  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Bwlch Village Hall on  3rd November 2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, Mrs H Sweeting, FJ Morgan, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies  Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft and CCllr Mrs K Silk.
Correspondence
1.Thank you letter from Cwmdu Eisteddfod 15th October 2011 for £200 donation.

2.PCC letter 10th October 2011 thanking the Council for it’s comments on the proposal to close Cwmdu Church in Wales School.

3.One Voice Wales letter 24th October 2011 with the minutes from the meeting on 1st July 2011 and the Agenda for the meeting to be held on 11th November 2011.
4.October 2011 copy of “The Regenerator” the seventh edition of the Powys Regeneration Partnership newsletter.

5.PCC letter 11th September 2011 with details of the Proposed Experimental 50mph Speed Limit –A479( T ).

6.BBNPA Letter 7th October 2011 with details of footpaths 32 & 34 to be amended in Cwmdu.

7.Letter 28th September 2011 from Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales asking for a donation. Not approved.
8.PCC Letter 19th October 2011 with the website to read copies of the second annual report of the statutory Director of Social Services for the period 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011. http://www.powys.gov.uk/index.php?id=9034&L=0 

9.Letter 30th September 2011 with the guide to taking part in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons on 4th June 2012. Also undated letter received on 3rd November 2011 from The Hon. Mrs Shan Legge-Bourke, Lord Lieutenant of Powys asking for Councils to take part in the Jubilee Celebrations.
Planning

1.Planning Application 11/0705/FUL at No 2 Allt View, Bwlch. White UPVC  glazed conservatory on faced brick dwarf wall, with polycarbonate roof panels situated on the rear elevation of the dwelling. BBNPA letter 22/09/2011 granted permission for this application.
2.Planning Application 11/07318/FUL – “Removal of hedge and raising of existing wall.” at 6 St Johns Close, Tretower. The Clerk is to reply with the Council’s comments by the required date.
Cllr RDH Jackson declared an interest in the next item on the Agenda.
Safety Concerns at Proposed Road Crossing for Affordable Housing Development adjacent to Allt View, Bwlch.

Planning Application 10/04410/FUL – Land North of Allt View. The Clerk had been informed that there were revised plans relating to the access road but the plans had not been put on the website and neither had the BBNPA’s reply to the Council letter of 20/05/2011 been put on the BBNPA website. The Clerk wrote and asked for a set of the plans to be sent to the Council. BBNPA letter 19/09/2011 stated that the plans were now on the website and a set of the plans were enclosed for the Council.

The proposed new road crossing was discussed by the Councillors and they were very concerned at the safety implications at this new crossing near the junction of Allt View and Coed y Bryn. The Councillors concerns at this junction have been reported to the Highways Department and the Schools Transport Officer in the past. It was decided that the Clerk should write to the relevant Officer and ask for a site meeting to discuss the Councillors concerns. A set of timed photographs was shown which illustrated the short amount of time from first seeing a car approaching from Llangorse until it was at the site of the proposed new road crossing. The Clerk would include the photographs in his letter to PCC. He would also ask CCllr Mrs K Silk for her advice on the appropriate Officer to write to.
 Accounts
1.RBL Wreath - £17.00

2.RBL Donation - £25.00

3.Clerks Salary Increase – 3 Years / £125.00 = £375.00

It is proposed to put the Clerks Salary Increase on a regular basis of £125.00 per annum.
All Above Proposed by Cllr  T Sinnett and Seconded by Cllr AA Harries. Carried.
4.Engraving for four years and repairs to several links to the Chairman’s Chain of Office was £57.00 at The Jewellery Workshop in Abergavenny. The Clerk paid in cash from the stationery allowance.

5.The External Audit Report from BDO. There were no issues arising and it is their intention to issue an unqualified certificate and report and there were no other matters they wished to draw to the attention of the Council. N.B. During the external audit the Auditor telephoned the Clerk and discussed the valuation of the Chains of Office. Insurance Valuations are not to be taken into account and the Clerk is requested to amend the valuation in box 12, section 1 of the annual report for 2011 before the Council approves the annual return.

