CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following is a report of the Planning Meeting which was held on the                   15th March 2011 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 7pm.

Presentation by Tito Lopez on Flood Awareness Wales Project

The Mayor welcomed Mr Lopez to the meeting and invited him to commence his presentation.  Mr Lopez began by saying that he is employed by Environment Agency Wales and gave some background information on the work the Flood Awareness project have been doing in making the public aware of the flood warning services and the benefits of planning in advance.  They have done this by taking a huge Welly boot on tour around the country, issuing a flood pack door to door and getting households to sign up for the flood warning services and community engagements such as this presentation to Councils.  Mr Lopez had prepared handouts which included a mock Community Flood Plan with maps highlighting the flood zones in Crickhowell.  There are 65 properties at risk of flooding in Crickhowell not all of which have signed up for the flood warnings despite door to door knocking.  Mr Lopez highlighted the flooding of Boscastle in August 2004 and how planning ahead and moving vehicles parked near flooded rivers would of reduced the amount of structural damage caused by these vehicles being swept away and smashing into buildings, he also said that if people had been encouraged to leave their homes early this would of prevented them putting themselves and the emergency services at risk when clambering onto their rooftops to be rescued.  Mr Lopez went on to explain the three stages of flood warnings which begin with a Flood Alert, flooding being possible, then a Flood Warning where flooding is expected and immediate action is required followed by the Severe Flood Warning where there could be a danger to life.  Mr Lopez concluded his power point presentation and answered several questions from Councillors which included a discussion about the drainage problems in Crickhowell and the provision of sandbags and other resources from the National Flood Forum.  Mr Lopez said the next step if Council were interested were for Councillors to complete the Community Flood Plan booklet as shown in his presentation, he also said that he would be happy to arrange a specific flood meeting with all interested parties such as Powys County Council and the local Fire Service so that any specific concerns such as the drainage problems could be addressed, this was agreed and the Mayor thanked Mr Lopez for an excellent presentation.
The Mayor then opened the Planning Meeting proper at 7.55pm.
PRESENT:

Councillors: J Burson, E H Harris G J Jackson, A Jeremiah, A M D'Anna, R Dykes, 

          D L Thomas, S Games, E Parsons, D Collier and the Mayor V P Games.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr I R Williams.
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

Cllr V P Games and Cllr R Dykes on Planning Application 11/06180/FUL, as neighbours to this property.
PREVIOUS MEETING
2159
It was proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Collier and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the report of the Planning Meeting which was held on the 15th February 2011 be signed as a true record of that which took place. 

MATTERS ARISING from February meeting: 
2160
None.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

2161

11/06180/FUL

Proposed loft conversion to include dormer window.





3 Llangenny Lane, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1AN.

Cllr Collier and Cllr Jackson had looked at this application and spoke to neighbours who had no objections, Cllr Collier said that the plans for the conversion of the loft were unobtrusive and in keeping with the area and Cllr Jackson proposed a recommendation of no adverse comments, this was seconded by Cllr Collier and unanimously agreed.
PLANNING DECISIONS:

2162
None.
CORRESPONDENCE:
2163
1.
Rosie Burton, BBNPA - UDP Draft Guidance Note Consultation.  
This letter was circulated to all members prior to the meeting.  Cllr D'Anna said that following on from the Cwrt Y Gollen Inquiry this Council should get serious and be more pro-active regarding Consultations.  Cllr V P Games asked whether Council wanted to respond to this Draft Guidance Note Consultation and Cllr Jeremiah said that she had read it briefly and it seemed to involve shop frontages only.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
2158
Under 15 Welsh Netball Squad

Cllr Jeremiah said that a 14yr old girl from Crickhowell has made the under 15's Welsh Netball squad and asked whether it would be appropriate to send her a letter of congratulations, this was unanimously agreed.

Flood Awareness
Following on from the earlier presentation Council discussed what to do next and it was agreed to have a meeting with the Fire Service to find out if they have a flood plan first before asking Mr Lopez to put together his Specific Flood Meeting with all interested parties.
Planning Application 10/05351/FUL Herbert Hall
Cllr Jackson asked whether there was any information through from the BBNPA about the recent planning application at Herbert Hall, the Clerk reported that she had received no information as yet.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.20pm.
Signature of Mayor ………………….………………………    Date………………2011
Cllr V P Games
