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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 15 September 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, B Cox, Mrs S Wintle, R J Williams, Mrs J Charlton   (7)

Four members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllr A Fryer

118/09
Access/obstruction issues in Llangattock

Further to Minute 107/09 (h), before the formal start of the Council Meeting, the Chairman invited Mr M Butterfield to give his views on access/obstruction issues in the area. Mr Butterfield said that he wanted to make it clear that he was determined to ensure, with the help of the police, that footways and dropped kerbs in the village were not obstructed so that his son and others could go about their daily activities without inconvenience. Mr Butterfield, along with his wife and son, then left the Meeting. 

119/09
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllr Mrs J Charlton declared her prejudicial interest in CRiC 120/09 (e), BBNPA LDP  122/09 (b) and planning 124/09.

Cllr Mrs N Stockham declared her prejudicial interest in BBNPA LDP 122/09 (b)

120/09
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance meeting held on 21 July 2009, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the inclusion in Minute 104/09 that Cllr Mrs J Charlton declared her prejudicial interest in Minute 109/09, planning applications.

121/09
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
106/09 (a) Rural Housing Enabler

Submitted: letter dated 22.7.09 from David James, the Rural Housing Enabler at Abergavenny, confirming that he had forwarded the report to the BBNPA, and also that there was no relationship between his role relative to affordable housing and the BBNP LDP.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
106/09 (b) Allotments in Llangattock

Cllr W J Elliott reported that it had been agreed to hold an open day with hog roast at the allotments on the following Saturday; two allotment holders had put exhibits in the local show; rabbits continued to be a problem; investigations into the provision of a water borehole continued; plans were progressing for the planting of fruit trees at the bottom of the field and nut and fruit trees at the top; one storage container had been purchased.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
106/09 (c) Rubbish near The Old Rectory Hotel

The Chairman said that there had been no further progress and he would be following up the matter.

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
106/09 (d) Gas installation at Hillside

The Clerk said that Cllr Fryer had reported that the gas site was now permanently manned by security guards; work seemed to have stopped, including assembly of a portakabin pumping space;. there was a lot of activity by what appeared to be management people; a second 24 hour sound test had been carried out; a second truck had gone off the Hafod road.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
106/09 (f) Council website

Following further discussion, it was AGREED that the Clerk would meet with CRiC officers on the following Friday to discuss the matter further.

(f)
106/09 (g) Footway adjacent to Recreation Ground

Submitted: reply dated 10.8.09 from Powys Highways, stating that they noted that the Council was pleased with the recent power washing, also that Powys CC had a special footway scrubbing machine which could be used twice yearly to clean the slabs, thus obviating the need to remove the existing. Liaison with County Cllr Holmes was suggested.

Members considered the above suggestion to be an excellent idea.

(g)
107/09 (a) One Voice Wales – National Training Programme for Community Councils

The Clerk stated that a revised list of venues etc had been received from O V W. The Chairman stressed the importance of Members taking advantage of the opportunities offered by the training courses.

AGREED that interested Members would contact the Clerk.

(h)
107/09 (h) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales

Submitted: letter dated 7.8.09 from the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales, informing that he had decided not to investigate the complaint made by Mr M Butterfield against Cllr W J Elliott.

RESOLVED: noted.

(i)
107/09 (h) Access issues in Llangattock

Further to 118/09, Members discussed the issues raised earlier regarding access/obstruction in the village and AGREED that it would be beneficial to invite Police officers to attend the October meeting.

(j)
112/09 Bus link to Crickhowell

Members noted that the new trial bus link was in operation, but in the absence of County Cllr Holmes there was nothing further.

122/09
Correspondence

(a)
One Voice Wales – AGM on 10.10.09

Submitted: copy of the five motions for debate at the O V W AGM on 10.10.09. Members were of the view that the Council’s delegates should support 1, 2, 4 and 5 and consider the arguments put forward in respect of 3.

(b)
BBNPA – Local Development Plan 

Submitted:

1)
Letter dated 7.8.09 from the BBNPA Director of Planning, with details of the presentation and list of key points and actions arising from the LDP update meeting held at Brecon on 4.8.09, which had been attended by Cllrs Elliott and Powell.

2)
Letter dated 7.9.09 from the BBNPA Strategy and Policy Officer, with reports relating to the LDP Settlement Assessments.

3)
Letter dated 10.9.09 from the BBNPA Head of Strategy, Policy and Heritage, with additional background information  -   note: all maps etc were available on the BBNP website.

The Assessments

i)
Llangattock – level 3 settlement. Inter alia: Llangattock had reached its environmental capacity; no areas of growth had been identified during site assessments.

· Members were in agreement with the above and the proposed LDP development boundary, which differed from the UDP in excluding the land to the north of the C137 Ffawyddog road opposite Church View. 

· However, Members opposed the inclusion of candidate site CS33, as the Council had been consistently opposed over many years to any further developments in the south of the village which would add to the existing traffic volume.

Cllr Mrs J Charlton declared her prejudicial interest and left the chamber.

· Noted that the area of land off Park Drive was excluded, as shown as liable to flooding on Environment Agency flood maps.

ii)
Dardy – level 4 settlement. Settlement assessment considered the Dardy to be a historic settlement whose character was important to preserve in terms of cultural heritage of the area; no opportunity existed for future development and the candidate site CS8 would be unnecessary and out of character in the landscape setting.


RESOLVED: agreed.

iii)
Legar – open countryside. Proposed to change development boundary designation from that in UDP. 

· CS4 site adjacent to Park Farm Lodge shown as liable to flooding and therefore unsuitable for housing development.

· CS133 – UDP allocation as extension to Granada Park – to be included in LPD.

