  CWMDU AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at Cwmdu Village Hall on  5th January 2012 at 1900hrs.

Present  were Chairman Cllr S McLennan, Cllrs Mrs L Price, Mrs M-J Houlton, Mrs H Sweeting, T Sinnett, RDH Jackson, AA Harries, CCllr Mrs K Silk and the Clerk – RAB Doak.
Apologies   There were apologies from Cllrs Mrs DWV Cracroft and Mrs JE Block.
Minutes of the Meetings held at Tretower Village Hall on 1st and 15th December 2011 were confirmed and signed.

Matters Arising
1.Defibrillator Training. The Clerk liaised with the Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau to arrange a date for a training session but has not had a date yet and was to arrange a date in February 2012.
2.The lack of an earlier bus to Brecon was discussed and the Chairman Cllr S McLennan handed out the results of the comments from the slips placed in the Gate Shop. The Chairman emailed the bus company about the new timetable and informed the company that the local residents would be interested in trialling an earlier bus through Bwlch. A prompt reply from the bus company has asked for more information.
3.Police Email Newsletter. The Policeman who provided the first newsletter had been transferred to Brecon so the Clerk would ask PC Mark Keen if he could provide newsletters in future. There was a warning from the Chairman who had had information that a white van with three occupants had been targeting isolated sheds and farm buildings and stealing from them. Residents in rural areas were warned to be vigilant.

4.Cwmdu School. A letter was received on 26th November 2011 stating that a statutory notice for the closure of Cwmdu Church in Wales School had been published. The notice was for the closure of the school from 31st August 2012. Any objections to the notice received by 24th December 2011 would be sent to the Minister at Welsh Government along with the Council’s comments. The Councillors were informed that there had been an objection sent to the Minister so the Council’s comments would also be sent.
5.Drexel Motors. It was agreed that Cllr RDH Jackson should go ahead and make preliminary enquiries with the owners of the triangular piece of land in front of the Bwlch Village Hall carpark with a view to the possible purchase of this piece of land.
6.LDP. Cllr T Sinnett reported that the Proposals Map for Bwlch still showed the Land Adjacent to Pen Y Graig as being existing Community use. This is not and never has been Community use and was listed as Candidate Site ( DBR-BCH-G ) in the LDP Settlement Assessment Reports. This was stated in the Cwmdu and District Community Council Deposit Stage Comments Form sent to BBNPA on 15th December 2010. The response form had been drafted and the Clerk sent it off with the Council’s comments on the Focused Changes Comment Form on 2nd December 2011 in time for the deadline of 7th December 2011.
Highways
1.A479(T) road. A letter from PCC received on 8th October 2011 informed the Council that there would be a Proposed Experimental 50mph Speed Limit on the A479(T) road between Cwmdu and Tretower and between Cwmdu and Lower Genffordd.  There will be a trial period of 18 months to see if a reduced speed limit has a positive effect on driver behaviour and / or a reduction in the measured collision rate. The Clerk wrote to PCC and stated that the Councillors were pleased that this trial was going to happen.
2.Safety Catch Cwmdu Playground. Email 7th September 2011 stated that the temporary repair job had broken and a more permanent solution was to be found. It was agreed that the Council should arrange to repair the safety catch on the gate until PCC carried out the repair.
3.Bwlch bus shelter. CCllr Mrs K Silk emailed Mr Colin Davies on 1st December 2011 to chase up the Council’s repeated requests for PCC to replace the litter bin which had been removed. An email reply on 2nd December 2011 stated that a litter bin would be replaced near the bus shelter.
4.Litter  bins and dog litter bins for Cwmdu and Tretower. CCllr Mrs K Silk informed Mr Colin Davies of this request by email on 1st December 2011. An email reply on 2nd December 2011 requested the locations of the bins required in Cwmdu and Tretower.
5.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the pavement from the Cwmdu School to Felindre was very overgrown and needed cutting back and the cuttings needed to be picked up. CCllr Mrs K Silk informed Mr Colin Davies.
6.Cllr AA Harries reported that the narrow lane going north by the old Central stores on the A40 in Bwlch leading to Tremle was full of potholes and needed repairs. This was reported on 1st December 2011 and Mr Colin Davies has listed this as a job on the highways system.
7.Cllr Mrs JE Block reported that the road from the Cwmdu Church to the campsite was getting narrower as the debris was not swept up after the hedges were cut. It was also reported that the fire hydrant opposite Ty Gwyn / Box Cottage was getting covered up by the verge. CCllr Mrs K Silk said she would inform Mr Colin Davies of this as well. An email reply on 2nd December 2011 stated a highways job would be arranged for the fire hydrant and Mr Colin Davies asked for information about the contractor / landowner who cut the hedges.
8.Email PCC 7th November 2011 with details of a temporary road closure in Bwlch from 30th January 2012 for four weeks. The C0109 from the junction with the lane leading to Middlewood House to the junction with the Treberfedd Road by the Old Saw Mills will be closed for approx. 4 weeks for Welsh Water to carry out mains repairs. Cllr FJ Morgan stated that the recent work carried out by Welsh Water on the main road through Bwlch during December 2011 had caused significant disruption in the village. He asked that the Clerk write to the Area Traffic Technician ( South ) at PCC requesting more supervision and tighter controls over the contractors to avoid the levels of disruption caused by the previous work in Bwlch.
Correspondence
1.Email BBNPA 20th December 2011 with details of Planning Surgeries in Abergavenny and Llandovery during 2012. The Advice centre in Brecon is open every Wednesday from 0930 to 1630hrs. Copies of the notice to be displayed on the village notice boards.
2.Letter PCC Head of Schools Service 16th December 2011 with details of Welsh in Education Strategic Plan. The Consultation period is from 2nd January to 10th February 2012.

