  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on  1st September 2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Vice Chairman Cllr Mrs JE Block, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs L Price, Mrs H Sweeting,   RDH Jackson, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies  Apologies were received from the Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs M-J Houlton, FJ Morgan, T Sinnett and AA Harries.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

Mrs H Sweeting had been co-opted as a Community Councillor for the Tretower Ward of the Cwmdu and District Community Council at the Council Meeting in Bwlch on 11th August 2011. The Declaration was signed and the Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs H Sweeting to the Council. 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on 11th August 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising
A. Meeting 7th July 2011 Cwmdu Village Hall.

1.Defibrillator Training. Names and dates are required for defibrillator training for Cwmdu Residents. The Clerk is to liaise with the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau to arrange a date for a training session.
2.Talgarth Town Centre’s offer to run One Voice Wales Training Seminars – Module – Planning. The Clerk wrote to inform Talgarth TC that several Councillors would be interested in attending a Planning Seminar.
3.BBNPA Charter. The Clerk wrote to sign up for the BBNPA Charter  until the end of March 2012 as agreed on the Council meeting on 7th July 2011.
4.Vedw Wood. The Clerk wrote to Mrs A Trotman, Gabb’s Solicitors as requested on 7th July 2011 for an update on the Registration of Vedw Wood. She replied with the Application Form for the Registration and informed the Council that she had sent Mrs E M Wallace a copy of the Land Registry Statement of truth in support of an application for registration based upon adverse possession. The Clerk was to update the names of the Trustees on the Charity Website and send a copy to Mrs A Trotman.
B.Meeting 11th August 2011 Bwlch Village Hall.

1.Cllr AA Harries sent in an email requesting that the fact that the lack of an earlier bus to Brecon was discussed last meeting should be recorded in the minutes and could the notice and brief questionnaire in the Gate shop be advertised elsewhere in the village or possibly Tretower.

An email from the Chairman Cllr S McLennan with his apologies also informed the Council that he had put the notices up about the buses on 24th August 2011 and that he was going to collect the box and comments slips from the Gate Shop next week.
2. Cllr Mrs JE Block stated that there was a bus running on a Thursday from Builth to Abergavenny which had not been advertised and the resident who reported this was the only passenger on both journeys. The Clerk sent an email to the Passenger Transport Unit at PCC to ask for more information about this service and some timetables that could be distributed around Cwmdu and Tretower.
3.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported the lack of mobile phone coverage and inquired whether it was a Council matter. There was a discussion about this and various phone companies were mentioned but most did not have local reception. The Clerk was to look up previous correspondence about mobile phone reception.
4.Cllr Mrs L Price asked that a letter be sent to the local Police asking for information about crime in the local rural area. The Clerk wrote to the local police Officer who explained the procedure to receive a visit and initiate an email based newsletter with the crime figures, trends and prevention procedures. This could also be the Council’s agenda item for the next five Councils liaison meeting with a senior police officer in attendance. 
Planning

1.Planning Application 11/0705/FUL at No 2 Allt View, Bwlch. White UPVC  glazed conservatory on faced brick dwarf wall, with polycarbonate roof panels situated on the rear elevation of the dwelling. There were no objections to this application and the Clerk read out the letter he sent to BBNPA on 21st August 2011.
2.Planning Application 11/06890/FUL dated 08/08/2011 for “One new dwelling on garden land opposite Bank View” at Land opposite Bank View, Tremynfa Road, Bwlch. The Councillors decided that there was not enough notice to make a decision on this application and as the Council’s reply was required by 30/08/2011 the Clerk was to ask for an extension from BBNPA. The Councillors discussed this application thoroughly and also considered the opinions of Cllrs T Sinnett and AA Harries who sent in emails with comments.The Clerk was instructed to write with the Council’s comments by the extended date of  09/09/2011.
3.Planning Application 10/04410/FUL – Land North of Allt View. The Clerk had been informed that there were revised plans relating to the access road but the plans had not been put on the website and neither had the BBNPA’s reply to the Council letter of 20/05/2011 been put on the BBNPA website. The Planning Officer dealing with this application informed the Clerk that the revised plans and the BBNPA letter would be uploaded on to the website. Email Cllr T Sinnett 30/08/2011 stated the revised plans were still not on the website and he suggested that the Council send a formal request for a copy of these plans for discussion in the Community Council based on our safety concerns. The Councillors agreed that the Clerk should write and ask for the plans to be sent to the Council.
4.Cllr Mrs L Price Declared an Interest and left the meeting during the following discussion.
Planning Application 11/06752FUL – Upper Pendre Bach . The duty planning Officers on 18/19 August confirmed that this application was invalid and the case closed. The case was invalid because the plans were incorrect and the Clerk was informed on 22/08/2011 by the Planning Officer dealing with this application that the applicant’s agent had been informed. The Clerk informed the applicant who had not had this information.
The Clerk was instructed to write to the BBNPA to clarify the position regarding this application. It was stated that the application had been validated and placed on the website. The Council provided comments and now it has been removed without the Council being notified. The Clerk is to ask if it has been withdrawn as it is felt that normally the agent would be asked to withdraw and resubmit with the application still left available on the website.
Consultations
1. Consultation – 18th July – 26th August 2011 ( extended to latest date 22nd September 2011 ) “One Powys Plan” – Copies of this were sent out to all Councillors on 2nd August 2011. Email Cllr T Sinnett asked what was happening with the section BBNPA06 and the implications for the communities and what timescale has been decided. The Councillors discussed the One Powys Plan and decided to reply on the individual reply cards that the Clerk handed out. The Clerk would make enquiries about Section BBNPA06.
2.Consultation – 25th July – 16th September 2011 – Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places- No information received yet.

