  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on  2th June  2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, and the Clerk –RAB Doak.

Apologies  Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs DWV Cracroft, T Sinnett, N Depree, AA Harries and CCllr Mrs K Silk

Minutes of the Annual and Monthly Meetings held at Bwlch Village Hall on 12th May 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Co-Opted Councillor

Cllr Mrs M-J Houlton had been co-opted at the meeting on 12th May 2011 and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office so that she could take a full part in the Community Council Meeting. Mrs M-J Houlton was welcomed to the Council by those present.    
Matters Arising

1.The Casing for the defibrillator had been fixed on the toilet wall in Cwmdu near the public phone box. Kerry Crosfield, Manager Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau was going to arrange a training session for Cwmdu Residents and then the defibrillator will be installed. The Cwmdu Councillors were going to look for volunteers to attend the training session.
2.There were plans to celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the RBL in the Bwlch Village Hall on Saturday  11th June 2011 between 1400 – 1700hrs. There were going to be displays about the Legion and other events from RBL Members and Service Veterans. Cllr RDH Jackson was going to see the organiser about advertising the event.
Highways Matters
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. A letter from Mr Dean Williams, the Route Manager of the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency on13th May 2011 stated that the A479 was part of the Wales Strategic road network and therefore it was a requirement that this road was to be open to all traffic. At present there were no restrictions to prevent large goods vehicles ( LGVs ) using this road. The Agency would continue to monitor the route, however the Clerk was advised to write to the Police about the excessive speeds being used on this road. The Clerk wrote to the Police Station in Crickhowell to report this. 

2.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that there was a requirement for lighting at the junction of the A479 and the A40 near the Nantyffin Cider Mill. The Clerk reported this to the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency. This was reported by the Clerk in his letter to the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency who replied in their letter of 13th May 2011 that there was no requirement to provide street lighting at this location. The letter went on to state that there was no record of accidents caused by poor lighting at this junction and there did not appear to be reasonable justification to implement this request.

3.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. He also stated that the current gate that lead onto the main road met the standard required by the regulations. There was an email from Cllr Mrs JE Block who expressed her concern at the reply from PCC and wanted a sensible solution to prevent the possibility of a child wandering out onto the main road. 
4.The Clerk wrote to the Outdoor Recreation Officer to ask if the Bwlch and Cwmdu playgrounds could be put forward for funding from the project “Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge,” however in his reply he stated that PCC had already applied for two playgrounds in Powys and they did not include Bwlch and Cwmdu. The Clerk wrote again to ask if the playgrounds in Bwlch and Tretower could be included as well.

5.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported by email that the street light on the lane from the Cwmdu Church to the caravan site – No: 61/5041/010 was becoming obliterated by the branches of a young tree. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department.

6.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department.

7.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that there was a fast food van in the lay by near Wern Farm and the Clerk was to check that it had the required authorization. The Clerk included this in his letter to the Police Station in Crickhowell.

8.New Bus Service – Brecon – Abergavenny – Brecon. There were emails from Cllrs RDH Jackson, T Sinnett and AA Harries about the new bus timetable for bus service number X43. The biggest complaint from Bwlch residents is that the first bus stopping in Bwlch on the way to Brecon is 1029hrs, although buses at 0804hrs and 0926hrs stop at Llangattock. This would make it difficult for people to get to Brecon in time for work. An email from CCllr Mrs K Silk confirmed these changes from Stagecoach – the new company and stated that this matter was discussed at the County Council Meeting for Brecknockshire, however the decision was ultimately made on commercial grounds. There was a discussion about what action the Council could take about this and it was decided to get in touch with Stagecoach to ask if it was possible to have an earlier stop in Bwlch on the way to Brecon.
9.Letter from Local and Environmental Services 24th May 2011 informed the Council that Essential Highway Maintenance was going to be carried out from Bwlch to the Kestrel Inn on the A40 ( T ) during July 2011.

Correspondence
1.Email Town Council Clerk 25th May 2011 with the date for the next Five Councils Liaison Meeting to be hosted by Crickhowell Town Council on Wednesday 27th July 2011. Agenda items and attendance will be requested at the Council meeting on 7th July 2011.
2.Email Welsh Office 17th May 2011 with invite to open meeting of the Charity Commission  at Bridgend on 26th May 2011.

3.Email PAVO 1st June 2011 with the PAVO Members e-briefing for June 2011.

4.Email Treasurer Bwlch Village Hall 24th May 2011 with thanks for the Annual Grant from the Council for the Bwlch Village Hall.

