CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following is a report of the Planning Meeting which was held on the                   18th January 2011 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 7pm.

Dedication of Town Crest
The Mayor welcomed everyone and in the company of special guests invited to mark the occasion asked Mrs Anne Couzens to unveil the Crest, now in its new casing designed and built by Mr David Jeremiah and dedicated in honour of the late Brian Couzens who served 45 years as a Councillor to Crickhowell.  Mr Richard Couzens, son of Brian and Ann, spoke briefly stating that his father loved Crickhowell dearly and thanked the Council for honouring his father in this way.
PRESENT:

Councillors:   G J Jackson, A Jeremiah, A M D'Anna, R Dykes, S Games, D Collier 

  and the Mayor V P Games.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr I R Williams, Cllr J Burson, Cllr E H Harris and 




Cllr D L Thomas.
IN ATTENDANCE:  2 members of the public, County Councillor John Morris and                                  


   Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
John Cook and Chris Morgan, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority.

The Mayor welcomed the two gentlemen to the meeting and asked them to introduce themselves.  They began by saying that the purpose of their visit was to discuss any issues that the Council would like to discuss, they said that they had been invited to a Community Council and found it extremely helpful so decided to ask all Community and Town Council's if they would like them to attend their meetings and so far the take up had been good although not all Councils have taken up the opportunity.   
Cllr Dykes began by stating that she had not been on the Council long but thought that the system for planning applications seemed difficult and the recommendations submitted by Council were not taken into consideration when the decisions are being made and no feedback is given to Council.  Mr Morgan replied that they do not enter into a dialogue with those who make representations to planning applications as they do not have the resources to do so however there is an opportunity to see how the authority has dealt with each application on their website.  However in the future if there is a significant difference between the Councils representation and the decision made they would like to inform Councils of their reasons.  Cllr Collier said that he has attended some of the planning aid workshops but felt that nothing has changed and the authority hasn’t taken any of the points raised on board.  Mr Morgan said that the planning aid workshops were funded by the Welsh Assembly and the authority as part of the Community Council Charter would like to work in partnership with Councils more and said the workshops and Local Development Plan has been a starting point.  He went on to say that Enforcement is under resourced at present with only 2 officers dealing with a very high caseload and they are working in ways for the Wardens and Community Councils to work together on this which is still in very early days.  Cllr Jackson mentioned that Crickhowell is desperately short of affordable homes and homes for the older generation which he would like the authority to take into consideration.  Mr Morgan said that policies in the park may allow for affordable homes instead of open market housing and said that Mid Wales Housing Association are looking into how they can try a different approach on allocation.  Cllr Jeremiah and Cllr V P Games both enquired about solar panels fitted to the affordable homes at the Mynydd Gerdd housing site and was told that the authority are relaxing the rules regarding sustainable additions and if the Town Council would like a tour of the estate then he could arrange that with Melin.  Cllr Collier asked what the authority's position was on the development of larger sites, Mr Morgan replied that at the moment they are still led by the UDP however the LDP may go down a different route.  The two gentlemen concluded that if Council wanted them to return at any time in the future they would be happy to do so and the Mayor thanked them both for giving up their time.
The Mayor then opened the Planning Meeting proper at 7.50pm.

To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

None.
PREVIOUS MEETING
2144
It was proposed by Cllr Jackson, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the report of the Planning meeting which was held on the 15th December 2010 be signed as a true record of that which took place. 

MATTERS ARISING from December meeting: 
2145
None.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

2146
None. 
PLANNING DECISIONS:

2147
10/05711/FUL

Permission for first floor extension over garage at



3 Brookfields, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1DJ




CTC considered November 2010 with no adverse comments.

10/05679/OUT
Permission for New Dwelling on land east of 4 Danygrug (Outline 



Application) at 




4 Danygrug, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1DD




CTC considered November 2010 with the opinion that the 




application contravened the BBNPA's own guidelines.
CWRT Y GOLLEN DEVELOPMENT PLANNING INQUIRY
2148
Cllr D'Anna had circulated his report prior to the meeting.  Cllr Jackson said that it was a very good report, covered everything and suggested that Cllr D'Anna was the best person to represent this Council at the Inquiry.  Cllr D'Anna said that he would like another Councillor with him and Cllr Collier said that he would gladly offer to support Cllr D'Anna with the permission of Council, this was agreed.  Cllr D'Anna said that no more than a 15 minute presentation was required based on real evidence which he thought would be a report of approximately 5 or 6 pages and 20 copies of this report was required.  He said that he needed some history of the flooding issue and photographs of congestion throughout the town, several members volunteered to contribute photographic evidence.  Cllr Jackson proposed that Council accept the recommendations as set out in Cllr D'Anna's report and nominate Cllr D'Anna to co-ordinate and execute the report to the Inquiry in February, this was seconded by      Cllr V P Games and unanimously agreed.
CORRESPONDENCE:
2149
1.
Helen Fry, BBNPA - Email re Extension to LDP Deposit Consultation.  Noted.
2.
The Planning Inspectorate re. appeal by Crickhowell Estates.   Previously 









                   Circulated. 

3.
Cllr A M D'Anna - Planning Research Panel Report. 
  Previously Circulated.
.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
2143
None.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.13pm.
Signature of Mayor ………………….………………………    Date………………2011
Cllr V P Games