3.Letter Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod November 2011 asking for a donation. Not Approved.
4.Email Charity Commission 29th November 2011 with details of the Autumn Edition of the Charity Commission News.
5.Email PAVO 1st December 2011 with details of the December 2011 E-Briefing.
6.Email One Voice Wales 5th December 2011 with details of the Welsh Assembly Government’s Consultation on the Fire and Rescue National Framework 2012 – comments by 17th February 2012.
7.Email One Voice Wales 9th December 2011 with details of a training programme for Councils – Strong Roots Project – “Green Futures” Training Programme. 
8.Email One Voice Wales 13th December 2011 with details of a Consultation Exercise on the Proposed procedural changes for advertising road traffic regulations. Comments by 29th February 2012.

9.Letter National Assembly for Wales 8th December 2011 with details on consultation on Local Government Byelaws ( Wales ) Bill – Comments by 2nd February 2012.
Planning

Cllr Mrs L Price declared an interest in this agenda item.
1. Planning Application 11/07446/FUL – 06/12/2011 – “Conversion of redundant agricultural barns to form dwelling, garage and store.” At Upper Pentrebach Farm, Cwmdu. The Clerk read out the letter sent to BBNPA with the Council’s comments on 16/12/2011.

2. A letter from Mr James, Senior Planning Officer ( DC ) – 27/06/2011 was read out at the planning meeting on 15/12/2011 and it related to planning application 11/06752/FUL – Upper Pentrebach Farm and referred to plans that were inaccurate. The letter went on to state that the application would be deemed to be invalid due to the inaccuracies of the plans. As the plans were inaccurate the NPA could not make a decision on the submitted details.

There had been a discussion about this letter which was signed by the Development Control Manager and therefore considered to be a policy decision which the Councillors felt should also apply to planning application 11/07410/FUL – Steps Cottage in view of the inaccuracies in it’s plans.

The Clerk was asked to send an email that night ( 15/12/2011 ) to the BBNPA because the deadline to reply to the Steps Cottage application was 19/12/2011. The Clerk read out the email he sent to the planning officers dealing with Upper Pentrebach Farm and Steps Cottage.

3.It was reported that although the planning application for a home office at Steps Cottage had not yet been approved by BBNPA the building had already been constructed. The Clerk was asked to write to the planning officer to report this.

Allt View Section 106 Agreement / Proposed New Road Crossing

Cllrs T Sinnett and RDH Jackson declared an interest in this agenda item.

