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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 15 December 2009 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, Mrs S Wintle, A Fryer, Mrs J Charlton   (6)

One member of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs Mrs J Dobbs, B Cox, R J Williams, Dr J Morgan, County Cllr J Holmes

167/09
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllr Mrs J Charlton declared her ongoing prejudicial interest in planning matters, 171/09.

168/09
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance meeting held on 17 November 2009, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

169/09
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
154/09 (a) Rural Housing Enabler

Members noted that there was nothing further on this item.

(b)
154/09 (b) Rubbish near The Old Rectory Hotel

Cllr Elliott said that he had spoken again to the landowner who had informed him that the BBNPA were keen that he should carry out the reseeding of the affected area.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
154/09 (c) Gas installation at Hillside

Cllr Fryer reported that the work at the site had apparently finished; damage had been caused to adjacent common land and the single carriageway road to Brynmawr; the site was manned continuously and illuminated at night; it appeared that BBNPA Enforcement were minded to take no action in the matter, principally due to their excessive backlog.

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
154/09 (e) Footway adjacent to Recreation Ground

Submitted: letter dated 26.11.09 from Powys CC, advising “that due to the position of the timber bollards, the footway is too narrow for the mechanical brush. We have therefore arranged to pressure wash the area, which will have the same effect in removing algae. Following clarification with the BBNPA, we have arranged to replace with tarmac a short section of footway on the radius into Park Drive, which was subject to slab breakage and where crossfall was most severe.”

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
154/09 (f) One Voice Wales – training for councillors

The Clerk said he was pleased to report that Cllr Mrs S Wintle would be attending the training session at Blaina on 14.1.10.

RESOLVED: noted.

(f)
154/09 (g) Bus link to Crickhowell

Submitted: letter dated 8.12.09 from Powys CC, informing that officers were meeting County Cllr J Holmes on 11.12.09 “to discuss the outcomes of the trial bus service and to discuss a pragmatic way forward to ensure that residents of Llangattock have a link to Crickhowell and to be able to access the Abergavenny bus service.” County Cllr Holmes had also stated that the review had “provided enough evidence to support the formation of a service to Brecon and various other villages from Llangattock.”

RESOLVED: noted.

(g)
154/09 (i) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf

The Clerk stated that he was still waiting for a reply from Powys CC and BBNPA.

RESOLVED: noted.

(h)
154/09 (k) Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting on 25.11.09

Cllr Elliott reported that he had attended the above meeting together with Cllrs Powell, Fryer and Mrs Charlton and representatives from Crickhowell TC, and Llangynidr, Cwmdu and Vale of Grwyney CCs. Guest speakers: David Morgan of British Waterways had given an update on the repairs to the canal and future plans, and Paul Funnel of the BBNPA had given a presentation on their plans for electronic planning systems. Other matters discussed included: BBNPA Local Development Plan; proposals for development at Cwrt y Gollen. Cllr Jackson of Crickhowell presented Councils with a certificate confirming their commitment to Fairtrade in the area.

(i)
155/09 (a) WAG – Consultation: Local Government (Wales) Measure 2009

Cllrs Mrs Charlton and Fryer presented their reports on Part 1 and Part 2 respectively of the above.

RESOLVED: noted.

(j)
155/09 (f) Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 2010 and Improvement Plan 2009-2010

Cllr Mrs Charlton presented her report on the above.

RESOLVED: noted.

(k)
155/09 (g) WAG – Proposed Guidance for the Wales Programme for Improvement for the Fire and Rescue Authorities in Wales

Cllr Mrs Charlton presented her report on the above.

RESOLVED: noted.

170/09
Correspondence

(a)
Powys CC – Powys Local Housing Market Assessment questionnaire

Submitted: letter dated 26.11.09 from Powys CC, informing that PCC had commissioned Glyndwr University to undertake a Local Housing Market Assessment for Powys. The purpose of the LHMA was to develop an understanding of housing needs and demands in Powys and to identify any local housing markets. Once finalised, the LHMA would be used to inform the preparation of a LDP for Powys and any future review of the Powys Housing Strategy. The document was available for viewing online only – the full Assessment of 270 pages and an Executive Summary of 20 pages.

