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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 17 November 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, B Cox, Mrs N Stockham, Mrs S Wintle, Dr J Morgan, A Fryer, Mrs J Charlton   (8)

County Cllr J Holmes and three members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs Mrs J Dobbs, R J Williams

151/09
BBNPA Warden (ref 141/09 b)

Before the formal start of the meeting, the Chairman welcomed Sam Ridge, BBNP Area Warden. Items discussed included: 

· Ffawyddog Common Management Agreement between the Beaufort Estate and the BBNPA began in 1996 and was due to end in 2011  -  appeared unlikely to be renewed  -  currently, there were up to 18 local volunteers who carried out maintenance work (clearing trees etc) on the common from time to time  -  important that that work continued and NP might be able to oversee in the future  -  possibility of newly formed Woodland Group becoming interested. The Warden would follow up possibility of renewing the Agreement and keep the Council informed.

· The original interpretation panel in the Beechwood had been vandalised and since removed by the NP; hoped that a new one would be provide but no date given. The sculpture trail was popular.

· NP still investigating the provision of an easy access track to the Beechwood through the Council’s Recreation Ground.

Sam Ridge was thanked for his attendance and the information provided.

152/09
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllr Mrs J Charlton declared her ongoing prejudicial interest in planning matters, 157/09.

153/09
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance meeting held on 20 October 2009, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

154/09
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
139/09 (a) Rural Housing Enabler

Submitted: email dated 16.11.09 from the RHE, informing that he was still awaiting a reply from the BBNPA.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
139/09 (c) Rubbish near The Old Rectory Hotel

Cllr Elliott said that no further progress had been made and he would follow up.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
139/09 (d) Gas installation at Hillside

Cllr Fryer reported that a very large crane had been on site and a new building had been erected; site manned continuously and illuminated at night; damage to road verges and common land from works; concern over lack of apparent action by BBNPA.

In view of the above report, it was RESOLVED to write again to the BBNPA.

(d)
139/09 (e) Council website

The Clerk reported that the site had been set up and was ready to go live.

Members were pleased to note the above and approved the site, to be accessed at http://local.crickhowellinfo.org.uk/Llangattock/ 

(e)
139/09 (f) Footway adjacent to Recreation Ground

Members noted that there was nothing further on this item.

(f)
139/09 (g) One Voice Wales – training for councillors

Cllr Mrs Wintle said that she had tried to access training venues in the locality but had been informed that they were fully booked.

AGREED to follow up with O V W.

(g)
139/09 (h) Bus link to Crickhowell

County Cllr Holmes reported that there had been a total of 650 users of the trial service, which ended on 31.10.09. He would be meeting Powys CC officers to review the situation at the end of November.

RESOLVED: noted.

(h)
139/09 (k) Powys CC – recycling and waste collections

Submitted: letter dated 10.11.09 from Powys CC Waste Services Manager, informing that they were still going ahead with the previously notified changes but were “currently reviewing some of the issues around the project including the implementation plan. The reasons for the delay are influenced by a series of external factors: earlier this year, the WAG issued a revised, more accommodating, landfill allowance for Powys. This means that, unlike previously expected, we will not face financial fines for sending our waste to landfill until 2013/2014. Together with the Council’s current financial position with the budget deficit and below average increase to the grant settlement received from WAG, it was deemed appropriate to hold off on spending the money on a new scheme at this current time.” The Manager said that they would widely publicise the new scheme when they had a timetable in place.

RESOLVED: noted.

(i)
139/09 (l) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf

The Clerk said that he had asked the BBNPA Public Rights of Way Officer for an update, and the officer had emailed on 10.11.09 stating that he had been informed by Powys CC that their Area Manager would be following up the matter.

RESOLVED: noted.

(j)
140/09 (b) Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales

Cllr Powell reported that there had been a poor attendance from community councils at the presentation at Brecon on 22.10.09. Those present had been told by the Commission that they were carrying out a review of the electoral arrangements in all principal areas of Wales commencing in 2009. In respect of Powys that included: the number of councillors to be elected to the Council; number and boundaries of electoral divisions; number of councillors to be elected for each electoral division; name of electoral division; minimum of 30 councillors and maximum of 75 (currently 73 members in Powys); aim to achieve electoral divisions with a cllr to electors ratio of 1:1750 (presently 1:1421 in Powys). Further information would be made available in January 2010.

RESOLVED: noted.

(k)
140/09 (d) Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting on 25.11.09

Cllrs Mrs Charlton, Fryer, Mrs Stockham, Elliott and Powell indicated their intention to attend.

155/09
Correspondence

(a)
WAG – Consultation: Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009 – statutory guidance

Submitted: letter dated 28.10.09 from the WAG Head of Local Government Policy Division, informing that the above Measure was passed by the Assembly on 28.4.09. There were two parts: Part 1 dealing with improvement and business planning by local authorities and National Park Authorities and Part 2 dealing with strategic community planning by local authorities and a range of public sector partners. Comments by 15.1.10.

Cllr Mrs Charlton agreed to peruse Part 1 and Cllr Fryer Part 2, and report to the December meeting.

