  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on  6th October 2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs JE Block, Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, Mrs H Sweeting, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies  An apology was received from Cllr FJ Morgan.  

New Recycling Scheme in Powys
A representative from the waste management team at Powys County Council attended the Council meeting and explained the new service which was due to start in the Community Council Area in the week beginning 31st October 2011. 

Minutes of the Meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on 1st September 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising
1.Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting’s details have been amended on the Council website and in the notice boards.
2.Defibrillator Training. Names and dates are required for defibrillator training for Cwmdu Residents. The Clerk liaised with the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau to arrange a date for a training session but has not had a date for the training session yet.
3.Cllr AA Harries sent in an email requesting that the fact that the lack of an earlier bus to Brecon was discussed last meeting should be recorded in the minutes and could the notice and brief questionnaire in the Gate shop be advertised elsewhere in the village or possibly Tretower.

The Chairman Cllr S McLennan handed out the results of the comments from the slips placed in the Gate Shop. There was a discussion about the comments and it was decided to carry out a survey in Tretower as well and if necessary write to the bus company about the new timetable.
4.Cllr Mrs JE Block stated that there was a bus running on a Thursday from Builth to Abergavenny which had not been advertised and the resident who reported this was the only passenger on both journeys. The Clerk sent an email to the Passenger Transport Unit at PCC to ask for more information about this service. Email reply from PCC 28th September 2011 with a timetable and informing the Council that because of the increased demand the Tuesday service had been extended to Thursday. The service was the X12 operated by Veolia and there was a timetable posted at the bus stop in Cwmdu.
5.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported the lack of mobile phone coverage and inquired whether it was a Council matter. There was a discussion about this and various phone companies were mentioned but most did not have local reception. The Clerk was to look up previous correspondence about mobile phone reception.
6.Cllr Mrs L Price asked that a letter be sent to the local Police asking for information about crime in the local rural area. The Clerk wrote to the local police Officer who explained the procedure to initiate an email based newsletter with the crime figures, trends and prevention procedures. 
7.Consultations. The Clerk wrote to thank Cllr T Sinnett for his work in reviewing the consultations on behalf of the Community Council.
A.Consultation – 18th July – 26th August 2011 ( extended to latest date 22nd September 2011 ) “One Powys Plan” – Copies of this were sent out to all Councillors on 2nd August 2011. Email Cllr T Sinnett asked what was happening with the section BBNPA06 and the implications for the communities and what timescale has been decided. The Councillors discussed the One Powys Plan and decided to reply on the individual reply cards that the Clerk handed out. The Clerk enquired about Section BBNPA06 and received a reply from Powys LSB who forwarded our query on to BBNPA and asked them to respond.
B.Consultation  – 2nd August – 3rd October 2011 – Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Report – December 2011. The Email with attachments was sent to all Councillors on 24th August 2011 by the Clerk.  Email Cllr T Sinnett  suggested that as part of the consultation the Council should ask for a simple table showing, by local authority, the relevant figures for allowances and expenses currently and what was proposed. There was a reply from the Panel on 20th September 2011 after the Panel’s meeting on 15th September 2011. A link to the Panel’s report for information can be found on website address – http://wales.gov.uk/irpwsub/home/publications/reportdec2010/?lang=en
8.Bwlch Notice Board. The Notice Board for Bwlch was finished and installed on the corner of Tregraig Road on the housing estate land above Glasfryn Terrace.
9.Cwmdu School. There was a Consultation meeting about the future of the Cwmdu School in the Cwmdu Village Hall on 21st September 2011 for parents and community. The Clerk wrote a letter of support for the Cwmdu School and circulated it around the Councillors for their information. The letter was sent to the Strategic Director of Communities, Skills & Learning at County Hall.
10.Drexel Motors. There had been complaints about the state of Drexel Motors. There was a discussion about the way to deal with this and it was decided that initially two Councillors were to approach the owner and ask for the site to be cleared up before further action should be taken by the Council.
Highways
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. The Clerk wrote to the Police Station in Crickhowell to report this and was informed that the Police would monitor road speeds and this could be added to the local Officer’s discussion points.
2.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. The last report was 12th May 2011 and CCllr Mrs K Silk has asked for more information about his assessment. Email 7th September 2011 stated that the temporary job had broken and a more permanent solution was to be found.
3.The Clerk wrote to the Outdoor Recreation Officer to ask if the Bwlch and Cwmdu playgrounds could be put forward for funding from the project “Queen Elizabeth 11 Fields Challenge.” The minimum criteria excludes our playgrounds because they are too small-under 0.2 hectares.

