CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following is a report of the Planning Meeting which was held on the                   21st September 2010 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 7pm.

Cllr Sue Shaw, Vale of Grwyney Community Council - Update on Cwrt Y Gollen Development Appeal
Cllr David Collier, Deputy Mayor, took the chair in the Mayors absence and welcomed everyone to the meeting, he introduced Cllr Sue Shaw and asked her to commence her presentation.  Cllr Shaw began by reminding Councillors that the planning application 09/03405/OUT for the redevelopment of the former army camp at Cwrt Y Gollen was considered and refused by the BBNPA on the 8th June and the developer has now gone to appeal.  All documents relating to this are available to view at the BBNPA offices in Brecon but Cllr Shaw continued the BBNPA have sent the Vale of Grwyney copies of the documents which she said Crickhowell Town Council could have a look at.  The planning inspectorate require 3 copies of any comments on the appeal to be made to them by the 7th October, all original documents of recommendations regarding the application have been sent to the inspectorate and the public enquiry which could be held in the Clarence Hall in Crickhowell, could be set for the 15th February 2011 and could last for 8 days.  Cllr Shaw told members that if Crickhowell Town Council wished to speak at the public enquiry they had to let the inspectorate know beforehand.
The Vale of Grwyney CC used a planning consultant for the planning application and will be using the same consultant again as it has gone to appeal for advice to take part in the appeal. Cllr Shaw said that she believed that Powys County Council are instructing a Barrister to represent them in the appeal as is The Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales.  Cllr Shaw went on to say that the Vale of Grwyney CC would appreciate any help and support that Crickhowell Town Council could give them and suggested pooling resources, financial or otherwise to work together.  This concluded her update and she invited questions from the floor.  Cllr Williams asked whether the Vale of Grwyney CC were 100% against any development as it is a brown field site.  Cllr Shaw replied that yes they are 100% against any development as to allow a small amount of houses to be built would open the door for more development and that as part of the BBNPA LDP deposit plan the strategy team have suggested that the site goes back to open countryside.  Cllr Thomas asked if this was the whole of the site, to which Cllr Shaw replied yes and that there are Boundary Changes in the deposit plan which will come out in the next couple of months.
Before she left Cllr Jackson thanked Cllr Shaw for her attendance and update and said that they were very fortunate to have her on the case.  Cllr Shaw then left the meeting.

PC Keane - Local Neighbourhood Police

PC Keane reported that the local neighbourhood policing team have made parking issues a priority within the town recently and have been more vigorous in their enforcement of the one hour waiting in the High Street and Beaufort Street, he said that this has caused a few concerns, some for and some against and so far in September approximately 10 tickets have been issued for waiting over the hour.  This enforcement is time consuming but frees up spaces in the town and has reduced the double parking.  From April Powys County Council will be taking over with their own traffic wardens and fines etc will be issued by them.  Cllr Collier asked about residents permits which would have to come from PCC and PC Keane went on to say that the car park is very safe with only the odd criminal incident occurring.  PC Keane concluded with a report of one significant crime which was the break in of the Garage on New Road which was linked to a series of 4 crimes which are being detected, PC Keane asked that any concerns can be relayed through Cllr Jackson who is the nominated Police Liaison Officer for the Council and Cllr Collier thanked PC Keane for his briefing before he left the meeting.
Cllr Collier opened the Planning Meeting at 7.26pm
PRESENT:

Councillors:   G J Jackson, J Burson, D L Thomas, I R Williams, D Collier, 


A M D'Anna, R Dykes, S Games. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr V P Games and Cllr A Jeremiah. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Lyn Harris, 4 members of the public, 




County Councillor John Morris and Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

None.
PREVIOUS MEETING
2117
It was proposed by Cllr D'Anna, seconded by Cllr Jackson and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the report of the Planning meeting held on the      17th August 2010 be signed as a true record of that which took place. 