The Council approved the annual return and the Clerk, as RFO, and the Chairman certified Section 3 by signing and dating the relevant box in this section.

Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and Seconded by Cllr AA Harries. Carried.
6.Bank Balance - £1328.69 – next precept due is £2667.00 on 31st December 2011.
Vedw Wood
The Clerk sent the completed application form that was signed by the Councillors on 6th October 2011 to Gabb & Co Solicitors. Letter from Mrs Trotman 7th October 2011 stated that the Land Registry wanted evidence that the Councillors were Trustees of the Wood. The Clerk checked the minutes and informed Mrs Trotman that there were Charity Commission letters from September 1973 and October 1992 reminding the Councillors of their responsibilities as Trustees. Mrs Trotman was going to inform the Land Registry who had given a deadline of 14th October 2011 to receive this information otherwise they were going to cancel the Council’s application.
There was a telephone call from Mrs Trotman on 31st October 2011 and she informed the Clerk that the Land Registry were requesting additional information including a search to check that the Wood was not registered as common land and they also stated that a surveyor would be required to survey the Wood as part of the Land Registration. Cllr RDH Jackson had received a letter from the Land Registry Office about the visit of the surveyor as Cllr RDH Jackson was the Chairman at the time this application was started. The letter was passed on to Cllr Mrs M-J Houlton as a member of the CSEG dealing with the Wood so that she could liaise with the Land Registry.
Cllr Mrs M-J Houlton informed the Council that the CSEG had held their AGM and briefed the Councillors on the latest developments in Vedw Wood which included planting 250 various saplings, 11 working days in the Wood, fencing had been done, there had been a Bio-Diversity event and there was a 14 year plan in place.
The Councillors asked the Clerk to write and thank the CSEG Committee for their efforts in managing the Wood.

LDP
A letter from BBNPA 26th October 2011 informed the Council that the Authority had submitted proposals for the Local Development Plan ( LDP ) to the Welsh Government for examination. A CD with the Deposit LDP 2007 – 2022 and a CD with Submission documents were enclosed with the letter. Representations on either the Proposed Focus Changes to the Deposit LDP or the draft Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Guidance can be made between 26th October 2011 and 7th December 2011. The Schedule of Focused Changes is in a document which is available on the website: www.breconbeacons.org 
Cllr T Sinnett had already looked up this information on the website and took the latest CDs and was going to report back at the next meeting if the Council needed to respond before 7th December 2011.
Five Councils Liaison Meeting Agenda
The next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be held at the Llangattock Community Hall on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 at 1930hrs. There were no Agenda items to be put forward from the Council, however several Councillors said they would attend the meeting.
The following meeting is to be hosted by Cwmdu and District Community Council and it was agreed that the  planning meeting booked for 15th March 2012 at Tretower Village Hall would be the date of the Five Councils Liaison Meeting.
Police Email Newsletter. The Clerk received a Newsletter from the Police for our Council Area reporting any incidents over the period September and October 2011. In future the Clerk would receive these newsletters as emails on a regular basis. The Clerk handed out copies of this newsletter and the Councillors discussed the content. They were pleased at this first newsletter, however some sensitive items should be toned down. The Clerk was to thank the policeman for the newsletter and confirm whether he could display future newsletters in the Council Notice Boards. 
Council Wreath for Bwlch War Memorial as well as Crickhowell War Memorial
It was proposed to lay a second wreath from the Council at the Bwlch War Memorial on Remembrance Day at 1100hrs. The other wreath would be laid at the Crickhowell War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and Seconded by Cllr AA Harries. Carried.
The Clerk was to arrange to supply another wreath to the Chairman.
Drexel Motors

Cllr RDH Jackson brought forward the item about the triangular piece of land in front of the Bwlch Village Hall car park which was part of Drexel Motors. He showed a Village Hall minute from 2008 which showed that there was an offer made to buy that piece of land, however it was not agreed at that time because of the uncertainty of the additional legal costs that would be incurred. After a short discussion it was decided that the Clerk should ask Mrs Trotman from Gabbs Solicitors for an estimate of the costs involved in purchase, land registry and legal costs. This would then be discussed at the December Meeting.
Meeting Closed at  2030hrs. 
