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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 20 April 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, B Cox, R J Williams   (5)

County Cllr J Holmes and one member of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs A Fryer, Mrs J Charlton, Mrs S Wintle, Mrs J Dobbs
49/10
Members’ declarations of interest.   Nil.
50/10
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 16 March 2010, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

51/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
35/10 (b) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf
The Clerk said that, despite his best efforts, nothing further had been heard from Powys CC.

RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
35/10 (e) BBNPA – LDP

Cllr W J Elliott reported that he had attended the training session at Crickhowell on 26.3.10. He had found it well organised and informative, especially with regard to the settlement assessment process, including, the preferred strategy and settlement hierarchy.
RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
35/10 (g) Chestnuts Nursing Home
Cllr Mrs Stockham reported that the Crickhowell Health Focus Group had set up a working group to consider all issues arising from the closure of the Chestnuts. 

RESOLVED noted, and to write to the Crickhowell Group Practice in support of any initiatives regarding provision of alternative GP beds in the area.

(d)
35/10 (h) Traffic calming in Llangattock village

Submitted: email dated 23.3.10 from Powys CC, in regard to the existing build-out at the junction of the C136 and Swan Terrace, which stated that “small adjustments shouldn’t be a problem.”

In a further email dated 15.4.10, Powys CC informed that it had been fully intended to start work in February/March but that land negotiations were slower than anticipated. It was not expected to be a problem and the writer would follow up with the Legal department.
Members noted the above and again expressed concern over the continued delays.

(e)
35/10 (i) Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting at Llangattock Community Hall on 24.3.10

Cllr Elliott reported that all members of the Council, except Cllrs Fryer and Dr Morgan, had been present, together with colleagues from the other four Councils, and County Cllrs J Holmes (Llangattock) and Mrs R Harris (Llangynidr). The meeting began with a presentation/update on Llangattock Green Valleys projects by Mr M Butterfield of Llangattock and Mr H Legge-Bourke of Glanusk Estate, with particular emphasis on plans for anaerobic digester/wood chip burner/ heat exchange systems at the Estate. Other matters discussed included:
· Closure of the Chestnuts Nursing Home and possible alternative provision of GP beds etc (Llangattock, Crickhowell, Cwmdu);
· Possible remedial action for the congestion problems at the A40/New Road junction in Crickhowell (Crickhowell);
· Update on proposed development at Cwrt y Gollen (Vale of Grwyney)
· Council arrangements for dealing with consultation papers  (Llangynidr);
· BBNPA – LDP   -  concerns over methodology  (Vale of Grwyney)
The next Five Councils’ Liaison meeting would be held at Cwmdu on 22.7.10.

(f)
35/10 (j) Powys LHB consultation event on 12.4.10
Cllr Elliott reported that he had attended the above at Gwernyfed High School on 12.4.10. Some 20 members of the public present heard Mrs C Hayes of the LHB give a presentation on comments etc arising from the previous workshop. The meeting was asked to validate the large amount of submitted opinions, which was not easily done. Mrs Hayes also asked the meeting to identify key themes emerging from the previous meeting. Mr S Matthews of MACE consultants, gave a short illustrated talk on ‘Overview of the strategic outline case process.’ Cllr Elliott said that the workshops were held to identify what medical requirements were needed in the long term for south Powys; all information from the meetings would be analysed for future presentation to the WAG.
RESOLVED: noted.

(g)
36/10 (a) Rural Housing

1)
Submitted: email reply dated 31.3.10 from David James, South Powys and Monmouthshire Rural Housing Enabler, stating that not having done a housing needs survey would in no way disadvantage local residents looking for affordable housing. A survey was a way of identifying likely numbers of people in housing need for development purposes and to support a planning application. If suitable sites were agreed by the planning authority, a needs survey would be undertaken and any houses built would be allocated subject to a local lettings policy.

RESOLVED: noted.

2)
Cllr Mrs Stockham reported that she and Cllrs Mrs Dobbs had attended the Rural Housing Event at Builth Wells on 15.4.10. They had heard presentations on rural housing issues from a number of speakers, including one on the recent affordable housing development at Crickhowell. Also, on topics such as: How planning contributes to sustainable villages; The changing role for housing associations; How do we increase provision of rural affordable housing?; and the Launch of the Powys Affordable Housing Partnership.

52/10
Correspondence
(a)
Powys CC – UDP

Submitted: letter received 6.4.10 from Powys CC Spatial Planning and Built Heritage Manager, informing that PCC adopted the Powys UDP on 1.3.10.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(b)
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Annual Action Plan 2011-2012

Submitted: letter dated 8.4.10 from the Chairman of the above Authority, with advance notice of the publication on 11.5.10 for consultation of the above Action Plan.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(c)
County Service of Remembrance and Commitment to World Peace

Submitted: letter dated 2.4.10 from the Lord-Lieutenant of Powys, inviting the Chairman to attend the above service at Montgomery Parish Church on 9.5.10.