4.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department on 19th May 2011,  27th June 2011 and again on 22nd July 2011 but nothing has been done. 
5.The roadsign leading to Tretower and Cwmdu opposite the Nantyffin Cider Mill was obstructed by branches of the trees in the Glanusk Estate. An email from the Highways Department 17th June 2011 stated they were going to report this to the Glanusk Estate for action. 

6.The requests for extra parking spaces in Glasfryn Terrace, Bwlch had been held over for 6 months and brought forward for the September meeting. There was a discussion about this and it was decided to go ahead with the request for more parking spaces at Glasfryn Terrace to stop the congestion there. A site meeting was arranged for 29th September 2011 and the possibility for more parking spaces on the grassy area was discussed and a plan would be put forward for costing and approval.
The request for more parking spaces at St John’s Close, Tretower would depend on what the residents decided and Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting was going to conduct a survey to find out the residents wishes.
7.The road from Cwmdu Village Hall to Pentrebach had been reported again on the meeting on 12th August 2011 and needed cleaning. The Clerk had inspected the road as far as Pencaeau on 21st July 2011 and had spoken to the residents at Upper Pentrebach. He reported it again to the Highways department by email on 22nd July 2011. The Councillors were informed that the bob – cat had cleaned the road.
8.Residents in Bwlch have complained about the untidy and weed ridden state of the pavement, verge and walls along the bwlch, and in fact throughout the village. There were also lots of prickly hedges overhanging the pavement opposite the New Inn causing problems for pedestrians. The Clerk reported this to the Highways department on 8th September 2011.
9.There was a request for litter  bins and dog litter bins to be provided for the main road and the village in Tretower. The Clerk informed the Highways Department on 8th September 2011.

10.Pantybelli Corner. Email from Trunk Road Agency 26th September 2011 with the information that the initial investigation for improvements at this junction had been completed. The report suggested that a combination of visibility improvement and provision of a right turn lane would give benefits to vehicles approaching the junction, stationery vehicles waiting to turn right, and visibility for vehicles exiting the B4560. It was recommended that these measures should be taken forward for implementation. A bid with the Welsh Assembly Government to fund the scheme in 2011/12 was unsuccessful but will remain in the system and a bid will again be submitted to try to gain funding for the 2012 financial year. It was reported that the stop sign at this junction needed replacing.
Correspondence
1.Email Graham Powell 26th September 2011 informing the Council that the next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be in the Llangattock Community Hall on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 at 1930hrs.
Agenda Items will be required by the next meeting – 3rd November 2011.

2.Letter Crickhowell High School 19th September 2011 ( received 4th October 2011 ) from the Clerk to the Governing Body with details of  provision for an additional Community Governor on the School Governing Body. Names of volunteers to apply by 19th October 2011 ( extended to 31st October ).
3.Letter One Voice Wales 26th September 2011 with copy of the latest edition of “The Voice.” 
4.Letter PCC 29th September 2011 giving dispensation to all Town and Community Councillors with personal and prejudicial interests in the pylons development to be able to speak and vote on renewable energy issues.
Cllr Mrs JE Block declared an interest.

5.Letter Treasurer Cwmdu Eisteddfod 21st September 2011 asking for support from the Council for this year’s 90th Annual Eisteddfod on 21st November 2011. Donation of £200 agreed.
Proposed by CllrMrs DWV Cracroft and Seconded by Cllr Mrs L Price. Carried.

6.Letter British Waterways 8th September 2011 asking for education volunteers for the Monmouth and Brecon Canal.

7.Letter NSPCC 22nd August 2011 asking for a donation. Not approved.
8.Letter Crickhowell High School 25th July 2011 ( received 23rd September 2011 ) asking for a letter of support in their project to replace the existing surface with  a state of the art 3-G Astroturf.
9.Letter One Voice Wales 19th September 2011 with details of a new strategy  and action plan to update members on training developments. One of the actions concerns the appointment of a Training Champion in each Member Council.
10.Letter One Voice Wales 19th September 2011 with details of the Annual Conference and AGM on 8th October 2011.

