  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Tretower Village Hall on  1st December 2011 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft, Mrs JE Block, Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, Mrs H Sweeting, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were no apologies.  
Minutes of the Meetings held at Cwmdu Village Hall on 6th October 2011, Bwlch Village Hall on 3rd and 17th November 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising from the three meetings
1.Defibrillator Training. Names and dates are required for defibrillator training for Cwmdu Residents. The Clerk liaised with the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau to arrange a date for a training session but has not had a date for the training session yet. The Clerk was to check again with the CRIC.
2.Cllr AA Harries sent in an email requesting that the fact that the lack of an earlier bus to Brecon was discussed last meeting should be recorded in the minutes and could the notice and brief questionnaire in the Gate shop be advertised elsewhere in the village or possibly Tretower.

The Chairman Cllr S McLennan handed out the results of the comments from the slips placed in the Gate Shop. There was a discussion about the comments and the Chairman stated that he would write to the bus company about the new timetable.
3.Police Email Newsletter. The Clerk received a Newsletter from the Police for our Council Area reporting any incidents over the period September and October 2011. In future the Clerk would receive these newsletters as emails on a regular basis. The Clerk handed out copies of this newsletter and the Councillors discussed the content. They were pleased at this first newsletter, however some sensitive items should be toned down. The Clerk was to thank the policeman for the newsletter and confirm whether he could display future newsletters in the Council Notice Boards. 
4.Cwmdu School. There was a Consultation meeting about the future of the Cwmdu School in the Cwmdu Village Hall on 21st September 2011 for parents and community. The Clerk wrote a letter of support for the Cwmdu School and circulated it around the Councillors for their information. The letter was sent to the Strategic Director of Communities, Skills & Learning at County Hall. This was acknowledged in a letter from PCC on 12th October 2011. A further letter was received on 26th November 2011 stating that a statutory notice for the closure of Cwmdu Church in Wales School had been published. The notice is for the closure of the school from 31st August 2012. Any objections to the notice received by 24th December 2011 will be sent to the Minister at Welsh Government along with the Council’s comments. The feeling at the meeting was that although the Councillors objected to the closure of the school it was down to individuals to write letters to object.
5.Drexel Motors. Cllr RDH Jackson brought forward the item about the triangular piece of land in front of the Bwlch Village Hall car park which was part of Drexel Motors. He showed a Village Hall minute from 2008 which showed that there was an offer made to buy that piece of land, however it was not agreed at that time because of the uncertainty of the additional legal costs that would be incurred. After a short discussion it was decided that the Clerk should ask Mrs Trotman from Gabbs Solicitors for an estimate of the costs involved in purchase, land registry and legal costs.  Mrs Trotman replied 1st December 2011 with the approximate costings and it was decided to go ahead and make enquiries about a possible purchase of the triangular piece of land.

It was proposed to investigate the possibility of purchasing the land in front of the village hall carpark.

Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and seconded by Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting. Carried.

6. It was proposed to lay a second wreath from the Council at the Bwlch War Memorial on Remembrance Day at 1100hrs. The other wreath would be laid at the Crickhowell War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday. A wreath was available and laid at the Bwlch Memorial at 1100hrs on 11th November 2011. This was carried out at short notice but would be publicised for next year.

7.Five Councils Liaison Meeting. This was held at Llangattock Community Hall at 1930hrs on Wednesday 23rd November 2011. The Clerk and Cllr Mrs H Sweeting attended the meeting. The Agenda included a presentation by John Cook, CEO, BBNPA and Clare Parsons, BBNPA on the BBNPA Community Council Charter and Action Plan as well as the BBNPA IT update for Community Cluster Meetings and Webcasting proposals. Other Agenda items included the PCC Secondary Schools Modernisation Plans. PCC Recycling scheme, Parking provision for vehicles with trailers and the proposed shad pass at Crickhowell Bridge.

