CRICKHOWELL TOWN COUNCIL
The following are the minutes of the Council Meeting that was held on Tuesday, 15th November 2011 in the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre, Crickhowell, commencing at 7.32pm.

PRESENT:

Councillors: V P Games G J Jackson, A M D'Anna, S Games, R Dykes, A Jeremiah,  
         E Parsons, I Kovaleva and the Mayor Cllr D Collier.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr D L Thomas.
IN ATTENDANCE:  County Councillor John Morris and Mrs J Pritchard, Clerk.
To Receive Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda:

None.
PREVIOUS MEETING

4288
It was proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr V P Games and agreed by all those who were present at that meeting that the minutes of the 18th October 2011 be signed as a true record of that which took place.

MATTERS ARISING from the previous meeting (for information only).
4289
(4277) County Council Matters
Cllr Jeremiah reported a faulty light to County Cllr Morris and Cllr Dykes reported that there is now a new grit bin situated on Rectory Road. 
COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

4290
Waste Collection - The new system is in place and the changeover has gone a lot smoother than anticipated, there has been some confusion regarding the assisted collections as householders have to sign a form for a member of the collection team to enter the residents property but this form only has to be signed once. Councillor Morris said that if anyone has any issues regarding the new system to contact him. 

High School Modernisation Programme - This has been good news for Crickhowell with the 13 High Schools in Powys being kept open.  Crickhowell will be one of a Family of schools including Brecon, Gwernyfed and Maesydderwen in the Upper Swansea Valley, who will work together.  Funding for pre-16's will stay as normal coming through PCC, however post 16 funding will come from a Commissioning Body which will be a legal entity separate from PCC.           County Cllr Morris also mentioned that Powys is the only County that does not charge for post 16 transport and this is to continue for the foreseeable future.
Cwrt y Gollen - Following the dismissal of the appeal by Llanover Estates  County Cllr Morris thanked the Town Council for their support.
Zebra Crossing Incident - Cllr Collier asked whether anything could be done at the Zebra Crossing near Webbs following the recent accident.  County Cllr Morris said that he will be attending a Trunk Road Agency meeting next week and suggested that the Council write to them also, he said that the Trunk Road Agency will be reluctant to put traffic lights here as it is a Trunk Road but it does need upgrading.  

Double Parking on Llanbedr Rd - Cllr Dykes asked if there was any possibility of putting double yellow lines near the junction to the A40 as parents are double parking here when collecting their children from School.  Cllr Morris said that he would look into it and would also raise the issue with Jackie Parker, Head Teacher at the school.

Banners near A40/Castle Rd Junction - Cllr Jackson said that he has mentioned this before but local groups advertising banners are obstructing the view and making visibility for drivers difficult whilst using this junction, he also said that there are vans parking on the grassy strip which obscures vision, again County Cllr Morris said that this was Trunk Road Agency territory and that they can take banners down if they come across them.
County Councillor Morris then left the meeting at 7.55pm.

CORRESPONDENCE 
4291
1.
Crickhowell & District Civic Society re Porthmawr Excessive Noise & Danger.









Previously Circulated.

2.
Powys County Council re Annual Council Reporting Framework.          Previously 









      Circulated.
3.
One Voice Wales Area Committee Agenda Friday 11th November.

 Noted.
4.
Cllr David Thomas - Report of Meeting with David Lloyd, Gabb & Co re Lych 
Gate.







              Agenda Item.
5.
CADW - Acknowledgement of Grant Aid Application.

             Noted.
6.
Gareth Price, Powys County Council re Damage to Crickhowell Bridge.  










Previously Circulated.
7.
Mark Jones email re Scouts Community Challenge Award.



Cllr D'Anna reported that he had liaised with Mark Jones and they are 
intending to plant the Daffodil bulbs at Bull Pit Meadow on Sunday 20th 
November.
8.
James Ralph, Crickhowell High School re BMX Course at Glanusk. Previously 










      Circulated.
8a.
James Ralph - Invitation to Councillor to attend Meeting re BMX Course. 


Following a bief discussion Cllr Dykes volunteered to atttend a meeting to 
listen and observe on behalf of the Council if necessary however It was 
agreed that Council could not make any formal commitments  in respect of 
the BMX course and if Cllr Dykes could not attend the Clerk was asked to 
request a report of the meeting and ask that the Council be kept updated 
on any developments.
     


9.
Lieutenancy Office, PCC re Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons.   Previoulsy 










      Circulated.
9a.
The Hon Shan Legge Bourke re Jubilee Beacons.

The above letter was hand delivered to Cllr Collier and highlighted a 
project to light a beacon on the Darren, it was agreed to take this to the 
next Five Council's liaison meeting.
10.
PCC re Town Council Casual Vacancy, Free to Co-opt.


 Noted.
11.
PCC re Town & Community Council Elections 2012.
Previously Circulated.
12.
PCC  - How Fair is Powys Consultation Event.

Previously Circulated.
13.
Dean Mosley - Application for Town Council Vacancy.

  Agenda Item.
14.
Mrs June Hawkins re Zebra Crossing near Webbs.



This letter was discussed earlier on it the meeting with County Councillor 
Morris, Council agreed to write to the Trunk Road Agency asking for the 
zebra crossing to be updated and reply to Mrs Hawkins as well.

15.
Dyfed Powys Police Neighbourhood Management Update. 
Previously Circulated.
16.
David Bennet re Castle Repair Work.


Previously Circulated.
17.
CADW re Grant Application




Previously Circulated.
18.
Mid Wales Housing re Voluntary Board members.