5.Letter BBNPA 25th May 2011 about the Sustainable Development Fund. Grants Panel Representatives are wanted to sit on the panel and consider applications and award Sustainable Development Fund grants. Cllr FJ Morgan said he would be interested and the Clerk was to send copies of the letter to the other Councillors and any other nominations could be discussed at the 7th July 2011 meeting. Nominations to BBNPA were required by 29th July 2011.
6.Letter Treasurer Tretower Village Hall 24th May 2011 with thanks for the Annual Grant from the Council for the Tretower Village Hall.

7.Email One Voice Wales 17th May 2011 with details of  training courses for Councils up to July 2011.

8.Letter BBNPA 18th May 2011 with the Consultation Summary for the Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2010-2015.

Planning

1. Planning Application 10/05379/FUL – 27/09/2010 – “One new dwelling on garden” at Land Opposite Bank View, Tremynfa Road, Bwlch. An email from BBNPA dated 15/04/2011 stated that the application should be withdrawn. The Clerk wrote again to ask whether the application had been withdrawn and what were the timescales for decisions to be made in these situations and also to note that there was a delay in updating the BBNPA website. Email reply from BBNPA stated that the application had not been withdrawn and the planning officer will contact the agent again. There is no timescale in formally withdrawing the application and he was going to arrange for the website to be updated.

2.Planning Application 11/06596/FUL – 03/05/2011 – “Proposed lobby extension to rear of house and proposed extension to dining area to west side of house” at Pen-y–Bont, Bwlch. The Council supported the application and the Clerk wrote and informed the Planning Officer on 18/05/2011.

3.Planning Application 11/06564/ADV – 05/05/2011 – “210M North West of the turning to Gliffaes Hotel on the A40. Hotel name sign. Hanging sign” at Gliffaes Hotel, Gliffaes. The Council supported the application and the Clerk wrote and informed the Planning Officer on 18/05/2011.

4.Planning Application 11/065664/ADV – 05/05/2011 – “New sign to replace existing hanging sign. Hotel name sign. Photo B” at Gliffaes Hotel, Gliffaes. The Council supported the application and the Clerk wrote and informed the Planning Officer on 18/05/2011.

5.Planning Application 10/04410/FUL  - 10/02/2010 – “Change of use of agricultural land, to provide rural exception affordable housing scheme comprising 8 dwellings and associated infrastructure” at Land North of Allt View, Bwlch.  The Council sent it’s comments to this application on 25/02/2010 and was informed that the recommendation of the PAROW Committee meeting on 27/04/2010 was to permit subject to Section 106 Agreement. The Council was also informed that although the agreement had not been signed a draft was due to be circulated by the BBNPA Solicitor the week after 03/09/2010. The Clerk was asked to write and ask the Planning Officer whether the agreement had been signed and the draft circulated. The Councillors also wanted to know if there was a time limit on making the Section 106 Agreement as it had been over a year since the application had been given approval. In addition the Councillors wanted to know whether the time involved in making the Section 106 Agreement affected the length of time the applicant had to carry out the development once formal planning approval was given. The Clerk wrote to the Planning Officer with the points listed above on 20/05/2011.

6.Planning Application 11/06740/FUL – 27/05/2011 – “Removal of hedges and raising of existing wall with piers and close-boarded timber fencing” at 6 St Johns Close, Tretower. Reply required by 17/06/2011. Email replies from Tretower Councillors who were unable to be at this meeting supported the application. The Councillors present also supported this application.
Accounts

1.Bronwen Bermingham Audit - £86.00

Proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried.  

2.The Internal Audit was carried out on 21st May 2011. The report was read out to the Councillors.

3.Bank Balance - £3666.34

Councillors Points
1.Cllr N Depree reported by email that the “narrow lane” sign beside the Chapel in Tretower needed refixing to the pole at the A40 end of the lane.

2.Cllr FJ Morgan reported that there was a drain cover on the A40 in Bwlch opposite the Glanpant Corner which was rusty and dangerous.

3.The roadsign leading to Tretower and Cwmdu opposite the Nantyffin Cider Mill was obstructed by branches of the trees in the Glanusk Estate.

4.There was a discussion about the state of the Red Public Phone Box in Bwlch and who was responsible for the maintenance of the box and the surrounding area. Cllr RDH Jackson said there was a local resident who had volunteered to clear the weeds from around the phone box. The Clerk was to bring the BT file to the next meeting to check on the rules of adopting a Red Public Phone Box.
Meeting Closed at  2015hrs. 
