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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 20 October 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs J Dobbs, A Fryer, Mrs J Charlton, B Cox   (6)

Three members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs Mrs S Wintle, R J Williams, Mrs N Stockham, County Cllr J Holmes

135/09
Local policing matters

Before the formal start of the meeting, the Chairman welcomed Pc M Keane and Inspector Baird of Dyfed Powys Police, to discuss local policing matters. Items raised included: local crime statistics (currently available via the Dyfed Powys Police website); excess speeding; off-road bikers; Neighbourhood Watch schemes. Officers answered questions and were thanked for their attendance by the Chairman.

136/09
Cllr R J Williams

The Chairman referred to the recent sad death of Dean, one of the sons of Cllr R J and Mrs Williams, at the age of 38 years. Expressions of sympathy had been sent to the family and Members had attended the funeral at St Catwg’s Church.

137/09
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllrs Mrs J Charlton declared her prejudicial interest in planning matters, 142/09.

138/09
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance meeting held on 15 September 2009, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

139/09
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
121/09 (a) Rural Housing Enabler

The Clerk stated that there was nothing further.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
121/09 (b) Allotments in Llangattock

Cllr W J Elliott reported that the recent Open Day had been very successful. The weather had been fine and over £400 had been raised for the allotment funds. There were currently 47 paid up members with 15 people on the waiting list. Investigations into the provision of a water borehole were continuing.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
121/09 (c) Rubbish near The Old Rectory Hotel

Cllr Elliott said that no further progress had been made and he would follow up.

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
121/09 (d) Gas installation at Hillside

Cllr A Fryer reported that there was a lot of activity at the site although it was unclear exactly what was being done. He understood that the BBNPA Enforcement Officers were aware of the developments.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
121/09 (e) Council website

The Clerk reported that he and the Chairman had met officers at CRiC about the construction of the new website.

Following discussion, it was AGREED to include Members’ contact details; also photographs of the area.

(f)
121/09 (f) Footway adjacent to Recreation Ground

Submitted: reply dated 23.9.09 from Powys CC Highways, stating that their cleaning/scrubbing machine could be used on a regular basis to remove algae etc; also, that consultation should be undertaken with BBNPA before slabs were removed/replaced. Liaison with County Cllr Holmes was advised.

Members noted the above and AGREED to ask Powys CC to carry out the cleaning as above.

(g)
121/09 (g) One Voice Wales training for councillors

The Chairman said that the Chief Executive of O V W had announced at the recent National Conference and AGM that over 600 councillors across Wales had already taken advantage of the training opportunities. He stressed again, the importance of members taking up the training opportunities.

RESOLVED: noted.

(h)
121/09 (j) Bus link to Crickhowell

The Clerk said that County Cllr Holmes had reported that the trial would end on 31.10.09, and that the number of users would be assessed and a meeting held with the relevant Powys CC transport officers.

Members felt that the trial bus link had been a worthwhile project and it was AGREED to write to Powys CC accordingly.

(i)
122/09 (a) One Voice Wales Conference and AGM on 10.10.09

Cllr Elliott reported that he and Cllr Powell had attended the above at Pontrhyfendigaid. The venue was impressive and there had been a good attendance of delegates from all parts of Wales. The keynote speaker at the Conference was Dr Brian Gibbons AM, WAG Minister for Social Justice and Local Government. Other speakers gave presentations about the Penllyn Partnership Project, involving a grouping of community councils and Gwynedd County Council; and Community Development and Community Strategies. The five resolutions at the AGM had all been passed.

RESOLVED: noted.

(j)
122/09 (c) Powys LHB – Consultation on the Modernisation of Older People’s Mental Health Services


Cllrs Cox and Mrs Charlton submitted comments on the above, which it was AGREED to forward to the LHB.

(k)
122/09 (l) Powys CC – recycling and waste collections


Submitted: reply dated 25.9.09 from Powys CC Waste Services Manager, saying that he was concerned about the suggestion of contradictory information being given on the future collection arrangements. He offered to attend a Council meeting to explain the latest proposals.


RESOLVED: noted and invite the Manager to the next Five Councils’ Liaison Meeting.