Previously Circulated.

19.
Dyfed Powys Police Consultative Meeting 23rd November.
Previously Circulated.

20.
Civic Society, copy of letter to PCC re High Street Pavements.  Previously Circulated.

Circulars:

1.
The Regenerator (Powys Regeneration Partnership) Newsletter

2.
Play for Wales

3.
Clerks & Council's Direct

4.
The Clerk (SLCC) Magazine

ACCOUNTS
4292
On a proposal by Cllr V P Games, seconded by Cllr Collier, Council approved the finances for November.
Members authorised payment of the following:
HM Revenue & Customs, 
(November)



           £268.17

Mr M Lewis   
(November Salary)





£802.26

Mr M Lewis (Safety Boots from Mountain Warehouse Ltd)

£  91.98

Mrs J Pritchard   (November Salary) 




£815.49

Office £35, Telephone £45, Postage £13.80, B.Band £5, (November)
£  98.80

Webbs (Repair to Mower)






£  27.75

Lewis & Logan Ltd (Empty Skip in Cemetery)



£216.00

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal (Wreath)


£  17.00

Fairtrade Crickhowell (Biscuits for CIB Presentation Evening)

£    5.80
David Bennet,  (Crickhowell Castle Repairs)

          

£575.00
Members noted receipt of the following:
Crickhowell Traders (CIB Hanging Baskets)


         £1,161.00

Llewellyn Hughes Funeral Services (Interment Watkins H77)   
   £80.00

Market Hall Trust (4 Hanging Baskets)



  
   £80.00

CRICKHOWELL CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2011 
4293
Unfortunately Council are unable to purchase and display festoon lighting in the High Street this year due to a misunderstanding about the requirement of a license to put up the lights.  Cllr Dykes said that Council should learn from this and in future any arrangements should not be left to one person.  Cllr Collier had been given copies of a letter from Mr Grenfell for all Councillors which reported that he had purchased new lights for the Monument and asked for funding from Council.  Cllr V P Games said that Mr Grenfell had already received monies from another local body for the purchase of the Monument lights, further discussion took place, the Clerk reminded Council that they could only grant a request for a specified amount of money for a specific purpose therefore on a proposal from Cllr D'Anna, seconded by Cllr Parsons it was agreed to grant £416 for the license and insurance of the monument lights.
LYCH GATE
4294
Cllr Thomas had met with Solicitor David Lloyd from Gabb & Co solicitors who inspected the Cemetery deeds which showed conveyance of the Cemetery land and buildings but not the Lych Gate.  Cllr Thomas had previously emailed his report of the meeting to all members which included Mr Lloyds suggested course of action and Cllr Thomas's proposals for action.  Cllr Dykes asked whether this Council should ask the Community what they want Council to do about the Lych Gate as it will be public money and whether or not the residents of Crickhowell care what happens to the Lych Gate. Following a brief discussion Cllr Jeremiah proposed that Council host a Public Meeting to gather opinion, this was seconded by Cllr Dykes and unanimously agreed.
TOWN PLAN/VISION
4295
Cllr Jeremiah has prepared an A4 report of her ideas for a Town Plan, members agreed that it was excellent and a good base to take forward.  Members discussed further the need to find out the actual population of Crickhowell, how many are on the housing register for Crickhowell and how many of Crickhowell's residents are unemployed, members thought that County Councillor John Morris may know these statistics or who to contact at Powys County Council to find out this information.  Members agreed to accept Cllr Jeremiahs report and use it to go forward to a Policy Committee.
PROJECTS COMMITTEE

4296

Cllr D'Anna had prepared and circulated a report of the Projects Committee Meeting held on the 25th October 2011.  They had prepared a list of possible projects and asked members to prioritise them.  Cllr Jeremiah said that it was an excellent list and suggested an extra item of planting suitable trees as replacements for the ones on the Tump at the Castle Recreation Grounds which would be something for the future and could also mark the Jubilee next year.  Cllr D'Anna had prepared a ballot form for members to prioritise the projects and asked everyone to complete the form which he would collect to collate the information in time for next months meeting.
TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY & CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER
4297
A letter of application for the Casual Vacancy was received from Dean Mosley which had previously been circulated to all members, following a brief discussion Cllr D'Anna proposed that Council co-op Dean Mosley to Council, this was seconded by Cllr Collier, For 8, Abstentions 1.

ANNUAL RETURN

4298

BDO Stoy Hayward have completed the external audit and made their observations, on a proposal from Cllr V P Games, seconded by Cllr Jackson, Council approved the accounting statements and annual governance statement again.

CRICKHOWELL IN BLOOM

4299

The report of the Crickhowell in Bloom meeting which was held on the 20th October 2011, previously circulated, was received, proposed by Cllr Jackson, seconded by Cllr V P Games and accepted as a true record.  Cllr Jackson said that he wished to acknowledge the leadership of Cllr Jeremiah as Chairman of the Crickhowell in Bloom committee which he said has been outstanding.

DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETINGS


4300


The third Tuesday of the Month in December falls on the 20th, as this is so close to Christmas the Clerk requested that the December Meetings are moved forward a week to Wednesday 14th December, this was formerly proposed by Cllr D'Anna, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah and unanimously agreed.

ANY OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS

4301
· Clarence Hall, 7th November 2011 - Cllr Collier.
A copy of all reports are circulated to all members and kept on file.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS OR FOR THE CLERK TO ACTION
4302
· Procedures & Grievance's Committees

The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.18pm.
Signature of Mayor ……..………………………..      Date………….…….……2011 
Cllr D Collier
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