  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on  7th July  2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, FJ Morgan, RDH Jackson, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk –RAB Doak.

Apologies  Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs JE Block, T Sinnett and N Depree. 
Minutes of the Meetings held at Tretower Village Hall on 2nd and 16th June 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising

1.Kerry Crosfield, Manager Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau was going to arrange a training session for Cwmdu Residents and the Cwmdu Councillors were going to look for volunteers to attend the training session. Names and date to be arranged and the Clerk will liaise with Kerry Crossfield.
2.The 90th Anniversary of the RBL was celebrated in the Bwlch Village Hall on Saturday  11th June 2011 between 1400 – 1700hrs.The event was called “Our Village Heroes” and there were displays about the Legion and other events from RBL Members and Service Veterans. Refreshments were provided by the Hall Committee and village volunteers. £124.00 was raised for the Poppy Appeal and £100 for Help for Heroes. Several Councillors remarked that it was a very successful afternoon.
3.Five Councils Liaison Meeting to be hosted by Crickhowell Town Council on Wednesday 27th July 2011. There were no Agenda items put forward but several of the Councillors said they would attend the meeting.
4. Letter BBNPA 25th May 2011 about the Sustainable Development Fund. Grants Panel Representatives are wanted to sit on the panel and consider applications and award Sustainable Development Fund grants. Cllr FJ Morgan said he would be interested and the Clerk sent copies of the letter to the other Councillors. There were no other nominations and Cllr FJ Morgan was to be the Council’s nomination and the Clerk was to write to BBNPA by 29th July 2011.

5.Red Public Phone Box in Bwlch. The file on the Red Public Phone Boxes in Bwlch ( 01874 730236 ) and Cwmdu (01874 730258 ) started with correspondence from PCC and BT in October 2008. The letter explained two schemes that were on offer to safeguard BT Payphones that had low usage and were under threat of being removed. Councils were invited to “Adopt a Kiosk” or “Sponsor a Kiosk.” The Community Council declined to take up either of these schemes and have consistently made the strongest case for keeping both payphones for use in the villages. The last letter from BT Payphones dated 6th November 2009 stated that no red kiosk / BT Payphones would be removed, however the usage would be monitored. There was a discussion about whether to adopt the Red Public Phone Box in Bwlch and the Councillors decided not to as they wanted to keep the Phone Box for emergency use.
Highways Matters
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. The Clerk wrote to the Police Station in Crickhowell to report this. 

2.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. 
3.The Clerk wrote to the Outdoor Recreation Officer to ask if the Bwlch and Cwmdu playgrounds could be put forward for funding from the project “Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge,” however in his reply he stated that PCC had already applied for two playgrounds in Powys and they did not include Bwlch and Cwmdu. The Clerk wrote again to ask if the playgrounds in Bwlch and Tretower could be included as well. Email 23rd June 2011 from WAG referred to our enquiry of 16th March 2011. The Clerk replied and informed WAG that he had written twice to PCC and asked to put our playgrounds on their application. There was a further email from WAG stating that they had not had any nominations yet from PCC. It also stated that there is some funding available from the project however it was an application process and not guaranteed. CCllr Mrs K Silk is going to look into this at PCC.
4.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported by email that the street light on the lane from the Cwmdu Church to the caravan site – No: 61/5041/010 was becoming obliterated by the branches of a young tree. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department on 19th May 2011 and once again on 27th June 2011.
5.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department on 19th May 2011 and again on 27th June 2011.

6.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that there was a fast food van in the lay by near Wern Farm and the Clerk was to check that it had the required authorization. The Clerk included this in his letter to the Police Station in Crickhowell. CCllr Mrs K Silk reported that there were no regulations required by fast food vans provided they had registered with Trading Standards at PCC and had been inspected for Health and Safety Reasons.
7.New Bus Service – Brecon – Abergavenny – Brecon. There were emails from Cllrs RDH Jackson, T Sinnett and AA Harries about the new bus timetable for bus service number X43. It was decided to put up posters about the new timetable to see how many people were being inconvenienced by the new service.
8.Cllr N Depree reported by email that the “narrow lane” sign beside the Chapel in Tretower needed refixing to the pole at the A40 end of the lane. This has been reported to the Traffic Office for action.
9.Cllr FJ Morgan reported that there was a drain cover on the A40 in Bwlch opposite the Glanpant Corner which was rusty and dangerous. It was reported that this had been repaired.
10.The roadsign leading to Tretower and Cwmdu opposite the Nantyffin Cider Mill was obstructed by branches of the trees in the Glanusk Estate. The Highways Department are going to report this to the Glanusk Estate for action.
11.The requests for extra parking spaces in St John’s Close, Tretower and Glasfryn Terrace, Bwlch had been held over for 6 months and brought forward for this meeting. There was a discussion about this and it was decided to go ahead with the request for more parking spaces at Glasfryn Terrace to stop the congestion there. CCllr Mrs K Silk was going to talk to the appropriate person dealing with this request.
Correspondence
1.Email Cllr N Depree 6th July 2011 notifying the Council of his resignation with immediate effect because of his impending return to New Zealand. The Clerk was to notify the Deputy Returning Officer at PCC and post the Notices of the Vacancy. He was also going to inform the two people who had expressed an interest in being a Community Councillor for Tretower.
2.Letter One Voice Wales 22nd June 2011 with the Agenda for the Brecon & Radnor Area Committee Meeting to be held at 1900hrs on Friday 1st July 2011 in Llanelwedd and the Minutes of the Area Committee Meeting held in Erwood on Friday 1st April 2011.
3.Letters PCC 8th June 2011 giving blanket dispensations to Town and Community Councillors to speak and vote on matters relating to both the Powys County Council School Modernisation Programme and the Scottish Power Energy Networks proposal to connect windfarms to the National Grid.
4.Letter Brecon Advice Centre 28th June 2011 asking for a donation. Agreed a donation of £50.00.
5.Email Dr Del Morgan, One Voice Wales 16th June 2011 with a letter from the Talgarth Town Clerk offering to host a training seminar on module 7- Planning for neighbouring Town and Community Councillors. The Clerk was to inform the Talgarth Town Clerk that several of the Councillors were interested in attending a training seminar on planning.
6.Email One Voice Wales 17th June 2011 with a factsheet regarding Domestic Abuse in Wales.