· CS48 adjacent to Brook Cottage  -  within flood zone.

Cllr Mrs N Stockham declared her prejudicial interest and left the chamber.

RESOLVED: agreed.

iv)
Ffawyddog – open countryside. Dispersed community spread over a large area with no logical means of enabling growth without impacting on the nature of the settlement; access constraints.


RESOLVED: agreed.

Members considered that the above were in general accord with views expressed in public participation events in 2008, and it was RESOLVED to inform the BBNPA accordingly.

The members of the public left the meeting at this point.

(c)
Powys Local Health Board – Consultation on the Modernisation of Older People’s Mental Health Services

Submitted: letter dated 11.8.09 from the Chief Executive of the above LHB, with a copy of the above consultation paper – comments by 11.11.09.

Cllrs Cox and Mrs Charlton agreed to study and report to the October meeting.

(d)
Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2008-2009

Submitted: letter dated 3.8.09 from the President of the Panel with an update of the activities of the Adjudication Panel during the last year.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(e)
National Assembly for Wales – consultation on proposed LCO

Submitted: letter dated 4.8.09 from the Temporary Committee Chair of Legislation Committee No 2 at the Assembly, inviting evidence on the proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Local Government) Order 2009, relating to community councils and councillor recruitment, retention and allowances – submissions by 18.9.09.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(f)
WAG – Local Government Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008/2009

Submitted: letter dated 20.8.09 from the Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, with a copy of the above Report.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(g)
Powys CC – Local environment initiative

Submitted: letter dated 21.8.09 from Powys CC informing of changes to the management structure of the Highways services. From September 2009, there would be four areas in Powys, each with a Local Area Manager – contact details provided.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(h)
Keep Wales Tidy

Submitted: details from Keep Wales Tidy of Tidy Wales Week from 21 to 27 September.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(i)
Powys CC – Community benefits from wind energy developments in Powys

Submitted: letter dated 5.9.09 from Powys CC with a copy of the above.

Cllr Mrs Wintle agreed to study and report to the October meeting.

(j)
Powys CC – canal bridge new weight limits

1)
Submitted: letter dated 18.8.09 from Powys CC Local and Environmental Services, with a copy of the first Notice, Draft Orders and plans for new weight limits on canal bridges No 119 (Folly Bridge) of 3 tonnes and No 121 (Llwyncyrenwin Bridge) of 18 tonnes.


The Clerk said that he had queried the alternative access routes for both bridges, which he considered completely unrealistic. Powys CC had replied to the effect that the new limits replaced existing limits.

2)
Submitted: letter dated 4.9.09 from Powys CC with a copy of the Second Notice and sealed Orders dated 27.8.09.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(k)
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Annual Report and workshops 2009

Submitted: letter dated 1.9.09 from the Chairman of the above Boundary Commission, inviting attendance at their Annual Report and workshop events in Wales.

Cllrs Cox and Elliott said that they attended similar events last year but did not recommend attendance again.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(l)
Mrs R Ross, Legar

Submitted: undated letter from Mrs R Ross of the Legar, together with a copy of a reply she had received from Powys CC Waste Services dated 7.8.09, setting out her concerns over proposed changes to the refuse disposal services, in particular the introduction of wheeled refuse bins. 

Cllr Elliott said that he had attended a Powys CC roadshow at Crickhowell earlier in the summer and he felt there were contradictions in the information given at that time and the above reply from Powys CC.

RESOLVED to write to Powys CC for clarification of the latest proposals.

123/09
Clerk’s report

(a)
The Clerk said he had written to Powys CC with regard to the number of unofficial signs on the road verge at the Llangattock end of Crickhowell Bridge. There was concern about the increased number and possible distraction to motorists; also, an eyesore at a popular location. In a reply dated 1.9.09, Powys CC Local and Environmental Services said that they were following the matter up with the organisations responsible.


Members were pleased to note that the signs had since been removed.

(b)
The Clerk said that he had received complaints about a new metal gate which had been erected at the farmstead end, across the full width of the access lane leading from the C138 to Cwrt Isaf. Public footpath No 18 ran along the lane.


AGREED to write to the BBNPA Public Rights of Way Officer for his views.


Cllr Mrs Stockham left the meeting at this point.

124/09
Planning applications.      Nil.

125/09
Planning permission granted by BBNPA

(a)
08/01589/FUL – change of use from hotel to a private residence offering bed and breakfast accommodation at Ty Croeso Hotel, Dardy   -  in accord with approved plans  -  ref 50/08

(b)
09/03289/FUL – creation of new letting rooms and stair access to attic space and existing roof flat at The Old Rectory Country Hotel, Llangattock   -  in accord with approved plans  -  ref 109/09 (a)

RESOLVED: noted.

126/09
Planning permission refused by BBNPA

(a)
09/03425 – extension and alterations at Brynhyfryd, Ffawyddog  -  reasons: extensions proposed, as a result of their cumulative design, size and scale would neither compliment nor respect the character of the original buildings or surroundings. Contrary to BBNP UDP policies G3, G6 and ES27; and G3, G7 and H14 of the BBNP Local Plan   -   ref 109/09 (b)


RESOLVED: noted.

127/09
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
The Green Valleys


Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that the woodland management project was going well – 12 volunteers from Llangattock – training programme set up; the hydro sites were also progressing; response from the Energy Saving Trust awaited.

(b)
Llangattock School Governing Body


Cllr Cox reported that the School had received an outstanding report recently from the Estyn Inspectors, achieving seven grade 1s.


Members were extremely pleased to note the above and it was AGREED to write to the School to congratulate all concerned.

128/09
Report from County Cllr J Holmes.   Nil.

129/09
Complaints.   Nil.

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.55 pm.