The next Liaison Meeting would be hosted by Cwmdu and District Community Council and held at Tretower Village Hall on Thursday 15th March 2012 at 1930hrs. Any planning applications could be discussed at 1900hrs. It was decided that the Council would not provide a full buffet but tea, coffee biscuits and cakes. The Clerk would inform the other Councils when asking for agenda items.
8. LDP. Cllr T Sinnett had already looked up this information on the website and took the latest CDs and was going to report back at the next meeting if the Council needed to respond before 7th December 2011. He reported that the Proposals Map for Bwlch still showed the Land Adjacent to Pen Y Graig as being existing Community use. This is not and never has been Community use and was listed as Candidate Site ( DBR-BCH-G ) in the LDP Settlement Assessment Reports. This was stated in the Cwmdu and District Community Council Deposit Stage Comments Form sent to BBNPA on 15th December 2010. The response form had been drafted and the Clerk was to send it off with the Council’s comments on the Focused Changes Comment Form.
Highways
1.Cllr Mrs L Price stated that the long lorries travelling down the A479 from Talgarth were very dangerous and too long to take the bends on this road safely. A letter from PCC received on 8th October 2011 has informed the Council that there will be a Proposed Experimental 50mph Speed Limit on the A479(T) road between Cwmdu and Tretower and between Cwmdu and Lower Genffordd.  There will be a trial period of 18 months to see if a reduced speed limit has a positive effect on driver behaviour and / or a reduction in the measured collision rate. The Clerk was to write to PCC and agree with the trial period at 50mph.
2.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that there was no safety catch on the gate leading from the Cwmdu Playground to the main road and that the other gate also needed to be repaired. The Clerk reported this to the Outdoor Recreation Officer who replied that he would visit the playground and assess the situation. The last report was 12th May 2011 and CCllr Mrs K Silk has asked for more information about his assessment. Email 7th September 2011 stated that the temporary job had broken and a more permanent solution was to be found. It was agreed that the Council should arrange to repair the safety catch on the gate. 
3.Cllr RDH Jackson reported the amount of rubbish in the Bwlch bus shelter which had accumulated since the litter bin had been removed. The Clerk reported this by email to the Highways department on 19th May 2011,  27th June 2011 and again on 22nd July 2011 but nothing has been done. CCllr Mrs K Silk was going to deal with Mr Colin Davies to chase up this complaint.
4.The requests for extra parking spaces in Glasfryn Terrace, Bwlch had been held over for 6 months and brought forward for the September meeting. There was a discussion about this and it was decided to go ahead with the request for more parking spaces at Glasfryn Terrace to stop the congestion there. A site meeting was arranged for 29th September 2011 and the possibility for more parking spaces on the grassy area was discussed and a plan would be put forward for costing and approval.
The request for more parking spaces at St John’s Close, Tretower would depend on what the residents decided and Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting was going to conduct a survey to find out the residents wishes. This was a problem as residents in private houses could be asked to pay towards public parking spaces and that would make this request unlikely to go ahead.
5.There was a request for litter  bins and dog litter bins to be provided for the main road and the village in Tretower. The Clerk informed the Highways Department on 8th September 2011. The Cwmdu Councillors also asked for dog litter bins for Cwmdu. CCllr Mrs K Silk was going to inform Mr Colin Davies of this request.
6.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the pavement from the Cwmdu School to Felindre was very overgrown and needed cutting back and the cuttings needed to be picked up. CCllr Mrs K Silk was going to inform Mr Colin Davies of this as well.
7.Email PCC 7th November 2011 with details of a temporary road closure in Bwlch from 30th January 2012 for four weeks. 
Correspondence
1.Letter PCC 1st November 2011 with details of Town & Community Council Elections 2012. The election date is Thursday 3rd May 2012 for all 110 Community Councils and 73 County Councils. All Councils will need to make a provision in it’s precept to cover the costs of the elections.
2.Letter Mid – Wales Housing Association 11th November 2011 looking to recruit New Members to join it’s Board of Management.

3.Letter Dyfed – Powys Police 8th November 2011 with details of a change to the Police Inspector who will be Inspector Andy Reed from 20th November 2011.

4.Letter Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority Annual Action Plan 2012 -2013 dated November 2011.

5.Letter Dyfed – Powys Police 10th November 2011 with a questionnaire to complete listing the Council’s Policing Priorities for 2012 -2013.

6.Email Clare Parsons BBNPA 25th November 2011 BBNPA Social Inclusion Strategy & Action Plan Consultation. Responses required by 20th January 2012.
7.Email One Voice Wales 14th November 2011 with details of several matters concerning training issues, sustainable development, accommodation for training events and appointment of associate trainers.

