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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 16 February 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr A Fryer (Vice-Chairman) in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, B Cox, R J Williams, Mrs J Dobbs   (6)

County Cllr J Holmes and three members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs W J Elliott, Mrs S Wintle, Mrs J Charlton, Dr J Morgan
17/10
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllr A Fryer declared his prejudicial interest in 20/10 (i).
18/10
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 19 January 2010, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

19/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
3/10 (a) Gas installation at Hillside

Cllr A Fryer stated that a decision from the BBNPA Enforcement Officer was still awaited.


RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
3/10 (b) One Voice Wales – training for councillors

The Clerk reported that a new date of 18.2.10 had been arranged at Blaina but Cllr Mrs Wintle was unable to attend.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
3/10 (c) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf

Submitted: email dated 16.2.10 from Powys CC, stating that it was their opinion that “the gates are potentially an obstruction on the highway if they are left permanently closed.” However, they were seeking clarification “as to whether it is acceptable to put them in place and only close them for the movement of stock.”

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
3/10 (e) Hillside car park

The Clerk stated that he was still awaiting confirmation of a new date for the meeting.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
10/10 Hillside – salt bins
County Cllr Holmes reported that there was a real possibility that Powys CC would be able to supply additional salt bins for the Hillside, Ffawyddog and Dardy areas.

Members were pleased to note the above.

20/10
Correspondence
(a)
BBNPA – Local Development Plan update

1)
Submitted: letter dated 18.1.10 from the BBNPA Strategy and Policy Officer, stating that they had drawn up a Settlement Assessment and Site Selection Methodology, “to provide a clear and transparent means by which the Authority can make decisions about settlement hierarchies and site selections.” It had been necessary to amend the original decision making timetable but there had been no change to the ultimate Deposit date of May 2010.

2)
Submitted: copy of letter dated 2.2.10 sent by the Vale of Grwyney CC to the BBNPA, setting out a number of queries in respect of the above.


RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
Powys Community Safety Partnership

Submitted: letter dated 1.2.10 from the Community Safety Team of the above Safety Partnership, stating that for a number of years, Dyfed Powys Police, Powys CC, Powys Health Board and the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service had been responsible for tackling crime and disorder in the county. They were reviewing their priorities for reducing crime in Powys and were keen to hear of those issues of most concern to residents. A questionnaire was enclosed for completion by 26.2.10.


Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that Cllr Cox would complete the questionnaire on behalf of the Council.

(c)
One Voice Wales – Sustainable Development survey


Submitted: email dated 4.2.10 from One Voice Wales, stating that OVW was working in partnership with Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales and the British Council to support community councils in Wales who wished to work towards building a sustainable and resilient future. A questionnaire was available for download. The Clerk said that Cllr Elliott had made a number of comments on the above.

RESOLVED that Cllr Elliott would complete on behalf of the Council.

(d)
WAG – Consultation on Accounts and Audit (Wales) amendment Regulations


Submitted: letter dated 25.1.10 from the WAG Local Government Finance Division, advising that following earlier consultations, amending regulations would come into force from 1.4.10. It was pointed out that the changes would have only limited impact on Community Councils, with those changes mainly confined to Councils with turnovers in excess of £1m. Comments by 19.2.10.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(e)
WAG – Review of Councillors’ Allowances Regulations


Submitted: letter dated 8.2.10 from the WAG Local Government Policy Division, seeking views on the need to review the regulations on allowances for members of community councils and the possible content of any revised regulations. Comments by 11.6.10. The Clerk said that Cllr Elliott had drawn up responses to the series of questions.

RESOLVED that Cllr Elliott complete the above.

(f)
Dyfed Powys Police Authority – Community consultative meetings 


Submitted: letter dated 2.2.10 from the Chief Executive of the above Authority, inviting attendance at the above, including at Llandrindod Wells on 18.2.10.


RESOLVED: received and noted.

(g)
Tenovus – Awareness day


Submitted: letter from the Tenovus Director of Cancer Support Services at Cardiff, inviting attendance at their mobile unit awareness day on 17.2.10 at Brecon.


RESOLVED: received and noted.

(h)
NSPCC – HelpLine


Submitted: letter received 29.1.10 from the Head of the NSPCC Helpline, with information to promote their service.


RESOLVED: received and noted.

(i)
Llangattock Community Woodland Group


Submitted: email dated 11.2.10 from Mrs J Charlton on behalf of the above Group, stating that they wished to apply for planning permission to alter the railings on the four Lime Kiln storage units at Llangattock Wharf, to put in gates for access and security. A full planning application was required by the BBNPA, but the planning fee would be reduced by 50% if the Community Council submitted the application. There would be no financial implication for the Council.

Members were mindful of the Council’s concerns over the years about additional traffic movements on the Hillside Road and Beaufort Road, particularly about the access to the wharf/lime kilns in such close proximity to the canal bridge No 115. They were concerned that the proposed storage project would generate additional traffic movements, and that the Council’s involvement could compromise its position regarding any comments to the planning authority on the application.


RESOLVED: to inform the Woodland Group as above and to commend them for the work they were undertaking in the Community.