(b)
Dyfed-Powys Police Authority – Policing Plan 2010/2013

Submitted: letter dated 30.10.09 from the Chief Executive of the above Authority at Carmarthen, stating that each year, Dyfed Powys Police and Dyfed Powys Police Authority jointly produced a three year rolling Policing Plan, which set out the guiding objectives for the policing of the area. The Council was invited to agree the top three local priorities from the enclosed list.


RESOLVED: the top three: accessibility to police; anti-social behaviour – litter; burglary.

(c)
Powys CC – Gambling Act 2005 – Statement of Licensing Principles – Draft Consultation 2009 on Revised Policy

Submitted: letter dated 22.10.09 from Powys CC Licensing Officer, informing that in was a requirement of the above Act that the Council consulted widely on the contents of the Statement every three years. There had been no changes made to the original Statement of Principles of January 2007.

In view of the above, it was RESOLVED to make no comments.

(d)
BBNPA – Guidance note: Charging for pre-application/planning advice

Submitted: letter dated 28.10.09 from the BBNPA Director of Planning, inviting comments on the above document by 18.12.09. The NP proposed to make charges commencing on 1.4.10 for advice to professional agents, major developments etc, but not for householder applications, advice to community councils etc.

Members considered the above charges to be reasonable.

(e)
BBNPA – Guidance note: UDP Guidance note: Policy ES25

Submitted: letter dated 29.10.09 from the BBNPA Head of Strategy, Policy and Heritage, inviting comments by 18.12.09 on the above. The guidance provided further detail on the practical interpretation and implementation of ES25 – Renovation of former dwellings. The guidance illustrated the NP’s position in relation to the re-use of such buildings by detailing the steps required in the implementation of ES25 of the Approved UDP.

Members considered the document to be well written and sensible.

(f)
Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 2010-2011 and Improvement Plan 2009-2010

Submitted: letter dated 27.10.09 from the Chairman of the above Authority at Carmarthen, with a copy of the above Plans.

Cllr Mrs Charlton agreed to peruse and report to the December meeting.

(g)
WAG – Proposed Guidance for the Wales Programme for Improvement for the Fire and Rescue Authorities in Wales

Submitted: letter dated 2.11.09 from the Head of the Fire and Rescue Services Branch at WAG, inviting comments by 25.1.10 on the above.

Cllr Mrs Charlton agreed to peruse and report to the December meeting.

(h)
Powys CC

Submitted: letter dated 5.11.09 from the Chairman of Powys CC, inviting two representatives from each Community Council in Brecknockshire to attend a social evening reception at Brecon on 25.11.09.

Members appreciated the Chairman’s invitation, but unfortunately no one was able to attend due to the clash of dates with the Five Councils’ meeting on the same evening.

156/09
Clerk’s report.   Nil.

157/09
Planning applications

(a)
09/03955/FUL – single storey extension to bungalow and new pitched garage roof at 11 Beechwood Road, Llangattock for Mr G Davies, Rassau


RESOLVED: no observations.

(b)
09/03888/FUL – change of use (land formerly used as a parking area) and construction of garage at Park Lodge, Legar for Mr K Jeffery   -  ref 142/09 (b)


Submitted: letter dated 6.11.09 from the BBNPA informing that the application had been withdrawn.

158/09
Planning decisions from BBNPA.   Nil.

159/09
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
The Green Valleys

Cllrs Mrs Charlton reported that the local group had been successful in winning the Wales section of the British Gas Green Streets competition. A substantial amount of money could be made available to carry out local environmentally friendly projects, and they would be meeting BG representatives shortly. She considered it to be a vindication of the efforts put in by a number of committed local people.

Mrs Charlton also said that the Woodland Group was making good progress: training was ongoing and tools and other equipment were expected shortly; British Waterways were co-operating with regard to land in their ownership.

(b)
Allotments  (139/09 b )

Cllr Elliott reported that LACAS members and others would be taking part in a National Tree Planting Scheme on 5.12.09, and were hoping to plant a record number of whips to form a hedge around the site. Officers had carried out an inspection of the plots recently and would be asking three plot occupants to bring their plots up to an acceptable standard. A contractor would be visiting the site with regard to the possible water borehole. Social evenings/ events were being planned.

160/09
Report from County Cllr J Holmes

· Cllr Holmes reported that Powys CC had agreed that the land between Bethesda Chapel boundary wall and Hillside Road was owned by the Chapel, and that vehicles could be parked providing there was no obstruction to footway or highway visibility.

· He was asking Powys Highways to look at the poor condition of the footways along Swan Terrace, Llangattock.

· Powys CC were still waiting for repairs to the coping stones on Crickhowell Bridge before they replaced three of the vandalised low level lights.

· Cllr Holmes said that he had been contacted by relatives who had been upset about the removal of wreaths etc from the grave of their recently buried son. The Clerk said that he had spoken previously to the family and explained the Council’s procedures. He had been very concerned over any distress that may have been caused and had apologised to the family. He would be setting out the procedures more clearly to bereaved relatives in future.

161/09
Complaints.   Nil.

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.15.pm.