8.Email One Voice Wales 16th November 2011 Amendment to the Model Standing Orders, paragraph 31 concerning Allegations of Breaches of the Code of Conduct. Paragraph 31 has been amended following discussions with the Public Ombudsman for Wales. Appointment of Training Champions in each Council. So far OVW has received notification of 45 Councillors as Training Champions which is disappointing considering there are over 500 Member Councils. Letter extends the closing date for responses to 16th December 2011.
9.Email and Poster Del Morgan OVW 16th November 2011 with details and poster of  an event in Brecon on 5th December 2011 at the Theatr Brycheiniog  between 0930 and 1230hrs to discuss issues of inequality in Powys. This is a PCC and Powys Local Health Board joint free consultation event.

10.Email One Voice Wales 23rd November 2011 with a survey for local councils who are able to obtain a licence from Ordnance Survey to access and use it’s digital maps.

11.Email BBNPA 23rd November 2011 BBNPA Equality Act Consultation requires responses by 20th January 2012.
Planning

1.Planning Application 11/07330/FUL - 03/11/2011 – “Conversion of former coach house to holiday accommodation with creation of parking area in cartilage of garden  and associated works” near Middle Gaer, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA with the Council’s comments on 21/11/2011.

2.Planning Application 11/07410/FUL – 28/11/2011 – “Proposed home working office in garden of Step Cottage, Bwlch, replacing garden shed” at Steps Cottage, Bwlch. The reply to BBNPA is required by 19th December 2011.
Allt View Section 106 Agreement

Cllrs T Sinnett and RDH Jackson declared an interest in this agenda item.
1.B/Fwd from 03/11/2011 Meeting:-  Planning Application 10/04410/FUL – Land North of Allt View. The proposed new road crossing was discussed by the Councillors and they were very concerned at the safety implications at this new crossing near the junction of Allt View and Coed y Bryn. The Councillors concerns at this junction have been reported to the Highways Department and the Schools Transport Officer in the past. It was decided that the Clerk should write to the relevant Officer and ask for a site meeting to discuss the Councillors concerns. A set of timed photographs was shown which illustrated the short amount of time from first seeing a car approaching from Llangorse until it was at the site of the proposed new road crossing. The Clerk would include the photographs in his letter to PCC. He would also ask CCllr Mrs K Silk for her advice on the appropriate Officer to write to. The Clerk wrote to Mr Brian Price at PCC on 8th November 2011 with a set of the photographs but had not had a reply yet.
2.B/Fwd from 17/11/2011 Meeting. Land North of Allt View, Bwlch. It was requested that this be put on the next Council meeting as an Agenda item. Residents near the site who had sent comments in about this application had received letters from BBNPA which stated that approval had been given and that Section 106 money had been agreed but at this time the Community Council had not been formally advised. There was, however some doubt that the money would solely be used for the benefit of Cwmdu and District Community Council Area because of the wording in the letter. It was an Agenda item so that this could be clarified with BBNPA and PCC.

3.CCllr Mrs K Silk stated that she would clarify the Section 106 money details with the Solicitor to the BBNPA and inform the Community Councillors.
4.Letter BBNPA 02/11/2011 granted permission for the Land North of Allt View Development

 Accounts
1.Viking – Stationery  - £170.94   ( VAT - £28.49 )
Proposed by Cllr Mrs JE Block and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft.  Carried.
2.Bank Balance - £1140.75 – next precept due is £2667.00 on 31st December 2011.
It was proposed that the precept for 2012-13 to include Council Elections would be £9000.00.
Proposed by Cllr T Sinnett and Seconded by Cllr Mrs DWV Cracroft. Carried.

Vedw Wood
The Clerk wrote to Mr Chris Evans, Secretary of CSEG to thank the members of CSEG for the amount of work carried out in the wood. An email reply on 11th November 2011 from Mr Evans thanked the Councillors for their comments.
Cllr Mrs M-J Houlton informed the Councillors that she had been in touch with the Land Registry and had offered to show their Surveyor around the wood.
Councillors Points
1.The following Councillors had keys to the notice boards in the villages and were able to post notices for the benefit of local residents:- Cllrs Mrs JE Block, Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting and Cllr RDH Jackson.
2.Cllr RDH Jackson stated that the missing sign for “No Dogs Allowed” had not been replaced as promised on the gate of the Bwlch Playground.

3.Cllr AA Harries reported that the narrow lane going north by the old Central stores on the A40 in Bwlch leading to Tremle was full of potholes and needed repairs.

4.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the road from the Cwmdu Church to the campsite was getting narrower as the debris was not swept up after the hedges were cut. CCllr Mrs K Silk said she would inform Mr Colin Davies of this as well as the previous environmental issues.
Meeting Closed at 2100hrs. 
