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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 18 May 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllrs W J Elliott, H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, Mrs S Wintle, A Fryer, Mrs J Charlton, B Cox, R J Williams, Mrs J Dobbs   (9)

Four members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllr Dr J Morgan
66/10
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllrs A Fryer and Mrs J Charlton declared their prejudicial interests in planning application 75/10 (a)
Cllr W J Elliott declared his prejudicial interest in planning application 75/10 (b)

67/10
Retiring Chairman’s report for 2009/2010

The Retiring Chairman, Cllr W J Elliott, presented a comprehensive report of the Council’s main activities during his term of office, including: the setting up of the new allotments in the Legar field; surgery to trees in the allotments and Recreation Ground; repairs to play equipment; actively pursuing changes to traffic calming in the village. He thanked all colleagues for their support and assistance during the year.

68/10
Election of Chairman of the Council for 2010/2011
RESOLVED that the Vice-Chairman, Cllr A Fryer, be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. Cllr Fryer thanked colleagues for their expression of confidence and Cllr Elliott for his contribution to the Council during his year of office as Chairman. Cllr Fryer duly signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman of the Council.

69/10
Election of Vice-Chair of the Council for 2010/2011

RESOLVED that Cllr Mrs J Charlton be elected Vice-Chair of the Council for the ensuing year.

70/10
Election of Planning Committee

RESOLVED that the Planning Committee be comprised of:  Chairman and Vice-Chair with Cllrs Mrs J Dobbs and H G Powell.

71/10
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 20 April 2010, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

72/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
51/10 (a) Public footpath No 18 at Cwrt Isaf
Submitted: email dated 13.5.10 from Powys CC stating that they would be following up the matter with a view to getting the gates removed by agreement; if unsuccessful, legal action might follow.
RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
51/10 (b) BBNPA – LDP

Cllr Elliott stated that neither he nor Cllr Mrs Stockham had been able to attend the training session at Llangynidr on 23.4.10, but he would attend at the CRiC on 11.6.10.

RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
51/10 (d) Traffic calming in Llangattock village

Submitted: email dated 17.5.10 from Powys CC, informing that the land acquisition was still not concluded; also, that there could be problems over the timing of planned work to the mature trees. Nevertheless, the writer was hopeful that work might be possible on the existing build-out sections.
Members noted the above and again expressed consternation about the ongoing delays.

(d)
51/10 (f) Powys LHB consultation

Cllr Elliott said that he would attend a further consultation event at Brecon on 19.5.10.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
53/10 Crickhowell/Llangattock bridge
1)
Submitted: email reply dated 29.4.10 from Powys CC South Area Design Team Leader, informing that planned maintenance works during the current financial year included:

· Concrete underpinning to arch inverts/aprons;
· Masonry reconstruction to cut water walls;
· Repointing/grout injection to the arch soffit;
· Vegetation clearance and weed killer spraying to structure walls;
· Replace missing and damaged coping stones, anchoring down with stainless steel fixings;

· Rake out and repoint sections of parapet.

The above had been agreed with Cadw and all work would take into account the historical and local importance of the structure. It was hoped that Cadw would contribute 50% of the costs.

2)
Submitted: email reply dated 17.5.10 from Powys CC Street Lighting Manager, informing that he was looking at various options regarding the type of light that Cadw would accept and which would not get vandalised.


RESOLVED: noted.

(f)
56/10 (d) Llangattock School
Submitted: email dated 20.4.10 from Mr M Butterfield of Llangattock, clarifying/criticising the remarks made by Cllr Cox at the April meeting   -  inter alia, match funding for the BG Green Streets project   -  and also, the lack of support from some members of the Council for the work that Llangattock Green Valleys were hoping to achieve in the Community. Cllr Cox read a statement in which he said that he was very concerned over the continuing personal references made in the email and others received previously. He was of the view that the Council should write to ask why this practice was continuing.
Following discussion, it was AGREED that the Chairman and Clerk should consider the issues raised and take any advice necessary before the next meeting.

(g)
57/10 Street lights

1)
Submitted: email dated 12.5.10 from County Cllr J Holmes, informing that he needed to submit 20 current lights to be exchanged for 40 new LED lights in the area.

2)
Submitted: email dated 17.5.10 from Powys CC Street Lighting Manager, informing that they were trialling LEDs, and that any lights required to be put back on all night or part night should be notified to them with reasons.

Cllr Cox said that he wanted to see examples of the new LED lights before proceeding. The Clerk stated that Powys CC had told him that such lights could be seen in action at Brecon and Talgarth.


RESOLVED that Cllrs Cox, Elliott and Powell would look at the above LED lights and report back.