(l)
123/09 (b) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf, Llangattock


Submitted: reply dated 25.9.09 from the BBNPA Public Rights of Way Officer, stating that he had asked Powys CC Highways Network Manager to carry out an inspection and to let the NP and Community Council know the outcome.


RESOLVED: noted.

140/09
Correspondence

(a)
Powys CC – A4077 at Crickhowell Bridge


Submitted: 

1)
letter dated 13.10.09 from Powys CC, informing that resurfacing works on Crickhowell Bridge were programmed for 3 days from 27.10.09 from 6pm to 10pm.

2)
letter dated 19.10.09 from Powys CC with a copy of the Short Term Notice and Plan, which amended the relevant days to 28 and 29 October. Alternative routes were set out.


The Clerk said that he would put up notices on the Council’s notice boards to alert the public to the works.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
Powys CC – Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales


Submitted: letter dated 9.10.09 from Powys CC Head of Legal, Scrutiny and Democratic Services, inviting attendance at a presentation at Brecon on 22.10.09 by the above Commission to describe the operation of the forthcoming Electoral Review in the County.


AGREED that Cllr Powell would attend.

(c)
Powys CC – BT ‘adopt a kiosk’


Submitted: letter dated 6.10.09 from Powys CC Economic Regeneration Manager at Welshpool, informing that BT had been in contact regarding a number of red telephone kiosks in the County that had been identified as not being used sufficiently to continue providing service at their locations. The Clerk said that he had since ascertained that the kiosk at the Ffawyddog was not one of those affected.


RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
Crickhowell Town Council


Submitted: email dated 16.10.09 from the Clerk to Crickhowell TC, informing that the next Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting would be held at Crickhowell on 25.11.09. Agenda items were requested.


AGREED to put forward: Powys CC waste/recycling proposals; Councils’ website update; access issues.

(e)
Crickhowell & District Civic Society


Submitted: copy letter dated 16.10.09 sent by the above Civic Society to the postbag column of the Abergavenny Chronicle, congratulating the Council on recent initiatives, including: taking over the public toilets; setting up the allotments; and the recent redecoration/preservative treatment of play equipment in the Recreation Ground. “Well done Llangattock, we hope you are showing the way to other parts of the area, and their local representatives  -  the Civic Society compliments your actions.”


RESOLVED: noted with thanks.

141/09
Clerk’s report

(a)
The Clerk reminded Members that it was the usual practice to attend the Remembrance Sunday Service on 8.11.09 at St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell, arranged by the Crickhowell and Llangattock Branch of the Royal British Legion; to be followed by the laying of poppy wreaths at the War Memorial at Greenhill. In addition, Members were encouraged to attend the Remembrance Service at St Catwg’s Church at 6pm.

(b)
The Clerk said that Sam Ridge, BBNP Warden, had offered to attend a Council meeting to update Members on local matters.


RESOLVED to invite the NP Warden to the November Council meeting.

142/09
Planning applications

(a)
09/03737/FUL – new dwelling in garden and minor alterations to existing dwelling at 17 Lime Trees Avenue, Llangattock for Mr B Wyatt

Members noted that outline planning permission had already been given following appeal to the Planning Inspectorate.

RESOLVED: no observations.

(b)
09/03888/FUL – change of use (land formerly used as a parking area) and construction of garage at Park Lodge, Legar for Mr K Jeffery

Comments: noted that the site was shown in the Environment Agency flood maps as within the flood zone where development would not normally be permitted; just within BBNP UDP development boundary for Legar; construction of 3 bay garage would detract from open aspect; probable loss of parking and possible future application for further parking spaces; contrary to UDP policies G3, ES27.

143/09
Planning decisions from BBNPA.   Nil.

144/09
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
The Green Valleys

Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that officials from NESTA had visited the area in conjunction with the group’s participation in the competition. They had been impressed with the allotments, and particularly the family involvement. Carbon audit and hydro schemes continued. The Woodland Project was proceeding: training days planned; support from British Waterways. Llangattock was one of three finalists in Wales in the British Gas Green Streets competition.

145/09
Report from County Cllr J Holmes.   Nil.

146/09
Complaints.   Nil.

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.20 pm.

