  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on  12th May  2011 at 1930hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs L Price, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries and the Clerk –RAB Doak.

Apologies  Apologies were received from  Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs DWV Cracroft, FJ Morgan, N Depree and CCllr Mrs K Silk
Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 7th April 2011 were confirmed and signed.
Matters Arising

1.A letter from PCC dated 27th April 2011 has given the Council permission to fix the Defibrillator on the wall of the closed public toilets in Cwmdu near the public phone box. The Clerk informed Kerry Crosfield at the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau and she was going to arrange for the installation. She informed the Clerk that there was a defibrillator training session on Friday 20th May 2011 at the CRIC between 0930 and 1530hrs for residents of Cwmdu. Nobody was available to attend and the dates of the next training session will be advertised when known.
2.Letter P.C.C. dated 3rd June 2010 with details of Powys Secondary and Post – 16 Education Modernisation. Strategic Outline Programme – A Discussion Document dated June 2010. The Council received a copy of the Informal Consultation Document dated January 2011. The deadline for the receipt of responses is Tuesday 3rd May 2011. This was a discussion item on the agenda for the Five Councils Liaison Meeting on 24th March 2011 at Glangwryney. The Head Teacher from Crickhowell High School, Mrs Jacky Parker stated that she would be producing a Business Plan for the Councils in the Five Councils area to look at and to support if they agreed with the plan. No plan had been produced for the Five Councils and responses were going from individuals and not the Liaison Committee. 
Highways Matters
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. The Council was informed that the problem of the traffic on the A479 should be referred to either the police or the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency. The Clerk wrote to Mr Dean Williams, the Route Manager of the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency to report the concerns of the Council.
2.It was reported that there were potholes on the narrow road between Felindre, Cwmdu and the A40 near the entrance to the bridleway from Felindre Mill leading to Tretower. The Clerk checked this road and the potholes appeared to have been repaired.
3.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that there was a requirement for lighting at the junction of the A479 and the A40 near the Nantyffin Cider Mill. The Clerk reported this to the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency.
4.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. He also stated that he was waiting for this year’s ROSPA report so that he can start programming this year’s work which would include Bwlch and Cwmdu.
5.The Clerk wrote to the Outdoor Recreation Officer to ask if the Bwlch and Cwmdu playgrounds could be put forward for funding from the project “Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge,” however in his reply he stated that PCC had already applied for two playgrounds in Powys and they did not include Bwlch and Cwmdu. The Clerk was to write and ask if the playgrounds in Bwlch and Treower could be included as well.
Correspondence
1.Letter Coleg Powys undated with details of an open evening at Brecon on Wednesday 18th May 2011.

2.Email PAVO 3rd May 2011 with the May edition of the PAVO E-Briefing.

3.Letter Severn Wye Energy Agency with details of a “Pathfinder Programme” which is a two year programme funded by the WAG. The aim is to support community action to mitigate climate change or reduce carbon emissions. Details for area Pathfinder Officers are listed.
4.Email BBNPA 20th April 2011 with information about Wales Sustainability Week 2011. Programme for an event at the Henderson Hall, Talybont on Usk on Wednesday 18th May 2011 from 1630 – 1930hrs. 
5.Sixth Edition of “The Regenerator” dated April 2011 with the latest information from the Powys Regeneration Partnership.

6.Email OVW 7th April 2011 with an up to date Staff List of One Voice Wales and answer to Clerk’s request for two copies of the  “Good Councillors Guide.”