7.Letter and Spring Edition of “The Voice” and pamphlet Guide for Parish and Town Councillors “Being a Good Employer” to be kept by the Chairman and handed on to the next Chairman.

8.Letter Age Concern 13th June 2011 asking for a donation. Not approved.
9.Ombudsman’s Annual Report 2010/2011.

10.Letter PCC 28th June 2011 with the Powys Rural Development Plan 2007-2013.

11.Email Nicky Williams 30th June 2011 with details of the new Llangynidr Community Council Website – www.llangynidrcommunitycouncil.weebly.com. 

12.Email Donna Bale 5th July 2011 with details of the Teaching Health Board’s visit by The Prince’s Foundation to consider a new future for the Bronllys Hospital Site.

13.Email 1st July 2011 with the PAVO’s e-briefing for July 2011.

14.Email BBNPA 6th July 2011 with details of the Consultation on Local List Criteria relating to a local list of historic assets.
Planning

1.Planning Application 10/05379/FUL – 27/09/2010 – “One new dwelling on garden” at Land Opposite Bank View, Tremynfa Road, Bwlch. Letter from BBNPA 17/06/2011 informed the Council that this application had been withdrawn.
2.Planning Application 11/06752/FUL – 02/06/2011 – “Conversion of redundant agricultural barns to form dwelling, garage and store” at Upper Pendre Bach, Cwmdu. This application was discussed at the planning meeting on 16/06/2011 and the Councillors supported the application. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 20/06/2011.

4.Planning Application  11/06756/FUL – 03/06/2011 – “Renovation to farmhouse remains to be converted to garage, workshop and timber store, to include amendments to parking and patio area” at Haulfryn, Cwmdu. This application was discussed at the planning meeting on 16/06/2011. The Councillors supported this application which had been amended from the previous application which had been refused. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA on 20/06/2011.
5.Planning Application 11/06816/FUL – 21/06/2011 – “Demolish existing garden shed and construct home working office in garden” at Step Cottage, Bwlch. Reply required by 12/07/2011. The Councillors discussed this application and the Clerk was to reply to BBNPA by 12/06/2011 with their comments.
 Accounts

1.Viking Direct - £175.30
Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft.  Carried.  

2.Brecon Advice Centre - £50.00

Proposed by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft and seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried. 

2.The Notice for the Annual Audit – Notice for Electors’ Rights was posted on the Village Notice Boards from 20th June 2011 to 3rd July 2011. The Council Accounts are to be made available for Local Electors to inspect as requested between 4th July 2011 and 29th July 2011. The Audit date is 5th August and a copy of the Annual Return and all supporting information must be at the Internal Auditors by 5th August 2011.
3.Refund from Nat West for overcharging the Council for the safe custody fees for one of the Council’s Chains of Office - £40.98.
3.Bank Balance - £3461.04.
BBNPA Charter

The Council received a letter from BBNPA dated 22nd June 2011 with an updated Community Council Charter and an Action Plan. The Action Plan contained the Consultation Feedback and Responses with several amendments to the original Charter. The Council has been asked if it wishes to sign up for the Charter for the remainder of this year ( until end March 2012 ). The Clerk had sent all Councillors the amended Charter and the Action Plan on 29th June 2011 so that they could review it and make their comments at this meeting. It was proposed the Council sign up to the Community Council Charter until March 2012.
Proposed by Cllr RDH Jackson and seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.
Councillors Points
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the road leading up from the Cwmdu Village Hall to Upper PentreBach had been cut but the road needed cleaning.
2.Cllr AA Harries stated that it had been reported to him that the names on the Bwlch War Memorial needed painting. It was stated that although the Memorial had been cleaned by Bwlch volunteers more work was required. The Bwlch Councillors discussed this and informed the meeting that someone had been approached to price the paintwork required.

3.Cllr RDH had various points and asked for updates on the following points:-

A.The LDP. Final comments were to be put in by the end of September, then the Inspector would decide on the LDP which is to be adopted in 2012.

B.Vedw Wood. The Clerk is to ask the Solicitor for an update.
C.Cwmdu School. The PCC Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 5th July 2011 decided on a formal consultation to close the Cwmdu School. A letter from the Council was to be prepared during the Consultation Period.

4.Cllr FJ Morgan stated that some of the building sites in Bwlch were very untidy and the Chairman said he would visit the sites concerned with Cllr FJ Morgan.
Meeting Closed at 2100hrs. 
