultative Mtng.  Previously 










      Circulated.        

8.
Powys Teaching Health Board re Stakeholder Workshop 12th April.  Cllr VP 









       Games to attend.

9.
SLCC Cemetery Management Course Booking Confirmation.  Cllr Games & 









           Clerk to attend.

10.
R George Davies & Co Solicitors re Cemetery Wall.         Passed to Burial Board.

11.
Dyfed Powys Police re Consultation & Finalised Accounts 08/09.

Cllr Jackson to collate submissions from Councillors and return to Dyfed Powys Police.

12.
Rural Housing Enabler - Event Invitation 15th April.

   Cllr Bailey to attend.

13.
Training for Councillors, 15th March County Hall, Cwmbran.
Previously Circulated.

14.
SLCC Branch Meeting Agenda 20 March 2010.



 Noted.

15.
Rachel Curran, Bilcare G.C.S, - Invitation of Mayor to Bilcare Launch.

Cllr D'Anna said that he had attended the launch and purchased a picture of Crickhowell Bridge to present to the companies overseas director.  Members discussed whether this purchase should come out of the Mayors Expenses and it was agreed to discuss it at the forthcoming finance meeting.  Cllr Jackson congratulated Cllr D'Anna on a job well done.
16.
Mr R Grenfell re Crickhowell Lights. 




      
This letter was previously circulated prior to the meeting and asked that Council look into the ownership of the monument for insurance purposes when putting up this year's Christmas lights.  Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Cllr Jackson that this be an Agenda item for next months meeting, this was seconded by Cllr Powell and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk was instructed to find out the cost of insurance should Council decide to adopt the monument.

17.
Centregreat Limited re Festive Lighting 2010.

      
This was previously circulated prior to the meeting and it was agreed to make Christmas Lighting in Crickhowell an Agenda item for April/May time and to involve Mr Ray Grenfell.
18.
PCC reply re Railings at Crickhowell Cricket Ground
Previously Circulated.
19.
Jackie Trotman, Breconshire Brownies.



The local brownies would like to take over a Castle as part of their centenary celebrations and asked permission to use Castle Grounds, however not much information was given about their plans so the Clerk was instructed to find out more.
20.
PCC Last ever Low Level Radiation Monitoring Scheme Readings.
Noted & File.
21.
BBNPA re the Green Valleys Communities Action Day 27th March.
     Previously 












    Circulated.
22.
Stephan Butcher, PCC re Cricket Ground Railings.

          Previously Circulated.
Donation Requests:
1.
Powys Domestic Abuse Forum.

2.
Hafan Cymru.
Circulars:

1.
The Clerk (SLCC Magazine).

2.
Clerks and Councils Direct.

3.
Local Council Review (Nalc Magazine).

ACCOUNTS

4110

On a proposal by Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr Jackson, Council approved the finances for March.
Members authorised payment of the following:

HM Revenue & Customs, 
(March)




£562.04

Mr M Lewis   
(March Salary)





£774.68


Mr M Lewis (5% of Salary in lieu of Pension)



£427.15

Mrs J Pritchard   (March Salary) 





£788.11

Mrs J Pritchard (5% of Salary in lieu of Pension)


£436.70

Office £35, Postage £10.53, B.Band £5. (March )



£  50.53

One Voice Wales Membership





£250.00

P & P Pest Control







£  76.38

Viking Direct








£  78.67

Cllr VP Games (Travelling Expenses)




£  18.03

Webbs 








£  30.00

SLCC (Cemetery Management Course J Pritchard & VP Games)

£223.25
Members noted receipt of the folllowing:
Mr R Bevan (Interment: Ludlow H69)




£180.00
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT - REVIEW OF COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES REGULATIONS

4111

Cllr Thomas circulated this consultation form with his suggested comments, Council went through the questions one by one and made some amendments.  Cllr Thomas then proposed that the form be completed and returned with the amendments, this was seconded by Cllr Williams and unanimously agreed.
ANGLING SOCIETY LEASE OF THE GARN

4112

Following last months meeting where the Angling Society asked permision to place a memorial bench at the Garn it was agreed to look into the lease of the Garn this month.  The Clerk informed members that the latest peppercorn rent was due in January but has not been paid.  Council discussed whether this piece of land should be leased again or not.  Cllr Bailey thought that it should not be leased out so that the children of Crickhowell can sit on the river bank and fish the towns water.  Cllr Powell said that the Bridgend Inn would be interested in leasing it and thought that this would be a good idea for visitors to be able to buy day passes, following further discussion Cllr Lloyd proposed that Council do not lease out the Garn again at this present time and put this on next months agenda, this was seconded by Cllr Williams and unanimously agreed.
CASTLE GROUNDS ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
4113
Cllr Games had taken the advertisement for the design of a sculptural park bench into the Abergavenny Chronicle as discussed at last months meeting for them to run as a feature but the photograph was not clear enough so a new photograph had to be submitted.  Cllr D'Anna said that he had looked into applying for a grant from PAVO of which grants up to £4500 are available.  However, this grant scheme is not available to statutory bodies, therefore it must be community lead so the Council would not be able to take the lead on it.  A heated debate took place over whether or not Arts Alive or Crickhowell 21 could take the lead which ended in Cllr Powell offering his resignation and leaving the meeting at 9.50pm.  
WATERING PROGRAMME FOR TRADERS HANGING BASKETS

4114

The Clerk explained that there is no watering programme this year and without one the traders will not want to purchase hanging baskets.  Builth Wells have a system where a mobile bowser is used and Council was asked if they would be willing to purchase a similar bowser for Crickhowell.  The Clerk was asked to find out some costs for discussion at next months meeting.
Cllr Jackson left the meeting at 9.55pm.
CRICKHOWELL IN BLOOM
4115
The report of the Crickhowell in Bloom meeting which was held on the              18th February 2010, previously circulated, was received and accepted as a true record.

ANY OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS

4116
· Primary School Governors - Cllr Jeremiah
· BBNPA, Eastern Area Advisory Forum, 23rd February - Cllr VP Games
· One Voice Wales, Area Meeting, 5th March  - Cllr VP Games

The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.58pm.

Signature of Mayor………………………………..      Date………….…….……2010
Cllr A M D'Anna
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