7.Copy of Clerks & Councils Direct handbook for 2011 with details of accounts and audit regulations and the model code of conduct.
Planning

1. Planning Application 10/05859/FUL – 15/11/2010 – “Sub-division of property into 2 dwellings” at Ty Darren, Bwlch. BBNPA letter dated 12/04/2011 has permitted this application.
2.Planning Application 10/05379/FUL – 27/09/2010 – “One new dwelling on garden” at Land Opposite Bank View, Tremynfa Road, Bwlch. The Council sent its comments on 15/10/2010 and sent another letter to BBNPA on 07/03/2011 to ask why the Council had not received the letters / sketches which had been sent to 12 neighbouring properties on 21/02/2011 for re-consultation. An email from BBNPA dated 15/04/2011 stated that the application should be withdrawn. The Clerk was asked to write again to ask whether the application had been withdrawn and what were the timescales for decisions to be made in these situations and also to note that there was a delay in updating the BBNPA website.
3.Planning Application 11/06596/FUL – 03/05/2011 – “Proposed lobby extension to rear of house and proposed extension to dining area to west side of house” at Pen-y–Bont, Bwlch. The Council supported the application and the Clerk was to write and inform the Planning Officer.
4.Planning Application 11/06564/ADV – 05/05/2011 – “210M North West of the turning to Gliffaes Hotel on the A40. Hotel name sign. Hanging sign” at Gliffaes Hotel, Gliffaes. The Council supported the application and the Clerk was to write and inform the Planning Officer.
5.Planning Application 11/065664/ADV – 05/05/2011 – “New sign to replace existing hanging sign. Hotel name sign. Photo B” at Gliffaes Hotel, Gliffaes. The Council supported the application and the Clerk was to write and inform the Planning Officer.
6.Planning Application 10/04410/FUL  - 10/02/2010 – “Change of use of agricultural land, to provide rural exception affordable housing scheme comprising 8 dwellings and associated infrastructure” at Land North of Allt View, Bwlch.  The Council sent it’s comments to this application on 25/02/2010 and was informed that the recommendation of the PAROW Committee meeting on 27/04/2010 was to permit subject to Section 106 Agreement. The Council was also informed that although the agreement had not been signed a draft was due to be circulated by the BBNPA Solicitor the week after 03/09/2010. The Clerk was asked to write and ask the Planning Officer whether the agreement had been signed and the draft circulated. The Councillors also wanted to know if there was a time limit on making the Section 106 Agreement as it had been over a year since the application had been given approval. In addition the Councillors wanted to know whether the time involved in making the Section 106 Agreement affected the length of time the applicant had to carry out the development once formal planning approval was given.
Accounts

1.Bwlch Village Hall Annual Grant - £600.00
2.Cwmdu Village Hall Annual Grant - £600.00

3.Tretower Village Hall Annual Grant - £600.00

All above proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and seconded by Cllr AA Harries. Carried.  
4.Bank Balance - £3752.34
5. Forecast of Council expenditure explained to include Vedw Wood and Bwlch Notice Board.
Council Vacancy

The Clerk informed PCC of the resignation of Mrs EM Wallace, posted a notice of the vacancy and the Council has been informed that a replacement may be co-opted as soon as practicable. Cllr Mrs JE Block informed the Clerk that Mrs Mary-Jane Houlton, a resident of Cwmdu was willing to be a Community Councillor for the Cwmdu Ward of the Community Council. The Clerk wrote to Mrs Houlton to confirm this and received an email on 27th April 2011 agreeing for her name to be put forward for co-option. 
It is proposed that Mrs Mary-Jane Houlton be co-opted as a Community Councillor for the Cwmdu Ward of the Cwmdu and District Community Council.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs L Price and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson.  Carried
Councillors Points
1.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported by email that the street light on the lane from the Cwmdu Church to the caravan site – No: 61/5041/010 was becoming obliterated by the branches of a young tree. The Clerk was to report this. 
2.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk was to report this.
3.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that there was a fast food van in the lay by near Wern Farm and the Clerk was to check that it had the required authorization. 

4.Cllr RDH Jackson read out an email which explained the plans to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of The Royal British Legion in the Bwlch Village Hall on Saturday 11th  June 2011 with displays from RBL Members and Service Veterans. The Clerk would contact the Committee to help.

5.Cllr RDH Jackson thanked the Clerk for his support during his two terms of Office as Chairman.
Meeting Closed at 2045hrs. 
