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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 20 July 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr A Fryer in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs S Wintle, Mrs J Charlton, W J Elliott   (5)

County Cllr J Holmes (part) and three members of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllrs B Cox, Mrs J Dobbs, R J Williams, Mrs N Stockham
101/10
Members’ declarations of interest

Cllr W J Elliott declared his prejudicial interest in items 104/10 (h) and (i).
102/10
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 15 June 2010, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

103/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
88/10 (a) Public footpath at Cwrt Isaf
The Clerk stated that he had spoken to the relevant Powys CC officer earlier that day, and it appeared that little had been done to date. The officer had confirmed that he would be visiting the site shortly.
Members expressed concern over the length of time the matter was taking.

(b)
88/10 (c) Traffic calming in Llangattock village
The Clerk stated that he had been pressing Powys CC officers for the latest news but it appeared that little progress had been made.

Members were concerned over the apparent lack of progress, and it was AGREED to ask for a meeting with Powys CC Highways officers as soon as possible.

(c)
88/10 (f) Powys CC – applications for dispensation

Submitted: letter dated 16.7.10 from Powys CC, with copies of letters of the same date sent to Cllrs A Fryer and Mrs J Charlton following the meeting of the PCC Standards Community Sub-committee. Cllr Fryer reported that he had been invited to attend and speak at the meeting. He thought the whole process was very positive with well thought out questions and very supportive comments made. 
The PCC Sub-committee passed two resolutions:
1)
“Cllr A Fryer be granted a dispensation to speak only (but not influence the debate) at meetings of Llangattock CC on issues relating to Llangattock Green Valleys Community Interest Company and Llangattock Woodlands Group until the next elections in 2012 subject to:

a)
Cllr Fryer leaving the meeting room whilst any decision is discussed and taken;

b)
any change in circumstances to be notified immediately to the Community Sub-committee;

c)
that the dispensations not applying in relation to a grant, loan or other form of financial assistance over £500 made by Llangattock CVC to the above mentioned bodies/organisations; and

d)
this dispensation being overridden by any other personal interest Cllr Fryer may have.”
2)
“Cllr Mrs J Charlton be granted a dispensation to speak only (but not influence the debate) at meetings of Llangattock CC on issues relating to Llangattock Green Valleys Community Interest Company and The Green Valleys Community Interest Group until the next elections in 2012” subject to:  a, b, c and d as above.
RESOLVED: noted.
(d)
89/10 (a) One Voice Wales – Annual Conference and AGM

Cllr Mrs Charlton stated that, unfortunately, she had not been able to submit the proposed resolution before the deadline.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
89/10 (b) Powys CC – Code of conduct refresher training
Cllr Mrs Charlton reported that she and Cllr Powell had attended the training session at Brecon on 6.7.10. There had been a good attendance and they felt the evening to have been informative and beneficial. Cllrs Elliott, Cox, Mrs Wintle and Dr Morgan would attend the session on 28.7.10.

RESOLVED: noted.

(f)
89/10 (c) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Complaints Wales consultation

Cllr Mrs Charlton reported on the above document. She thought it to be well written and concise and a good model of a complaints policy. She felt it was worthy of support.
RESOLVED: noted and write in support of the above.

(g)
89/10 (f) British Gas – volunteers

Submitted: further email dated 19.7.10 from Mr M Butterfield, with an update on the above, including: 

· the BG volunteers would be painting the interior of the Primary School during the summer recess; 

· BG would also be providing ten new computers for the School; 
· cavity wall insulation and improved loft insulation at School to be completed in August;

· items submitted by Council and Hall Committee awaiting decision from BG.

RESOLVED: noted.

(h)
89/10 (h) Powys CC – Powys Secondary and Post 16 Education Modernisation Programme

Cllr Fryer gave a detailed account of the above, and it was noted that the document was useful and informative; however, events had moved on and further consultation papers were anticipated. Members also noted that the matter would be discussed at the Five Councils’ Liaison meeting on 22.7.10.
RESOLVED: noted.

(i)
90/10 Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting

Submitted: agenda received from the Clerk to Cwmdu & District CC for the above meeting at Cwmdu on 22.7.10. Cllrs Fryer, Elliott and Powell would attend.

RESOLVED: noted.

Cllr J Holmes arrived at this time.
(j)
95/10 (a) Coaches on Beaufort Road

The Chairman reported that he had spoken to The Old Rectory Hotel management and they had agreed to ensure the situation did not arise again. Cllr Holmes said he had also taken the matter up with the Hotel.
RESOLVED: noted.