The Chairman said that he was unable to attend.

(d)
Mr M Butterfield, Llangattock

Submitted: email dated 12.4.10 from Mr M Butterfield of Llangattock, writing as CEO for the Llangattock Green Valleys, setting out his concerns over the amount of energy used to heat the committee room at the Community Hall during Council meetings. He was of the view that the Council and Hall Management Committee should take a lead in the Community in setting an example on using energy in an efficient manner. He believed the heating system in the Hall should be reviewed “as a matter of urgency.”
The Clerk said that he had also received the above email as Secretary of the Hall Management Committee, and had advised Mr Butterfield that the Committee was already actively investigating possible alternatives to the present heating system at the Hall.

RESOLVED that, in the light of the Hall Committee’s reply, the above be noted.

(e)
Powys CC – Prototype Local Environment South Central Area

Submitted: letter dated 15.4.10 from Powys CC Local and Environmental Services, informing that the Board had approved proposals on 13.4.10 with regard to the Prototype Local Environment South Central Area for delivery of Front Line services using the ‘Systems Thinking’ methodology. Llangattock was one of the areas involved. “Initially this will only include Highways/Street Lighting related work; in July, Refuse, Grounds, Street Cleansing, and Fleet will also be incorporated. The new approach should allow us to reconnect with the local areas to deliver the value work required by our customers with more efficiency.”
The Clerk said that he was uncertain as to what the letter was about and had asked PCC for clarification in plain English.

RESOLVED: noted.

53/10
Clerk’s report

(a)
The Clerk said that he was concerned over the sad state of Crickhowell/Llangattock Bridge. The low level lights and stone copings, which had been vandalised some time ago, had not been replaced. The Bridge was a Scheduled Ancient Monument and its current condition gave a very poor impression to local people and visitors. Weeds were growing at the base of the parapets and in the recesses, plus miscellaneous leaves and rubbish; trees were growing in the walls on the upstream side. The Bridge was an important local feature and deserved proper professional and sympathetic restoration.


Members were in full agreement with the above and it was RESOLVED to write to Powys CC accordingly.

54/10
Planning applications

(a)
10/04540/FUL – two storey extension for special adaptation of house to provide disabled bedroom and bathroom facilities at 2 Canal Close, Llangattock for Mr M Butterfield


RESOLVED: no observations.

(b)
10/04679/FUL – replacement of old gates, movement of one gate pillar and short length of stone wall, to be rebuilt re-using local stone in the same style, to create a small parking space outside gates at The Stables, Glanonney, Llangattock for Dr M Llewellyn-Jones


Members noted that the site was within the Conservation Area and were of the view that the proposal was sympathetic to the local environment and would improve road safety at that site.
55/10
Planning permission granted by BBNPA

(a)
09/03737/FUL – new dwelling in garden and minor alterations to existing dwelling at 17 Lime Trees Avenue, Llangattock for Mr B Wyatt   -   in accord with approved plans and with 14 conditions  -   ref 172/09


RESOLVED: noted.

56/10
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
Llangattock Green Valleys and Green Streets
Cllr Mrs Charlton had provided a written report for Members. All homes in the residential element of Green Streets had been assessed and results awaited; Woodland Group had another wood to develop in Bwlch; hoped to have terms of reference for management plan for wood processor; new site for wood store needed – lime kilns too complex; bio-diesel club going from strength to strength; food and energy hub moving quickly forward.
(b)
The Green Valleys

Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that the Community Day in Brecon in March had been very successful; organisation structure being developed and hoped to be in place in May; hydro development moving forward; The Green Valleys, Llangattock Green Valleys and British Gas working in partnership with Powys CC to look at supporting a further 41 homes with energy saving and renewable energy sources on local housing authority stock.
(c)
Allotments


Cllr Elliott reported that the LACAS were holding their AGM in the Community Hall that evening; a Summer Fair would be held on 11.9.10; beehives would be in place shortly; a site inspection of the plots had been carried out by the committee.

(d)
Llangattock School Governors
Cllr Cox said that the Governors had made approximately 30 applications for match funding for the proposed PV solar panels on the School roof as part of the British Gas Green Streets project, but without success to date.

57/10
Report from County Cllr J Holmes

· Cllr Holmes reported that he had met recently Ffawyddog residents and Powys CC officers, when it had been agreed that the large blue sign which PCC had erected at the junction of the C137 and U0575 Folly Lane (advising of the weight restriction on the canal bridge) would be moved to a site near the entrance to Cae College farm.

· He was hopeful that 30mph advisory signs would be installed on the C136 through the village.

· Cllr Holmes said that Powys CC planned to replace some of the existing street lights with new LED light units   -  the Community Council would be consulted.

58/10
Complaints.   Nil.

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.45 pm.