3.Consultation  – 2nd August – 3rd October 2011 – Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Report – December 2011. The Email with attachments was sent to all Councillors on 24th August 2011 by the Clerk.  Email Cllr T Sinnett  suggested that as part of the consultation the Council should ask for a simple table showing, by local authority, the relevant figures for allowances and expenses currently and what was proposed.
4.Consultation – 5th July – 14th October 2011 -  Local List Criteria. Copies of the list were handed out and any amendments should be brought to the October meeting so that a Council return could be sent by 14th October 2011.
5.Consultation – 8th August – 16th September 2011 – Tracc Passenger Transport Strategy. Copies of the consultation were sent out by email. Email Cllr T Sinnett stated that this was an eight page questionnaire to be filled in by public transport users.
Highways
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. The Clerk wrote to the Police Station in Crickhowell to report this and was informed that the Police would monitor road speeds and this could be added to the local Officer’s discussion points.
2.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. The last report was 12th May 2011 and CCllr Mrs K Silk has asked for more information about his assessment. 
3.The Clerk wrote to the Outdoor Recreation Officer to ask if the Bwlch and Cwmdu playgrounds could be put forward for funding from the project “Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge,” however in his reply he stated that PCC had already applied for two playgrounds in Powys and they did not include Bwlch and Cwmdu. The Clerk wrote again to ask if the playgrounds in Bwlch and Cwmdu could be included as well. Email 23rd June 2011 from WAG referred to our enquiry of 16th March 2011. The Clerk replied and informed WAG that he had written twice to PCC and asked to put our playgrounds on their application. There was a further email from WAG stating that they had not had any nominations yet from PCC. CCllr Mrs K Silk is going to look into this at PCC.

4.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department on 19th May 2011,  27th June 2011 and again on 22nd July 2011 but nothing has been done.
5.The roadsign leading to Tretower and Cwmdu opposite the Nantyffin Cider Mill was obstructed by branches of the trees in the Glanusk Estate. An email from the Highways Department 17th June 2011 stated they were going to report this to the Glanusk Estate for action. This has not been actioned yet.
6.The requests for extra parking spaces in St John’s Close, Tretower and Glasfryn Terrace, Bwlch had been held over for 6 months and brought forward for this meeting. There was a discussion about this and it was decided to go ahead with the request for more parking spaces at Glasfryn Terrace to stop the congestion there. CCllr Mrs K Silk reported that this project was in the funding queue. The request for more parking spaces at St John’s Close, Tretower will depend entirely on what the residents decide. 

7.The road from Cwmdu Village Hall to Pentrebach had been reported again on the meeting on 12th August 2011and needed cleaning. The Clerk had inspected the road as far as Pencaeau on 21st July 2011 and had spoken to the residents at Upper Pentrebach. He reported it again to the Highways department by email on 22nd July 2011.
8.Footpath Parc y Bryn to Glanpant. This was reported in Minutes 7th April 2011. The Clerk read out the letter from the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency which stated that there was insufficient priority to attract funding for this scheme, however it will remain in the system until it attracts the funding required.
Correspondence
1.Email Mark Potter 30th August 2011 Management Planner for the Forestry Commission Wales. He is dealing with Ty Cynfin Woodlands at Tretower. The email has the Ty Cynfin Draft management plan which has a copy of the proposals for the woodlands at Ty Cynfin where the owners wish to fell several areas where the stands are mature or under threat from disease. Mr Potter would be grateful for the Council’s comments.
The Draft plan attached to this email is 65 pages long and can be viewed on – mark.potter99@btinternet.com. Please inform the Clerk by the next meeting if you have any comments to be reported.
2.Email Bwlch Village Hall 31st July 2011 stating that the PCC grant for the year 11/12 is £717.00 which is a welcome increase from last year.

3.Letter PCC 18th August 2011 with an invite to two representatives from each Town and Community Council in Breconshire to attend a reception at Neuadd Brycheiniog, Brecon on Tuesday 4th October 2011 at 1930hrs.

4.Mid –Wales Housing Association Annual Report 2011.

5.Email Tretower Village Hall 30th August 2011 stating that the PCC grant for the year 11/12 is £365.00.

6.One Voice Wales letter 22nd August 2011 with it’s Autumn Training Programme. Copies of course dates handed out by the Clerk.
Accounts
1.Council Audit Date was 5th August 2011 and all necessary letters / explanations and forms were sent to the external auditor on 1st August 2011.

2.Bank Balance - £ 3461.04 – next precept due is £2667.00 on 31st August 2011.
Councillors Points

1.The Councillors asked the Clerk to write and thank Cllr T Sinnett for his work in reviewing the consultations on behalf of the Community Council.
2.Cllr RDH Jackson stated that he had not seen Police Surveillance Teams stopping lorries in Bwlch for Police checks.

Linked with this statement it was felt that it would be difficult for the Police to be effective in monitoring the speed of the large lorries driving down the A479 from Talgarth.
3.Cllr RDH Jackson asked the Clerk to check on the progress for the order for the notice board for Bwlch.

4.Cllr RDH Jackson read an email from a Bwlch resident which complained about the untidy and weed-ridden state of the pavement, verge and walls throughout the village. Also, lots of prickly hedges overhanging the pavement opposite the New Inn. The Clerk was to report this to the Highways Department.
5.Cllr Mrs H Sweeting asked for the Clerk to request that rubbish bins and dog litter bins be provided on the main road and in the village in Tretower.

6.Cllr Mrs JE Block requested that a letter in support of the Cwmdu school be sent to all of the senior officials in the education services in PCC.
Meeting Closed at  2115hrs. 