11.Emails One Voice Wales with details of Training Course under-subscribed at Brecon on 19th October 2011, the October 2011 edition of the PAVO E-Briefing, an attached letter with details of the celebrations planned for the Golden Jubilee on 4th June 2012 and a weblink to a new publication entitled “Being a Councillor 2012.”  It is available from the Welsh  Local Government Association – http://www.wlga.gov.uk/english/be-a-councillor 
12.Letter BBNPA 1st September 2011 with the BBNPA Management Plan 2010-15 in Brief and Priority Actions.
Planning

1.Planning Application 11/06890/FUL dated 08/08/2011 for “One new dwelling on garden land opposite Bank View” at Land opposite Bank View, Tremynfa Road, Bwlch. The Councillors decided that there was not enough notice to make a decision on this application and as the Council’s reply was required by 30/08/2011 the Clerk was to ask for an extension from BBNPA. The Councillors discussed this application thoroughly and also considered the opinions of Cllrs T Sinnett and AA Harries who sent in emails with comments. The Clerk read out the letter he sent to the BBNPA on 07/09/2011.
2.Planning Application 10/04410/FUL – Land North of Allt View. The Clerk had been informed that there were revised plans relating to the access road but the plans had not been put on the website and neither had the BBNPA’s reply to the Council letter of 20/05/2011 been put on the BBNPA website. The Clerk wrote and asked for a set of the plans to be sent to the Council. BBNPA letter 19/09/2011 stated that the plans were now on the website and a set of the plans were enclosed for the Council.

3.Planning Application 11/06752FUL – Upper Pendre Bach. The Councillors questioned why the application had been removed from the website although the application had not been withdrawn.
4.Planning Application 11/06816/FUL – “Demolish existing shed and construct home working office in garden” ( Full Application ) at Step Cottage, Bwlch, Brecon. BBNPA letter 09/08/2011 granted permission.

5.Planning Application 11/06740/FUL – “Removal of hedge and raising of existing wall with piers and close-boarded timber fencing” ( Full Application ) at 6 St Johns Close, Tretower. BBNPA letter 19/08/2011 refused permission.
6.BBNPA Email 06/10/2011 – Essential Planning Database Maintenance Works. There will be possible disruption to planning services database systems and public access at the BBNPA from 11th – 15th October 2011.
 Accounts
1.R Doak – Annual Salary - £3000.00

2.R Doak – Expenses and £100 Stationery Allowance - £259.60

3.Crickhowell Joinery Bwlch Notice Board - £786.00

4.G R Price Fixing Bwlch Notice Board - £136.75
5.Cwmdu Eisteddfod – £200.00
All Above Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.
6.Bank Balance - £1945.69 – next precept due is £2667.00 on 31st December 2011.
7.BDO External Auditor phoned the Clerk with a query about the valuation of the Chains of Office as part of the External Audit.

Vedw Wood
The Clerk wrote to Mrs A Trotman, Gabb’s Solicitors on 7th September 2011 with an amended list of the Trustees for Vedw Wood which included all of the Community Councillors. A letter from Mrs Trotman dated 7th September 2011 informed the Council that Mrs Wallace had signed and returned the Statement of Truth. Mrs Trotman had also submitted the application for First Registration of Title to the Land Registry. A second letter from Mrs Trotman dated 14th September 2011 ( received on 28th September 2011 ) enclosed the application form to be completed to show the Trustees that were present at the meeting and to be signed by the persons authorised to apply for a scheme.
It is proposed that the Council apply for the Scheme by the Trustees of an unincorporated charity to register the Wood with the Land Registry.

Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried by all Councillors present who signed the application form.

Councillors Points
1.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the pavement from the Cwmdu School to Felindre needed cutting back.
2.Cllr T Sinnett reported that Tretower had been upgraded in the LDP from open countryside to level 4.

3.Cllr RDH Jackson commented on the new notice board in Bwlch and asked for a spare key.
Meeting Closed at  2125hrs. 