MATTERS ARISING from August meeting: 
2118
(2116) Market Hall

Cllr Jackson reported that work on the Market Hall was proceeding according to plan and should be completed within the five weeks, they had encountered a problem with loose masonry and were taking every action to get this resolved.
(2116) Lych Gate

Cllr Williams said that he had watched a programme on Lych Gates and reported that Lych means corpse in an ancient language and Lych Gates were built so that bodies could be checked to make sure that they were not being buried inappropriately.  Cllr Jackson said that Council needs this issue to get moving and suggested someone takes the lead to take this forward.  Cllr Dykes said that Powys County Councils legal team were looking into the ownership and could this Council put pressure on them, following further discussion it was proposed by Cllr Jackson that the Clerk write and telephone PCC for an update on their progress, this was seconded by Cllr D'Anna and unanimously agreed.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

2119
10/05352/LBC  &
Refurbishment including rebuild of rear Kitchen with lantern light 10/05351/FUL

in roof, replacement of conservatory with veranda and installation 



of solar hot water panels. 



Herbert Hall, Bridge Street, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1AR.

Cllr Collier and Cllr Jackson had looked at this application and found that the structure actually lies on the boundary wall and there is no gap between that and the neighbour's property as shown in the plans.  The immediate neighbours, Mr & Mrs Wallace believe that there will be a significant impact on them and had serious concerns.  On a proposal from Cllr Williams, seconded by Cllr D'Anna it was agreed that Crickhowell Town Council have no adverse comments to the application but notes the serious concerns of the neighbours which they would like the planning authority to take into consideration, unanimously agreed.
10/05184/FUL

Reconsultation Due to Amendment




Proposed New Dwelling




Land Adjacent to 21 Derwen Fawr, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1DQ

Cllr's Collier and Jackson had looked at this application and made a site visit.  They reported that there is a discrepancy on the plans about there not being a water course within 20 meters of the development which there clearly is and they had visited Mr & Mrs Lock who had written a letter to the BBNPA objecting to the application which included some unfavourable comments about the Town Council. After speaking to the couple, the Councillors had managed to resolve most of their concerns and reported that they had appreciated the visit which had helped them in understanding the process and the Town Council's position.  Cllr Jackson proposed a recommendation of no adverse comments to the proposed plans but record the neighbours concerns and draw attention to the discrepancy regarding the water course, this was seconded by Cllr Williams and unanimously agreed.
PLANNING DECISIONS:

2120
09/04257/LBC
Permission for Conversion and extension of curtilage outbuilding 



of Maescelyn Court at




Maescelyn Court, Brecon Road, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1SF.



CTC considered January 2010 with no adverse comments.

10/05111/FUL
Permission for Erection of single storey garage in garden at 




15 Llanbedr Road, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1BT.




CTC considered July 2010 with several concerns about its 




height. 

Cllr Williams said that the BBNPA have ignored all of the neighbours and this    Council's concerns and this application has been granted with there being no access to the proposed garage.  Cllr Williams continued that apart from letting neighbours know that there is a planning application Councillors are wasting their time as the BBNPA do not take any notice of Councils recommendations and this Council should let the general public know that as a Council they have no authority whatsoever.  Cllr Collier read out some of the conditions which included that the garage could at no time be converted to habitable accommodation and that details of the proposed surface water drainage shall be submitted to and approved by the BBNPA prior to the commencement of the development.  Cllr Jackson proposed that this Council write to the Chairman of the planning department drawing attention to the fact that the authority seems to of ignored the neighbours and this Councils concerns and as a Council we find this extraordinary and ask that he explain himself, this was seconded by Cllr D'Anna and unanimously agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE:
2121

1.  BBNPA re withdrawal of application 10/05138/OUT, 4 Danygrug.     Previously Circulated.
2. BBNPA re Appeal against the refusal of Permission for planning application 09/03405/OUT - the Redevelopment of the former army camp at Cwrt y Gollen for comprehensive mixed use development.


Cllr D'Anna proposed that Council write to the inspectorate stating that this Council wishes to reiterate its previous comments to the planning application enclosing a copy of those comments and give full backing to the Vale of Grwyney CC, this was seconded by Cllr Jackson and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Thomas suggested asking for a copy of the documentation that Sue Shaw offered and asking the BBNPA to justify the change in the LDP.  Following a discussion on offering financial support Cllr Jackson proposed that this Council explores the appointment of a consultant to act on behalf of Crickhowell Town Council up to the value of £1200, this was seconded by Cllr D'Anna, For 7, Against 1.  It was also agreed to make this an agenda item for the October meeting.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
2122
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.15pm.
Signature of Mayor ………………….………………………    Date………………2010
Cllr V P Games