Members expressed concern at the length and complexity of the above and the problems arising when some Members did not have internet access; they also queried the relevance within the BBNP.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Code of Conduct – Draft Guidance 

Submitted: letter dated 30.11.09 from the Ombudsman at Pencoed, with a copy of the above, which the Ombudsman intended to issue under Section 68 of the Local Government Act 2000 in respect of the Model Code of Conduct. Comments by 12.2.10 and the final Guidance would be published in March 2010.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
Powys Local Health Board – Annual Report 2008-2009

Submitted: copy of the above Report received from the LHB.

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
Mr D Williams, Dardy

Submitted: email dated 1.12.09 from Mr D Williams, Dardy, expressing his concern over the parking of vehicles on the highway outside the Church Lychgate. He said that some of the parked vehicles protruded over the adjacent footway and pedestrians had to walk on the highway. He asked if the double yellow no-waiting lines could be extended to cover that area. Mr Williams also asked about the latest news with regard to extending the 30mph zone along the C138 to the Dardy.

Following discussion, it was RESOLVED to monitor the situation in both respects and consider further at the January meeting.

171/09
Clerk’s report.   Nil.

172/09
Planning applications

(a)
09/03737/FUL – proposed new dwelling in garden and minor alterations to existing dwelling at 17 Lime Trees Avenue, Llangattock for Mr B Wyatt

Submitted: letter dated 23.11.09 from the BBNPA with amended plans, which indicated a slightly smaller dwelling than the original. The Clerk said that the NP had required a reply by 7.12.09, and in view of the Council’s decision on the earlier application (142/09 a), the NP had been informed that the Council had no further observations to make.


RESOLVED: approved.

173/09
Planning decisions from the BBNPA.   Nil.

174/09
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
The Green Valleys

· Cllr Mrs J Charlton reported on the latest developments regarding the British Gas Green Streets competition: a public meeting would be held the following evening when there would be a presentation on the project; questionnaires on energy saving had been circulated to all households and a lottery for the 20 successful householders would be held on 4.1.10; budget forwarded to BG – response awaited. 

· The Woodland Group were undertaking training and it was hoped to do some clearance at Gypsy Corner on 20.12.09; safety equipment and tools to carry out ground works obtained; hoped to put in bid for wood processor and other equipment to Green Streets.

· Members had carried out a very successful litter picking project on the mountain roads, and some 62 bags of rubbish and other items had been collected.

(b)
Allotments

Cllr Elliott reported that over 800 whips of indigenous species and fruit trees had been planted in and around the allotments by LACAS members and other volunteers, as part of a national competition for the most trees planted in one hour. Rabbits continued to be a problem and it was planned to extend the rabbit fencing along the chain link boundary fence. £330 had been received from the Waitrose supermarket scheme to assist voluntary organisations in the locality.

175/09
Report from County Cllr J Holmes

· County Cllr Holmes had reported that the hole at the side of the road at Swan Terrace in the village, which had been temporarily filled in with tarmac, would be changed to cobbles in keeping with the rest of the Conservation Area. 

· He had also asked Powys CC for a review of condition of the existing footways at Swan Terrace, with a view to carrying out necessary repairs; however, an ownership review was needed before any work could proceed. 

· Improvements had been carried out by Powys CC to houses at Plas Derwen, Llangattock. Cllr Mrs Stockham said she was concerned over the standard of workmanship.

176/09
Complaints

(a)
Cllr Fryer reported that thefts from vehicles at the Hillside car park had increased over recent months.


Members were concerned over this news and it was AGREED to request a meeting with the BBNP warden and police.

(b)
Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that water from the culvert under the canal near the Chestnuts Nursing Home had increased lately and overflowed onto the driveway, causing problems for nearby residents.


AGREED that Cllr Mrs Charlton would contact the Woodland Group with a view to a possible management scheme for the woodland area.


The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.00 pm.