1.Proposed New Road Crossing  The Clerk wrote to Mr Brian Price at PCC on 8th November 2011 with the Council’s concerns at the proposed new crossing at the junction of Allt View and Coed y Bryn. There was an email reply from Area Highways Development Control Officer at PCC on 21st December 2011 which stated that the developers had not yet submitted the engineering drawings covering all road improvements and estate road works. The email went on to state that when all drawings had been submitted a site meeting could take place. The Clerk was to reply and confirm that Councillors would be keen to attend this site meeting.
2.Allt View Section 106 Agreement. CCllr Mrs K Silk stated that she would clarify the Section 106 money details with the Solicitor to the BBNPA and inform the Community Councillors. Email 2nd December 2011 from the BBNPA Solicitor stated that the Section 106 money can only be spent in the Cwmdu and District Community Council Administrative area. This email went on to state that the Community Council did not have a direct say in how the money would be spent.  CCllr Mrs K Silk queried this with the Head of Housing at PCC. An email from the Housing Services Manager on 15th December 2011 stated that irrespective of the wording of the agreement he would expect PCC and Melin Homes to consult with the Community Council over the use of the money. 
3.A Site Meeting is to be held in Bwlch on Monday 9th January 2012 to discuss Section 106 money with the Housing Officer, PCC, the Outdoor Recreation Officer and Melin Homes. Several Councillors said they would attend the meeting.
Accounts
1.BDO – Audit - £144.00

Proposed by Cllr AA Harries and Seconded by Cllr T Sinnett. Carried.
2.BDO, the External Auditor had completed the Audit. There were no matters arising and the Annual Return was presented to the Council. The minutes must show that the Annual Return had been approved and accepted by the Council. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit is to be displayed on the Village Notice Boards.
Proposed by Cllr FJ Morgan and Seconded by Cllr RDH Jackson. Carried.

2.Bank Balance - £3663.75 – including  precept of £2667.00 banked on 30th  December 2011. The Clerk wrote to PCC with the Council’s request for a precept of £9000 for the FY 2012/13.
Vedw Wood
A letter from Mrs Trotman, Gabb& Co. Solicitors informed the Council that the Surveyor from the Land Registry had completed his survey and the result was being considered by the Land Registry’s Departmental Lawyer. There was a query concerning access to the smaller wooded area and the Land Registry wanted to establish how the Council were in possession of and using the smaller wood. The Clerk sent a copy of the letter and the map of the wood to the CSEG and Mr Michael Houlton, the Woodland Officer, CSEG marked up the map which was sent on to the Land Registry by Mrs Trotman.
Five Councils Liaison Meeting. 
This was held at Llangattock Community Hall at 1930hrs on Wednesday 23rd November 2011. Mr Graham Powell, Clerk to the Llangattock Community Council sent a copy of the report of the meeting to the Clerk who forwarded it on to the Community Councillors. There was also some correspondence about the proposed shad pass at Crickhowell Bridge. The next Liaison Meeting would be hosted by Cwmdu and District Community Council and held at Tretower Village Hall on Thursday 15th March 2012 at 1930hrs. Any planning applications could be discussed at 1900hrs. It was decided that the Council would not provide a full buffet but tea, coffee biscuits and cakes. The Clerk would ask for agenda items by 1st March 2012.
Councillors Points
1.Cllr Mrs HG Sweeting reported that the notice board in Tretower was leaking and it was hard to read the notices. The Clerk was to seek advice from Crickhowell Joinery about the maintenance of the notice boards.
2.Cllr T Sinnett asked about the possibility of erecting automatic speed warning signs in Bwlch. CCllr Mrs K Silk was going to ask Mr Dean Williams of the Trunk Road Agency about this.

3.Cllr FJ Morgan asked about the possibility of extending the 30mph speed limits through Bwlch. The Clerk had written to the Trunk Road Agency about this on a previous occasion, however CCllr Mrs K Silk would also ask Mr Dean Williams about this as well.

4.Cllr Mrs L Price complained about the recycling contractor in the Cwmdu Village Hall Car Park who placed the bins inconsiderately and took up extra parking spaces. Cllr Mrs Mary – Jane Houlton stated she would talk to the Village Hall Committee to deal with the contractor.
5.Cllr Mrs L Price repeated her request for some lighting at the Nantyffin junction. The Clerk said he would write to Mr Dean Williams with the Council’s concerns at this dangerous junction.
Meeting Closed at  2040hrs. 