Cllr A Fryer declared his prejudicial interest in the above as a member of the Group and left the Chamber. In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman it was AGREED that Cllr B Cox would take the Chair for this item only.
21/10
Chestnuts Nursing Home, Llangattock


Submitted: copy letter dated 16.2.10 sent by Crickhowell & District Civic Society to the WAG Minister for Health and Social Services, setting out their concern over the sudden closure of the above Nursing Home at the end of March 2010.

Members were aware of the closure from local rumour and press reports. They were concerned over the loss of an important facility for local people, particularly the local GP beds which had been of such important benefit to so many people in returning to a full life after illness or surgery. In addition, there would be a loss of much needed jobs.


County Cllr Holmes said that he was hoping to set up a meeting with Council colleagues and the local AM and MP, to see what alternative arrangements could be made for the people currently at the Chestnuts.

RESOLVED to write to Craegmoor Healthcare expressing the Council’s grave concerns over the closure and the manner in which it had been made, and to investigate every avenue for alternative arrangements for local people.

22/10 
Clerk’s report

(a)
Cemetery - the Clerk reported that Cllr Cox had very kindly refurbished and refixed the existing notice board in a more prominent position on the Cemetery shed. Notices could now be much better displayed for public viewing.


RESOLVED: noted with thanks.

(b)
Llangattock Litter Pickers – the Clerk said that the recently formed litter picking group had collected 102 bags of litter and 31 tyres to date from various road verges in the Community. Their work was of great benefit to the area.

Members were in agreement that the Group should be commended for their service to the Community.

(c)
Traffic calming in Llangattock village – the Clerk said that he had asked Powys CC for an update on the proposed changes to the existing scheme. In an email reply PCC stated that it was still hoped to carry out the work during February/March 2010. Cllr Holmes confirmed that it was planned to construct the new footway (some of the four existing mature trees would either be pollarded or removed in the process) and make changes to the build out near the former shop/gallery, although precise timing and details remained unclear.


RESOLVED: noted but that more information was required to ensure that any works were in accord with what had been previously agreed between Powys CC and the Community Council.
(d)
Five Council’s Liaison meeting – the Clerk reminded Members that it was Llangattock CC’s turn to host the quarterly meeting  -  ref 169/09 (h) at Crickhowell


RESOLVED to hold the Liaison Meeting at the Community Hall on 24.3.10 at 7.30 pm.

(e)
Hillside – the Clerk stated that he had been informed that surface water ran down the lower part of the U0584 Darren road, and in recent freezing conditions had become treacherous, leading to several accidents.

AGREED to refer to Highways.

(f)
Recreation Ground – the Clerk reported that Cllr R J Williams had installed a fine new seat at the Ground in memory of his son Dean, who sadly died last year   -  ref 136/09.


Members expressed appreciation of this action.

23/10
Planning applications.   Nil.

24/10
Planning decisions from BBNPA.   Nil.

25/10
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
Llangattock allotments
· Cllr Elliot reported that a Wassailing evening had been held recently with 30 supporters; 
· an access track had been cut across the site and hardcore laid as a base prior to further roadway works; 
· a grant had been secured which would allow path surfacing to be completed; 
· the last of a dozen mixed fruit trees had been planted in an orchard area at the eastern end of the allotments; 
· the roadside perimeter fence was being rabbit proofed; 
· a site inspection had been made by a water borehole contractor who was satisfied that water was available at a depth of 50m – a planning application for the construction of the borehole and solar panels was being made to the BBNPA.
(b)
The Green Valleys

· Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that there was to be a formal launch of the Green Valleys at Brecon on 27.3.10;
· Llangattock GV had set up sub-groups with individual lead members and supporters from the Community – events were being planned for the summer – training was being set up for members for the website;
· Woodland Group volunteers had stopped work on the Gypsy Corner because they had been informed that the land had been legally registered in November 2009 – two members had completed a chain saw course – two new woodlands had been taken on – plans for a woodland festival were underway.
(c)
Powys Local Health Board consultation event

Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that she had attended the above at Gwernyfed High School on 10.2.10. The objective had been to enable local people to contribute to the way that Powys LHB would be accountable for local services in the future. It had been a genuine attempt to involve the local community and a further event would be held.

26/10
Report from County Cllr J Holmes

County Cllr Holmes reported that the survey of the footways along Swan Terrace would be carried out shortly. Powys CC would be carrying out a review of secondary school provision in the County.
27/10
Complaints

(a)
Cllr Mrs N Stockham said that the hedge on the right hand side of the access road leading from the School/Hall was leaning over across the footway and causing pedestrians to have to walk in the highway.


AGREED to refer to Highways.

(b)
Cllr Mrs J Dobbs raised concerns over the recently erected large blue signs at either end of the U0575 Folly Lane. The signs had been erected by Powys to give advance warning of the new lower weight restriction on the canal bridge No 119, but Mrs Dobbs felt that they were unsightly and actually drew attention to the lane and that more drivers might attempt to use it.

AGREED to refer to Highways.

(c)
Cllr Mrs Dobbs was also concerned about a small sign on the bridleway at the south side of the Ffawyddog Common which she felt could be misleading.


AGREED to refer to the BBNP Warden.


The Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.30 pm.