73/10
Correspondence

(a)
Powys CC – application for dispensation
Submitted: letter received 6.5.10 from Powys CC, informing that the Standards Community Sub-committee had received applications for dispensation from Cllrs A Fryer and Mrs J Charlton with regard to Directorships they held with The Green Valleys Community Interest Company, the Llangattock Green Valleys Community Interest Company and the Llangattock Community Woodland Group. The Standards Community Sub-committee would be considering the applications on 5.7.10 and wished to know if there were any other members of the Council with links to any of the above groups and who also wished to make similar applications for dispensation. The Chairman said that the purpose of the above was to enable the two members to inform colleagues of any issues that may arise, but they would not be a party to any decisions made by the Council.
RESOLVED: noted and to advise PCC that there were no other members with similar interests.

(b)
WAG – A Shared Community – guidance on relationship building measures and charters for unitary authorities and community and town councils

Submitted: letter received 4.5.10 from Carl Sargent AM, the WAG Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, stating that at the Local Government Partnership Council in March 2010, members were updated on the increased interaction and emerging relationships between unitary authorities and community councils. The outcomes had been facilitated by the A Shared Community guidance two years ago, and that of the 22 UAs in Wales, 4 had established charters, a further two were in the process of agreeing charters and over half held regular meetings with community councils in their area. Recent changes in legislation enhanced the potential of community councils and facilitated working with UAs. The Minister encouraged increased partnership working.
RESOLVED: noted.

(c)
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales

Submitted: letter dated 29.4.10 from the Ombudsman, with copies of his new Guidance on the Code of Conduct for members of local authorities in Wales.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(d)
One Voice Wales
Submitted: letter received 15.5.10 from O V W with copies of the latest edition of The Voice newsletter.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

74/10
Clerk’s report.   Nil.

75/10
Planning applications

(a)
10/04716/FUL – repairs and alterations works to existing previously converted stone barn at Ty Newydd, Ffawyddog for Mr & Mrs A Johns
RESOLVED: no observations.

Cllrs A Fryer and Mrs J Charlton declared their prejudicial interest as Directors of the Crickhowell Resource and Information Centre and took no part in the above. Cllr W J Elliott in the Chair for this item.
(b)
10/04783/FUL – installation of solar powered borehole and notice board at allotments in Llangattock for Llangattock Area Community Allotments Society

Representations from the owners of neighbouring properties Park Farm Lodge and Penblaen had been received, setting out their concerns over the size of the solar array and the proximity to their properties.
Members noted that the application site was in the Conservation Area and that BBNP UDP policies Q17 and G3 were relevant. Noted that fruit trees and hedge had been planted but that it would be some years before any screening effect. Considered that every effort should be made to find an alternative site for the solar array further away from the affected properties and/or alleviate the impact by reducing the overall height/size of the array as much as practically possible.

Cllr W J Elliott declared his prejudicial interest in the above as a member of the LACAS committee and took no part.

(c)
10/04796/FUL – demolition of existing outbuildings and replacement single storey structure over similar footprint to provide utility and store at South Lodge, Legar for Ms E Siberry

Members noted that the proposed building would cover a larger area than existing; no further comments.

76/10
Planning permission granted by BBNPA

(a)
10/04516/FUL – ground floor orangery at 11 canal Close, Llangattock for Dr & Mrs S Edwards   -  in accord with approved plans    -   ref 38/10
(b)
10/04540/FUL – two storey extension for special adaptation of house to provide disabled bedroom and bathroom facilities at 2 Canal Close, Llangattock for Mr M Butterfield   -  in accord with approved plans  -   ref 54/10 (a)

(c)
09/04282/Listed Building Consent – incorporation of ground floor of building adjacent to Old Six Bells, Llangattock, the Listed Building, involving the alteration and creation of new internal openings in existing party wall and existing Listed structure; also, minor alterations to the external elevations of the adjacent building for Mr & Mrs R Reardon Smith   -   in accord with approved plans   -  ref 6/10

RESOLVED: noted.

77/10
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that progress was being made with setting up the structure for The Green Valleys Community Interest Company, and they were liaising with the WAG and others to establish the potential for a carbon negative region in Wales. Llangattock Green Valleys Community Interest Company was registered at Companies House. Expected measures were in place to assist with the winning of the British Gas Green Streets competition.

78/10
Report from County Cllr J Holmes.   Nil.

79/10
Complaints

(a)
Cllr Elliott said that he had been surprised to see the Glebe field being used for car parking as part of the Big Pink Walk on 16.5.10. He said that it appeared to have been well stewarded with no problems and that many fewer cars had used the local roads to access the Old Rectory Hotel where the walkers ended. The Clerk confirmed that the Council had not been asked for permission to use the field.


AGREED to write to the organisers to point out that the Council’s permission must be obtained in advance of any future such event.

(b)
Cllr Elliott said that he was also concerned that Powys CC had told the people responsible for the stall of plants for sale to raise funds for the Primary School, that they interfered with the visibility at the junction of Hillside Road and Chapel Field and must be removed. The stall had been there for several years without any apparent problem.

AGREED to write to PCC accordingly.

(c)
Cllr Mrs Wintle raised a concern over the uneven state of some of the paths in the Cemetery.


AGREED that Members would look at the problem and discuss later.

The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.25pm.