(k)
95/10 (b) Dog fouling

Cllr Mrs Wintle submitted draft notices which were approved by the Council, and AGREED that they would be displayed on notice boards etc in the area.

104/10
Correspondence

(a)
One Voice Wales – National training programme for Community Councillors

Submitted: letter dated 17.6.10 from the O V W Training and Development Officer, with details of the next round of training sessions for councillors. There was a choice of six modules at venues throughout Wales. Members indicated their intention to attend the following:
· Cllr Mrs Wintle: ‘The Council’ at Talgarth on 28.7.10 and ‘The Council Meeting’ at Talgarth on 5.10.10;

· Cllr W J Elliott: ‘Understanding the Law’ at Blaina on 23.9.10;

· Cllr Fryer: ‘Chairmanship’ at Cwmbran on 16.12.10; and

· Cllr Mrs Charlton: ‘Understanding Local Authority Finance’ at Usk on 27.1.11.

RESOLVED: approved and that the appropriate fees be paid.

(b)
WAG – Local Authority Byelaws in Wales – consultation paper: Procedures for making, confirming and enforcing byelaws


Submitted: letter received 24.6.10 from the WAG Deputy Director for Local Government Policy, seeking views on the above consultation paper which proposed a simplification of the byelaw process in Wales   -   comments by 17.9.10. Members felt that as a general point, the simplification of the process should be a good thing.


RESOLVED: noted.
(c)
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Annual Report 2009/2010


Submitted: letter dated 23.6.10 from the Ombudsman with a copy of the above Report.


RESOLVED: received and noted.

(d)
Powys CC – Licensing Act 2003 – Statement of Licensing Policy


Submitted: letter dated 30.6.10 from the Powys CC Senior Licensing Officer, informing that consultation was underway on their above Policy in line with the requirements of the Licensing Act 2003 for a three year review. A revised Policy would be published in January 2011. A copy of the draft revised Policy was available online. Cllr Elliott said that he had viewed the document and thought it well written; however, he felt there was a defect in the legislation in that local councils were not consulted on licence applications, and also that the Licensing Authority issued a licence but was not responsible for any consequent matters arising outside the premises.

RESOLVED: noted and advise PCC accordingly.

(e)
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Review of the electoral arrangements for the County of Powys


Submitted: letter received 10.7.10 from the above Boundary Commission, with copies of their draft proposals for the future electoral arrangements for Powys   -  comments by 14.9.10.

Following discussion, it was AGREED:

i)
to defer further consideration and to raise the matter at the Five Councils’ Liaison meeting on 22.7.10 in order to gauge the views of colleagues on the other four Councils; and

ii)
in the light of the above, to convene a special Community Council meeting to formulate the Council’s response.

(f)
BBNPA – Chief Executive

Submitted: letter dated 9.7.10 from John Cook, the BBNPA Chief Executive, introducing himself, and informing that he and the Director of Planning, Chris Morgan, were planning to visit all the Community Councils within the NP to discuss any issues or concerns. They would be in contact at a later date to make arrangements.
RESOLVED: received and noted.

(g)
BBNPA – Local Access Forum

Submitted: copy of the minutes of the above Forum held on 4.3.10.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(h)
LACAS – surplus produce

Submitted: letter dated 29.6.10 from the Chairman of LACAS, asking if the Council would consider allowing the sale of surplus produce from the allotments to take place on part of the Recreation Ground on a Saturday morning.

Members were sympathetic to the proposal and it was RESOLVED:

i)
that the Council agreed to the use of the Recreation Ground as requested on a Saturday morning;

ii)
that the proceeds from the sale would be divided equally between LACAS and a local charity (to be named) and a notice to that effect displayed on the stall; and
iii)
that the Council would review the situation at the end of the season.


Cllr W J Elliott declared his prejudicial interest in the above and took no part in the decision.

(i)
LACAS – grazing of Glebe

Submitted: letter dated 29.6.10 from the Chairman of LACAS, informing that some of their members had asked if they could be considered when the grazing licence on the Glebe came up for renewal. The Clerk said that he had advised LACAS that they would have an opportunity to tender in the New Year.

RESOLVED: approved.


Cllr W J Elliott declared his prejudicial interest in the above and took no part in the decision.

(j)
Crickhowell District Archive Centre
Submitted: letter dated 15.7.10 from the Secretary of the above, informing that they would be holding an exhibition on 20 and 21 August at the CRiC to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Archive Centre.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(k)
Powys CC – Powys LDP Delivery Plan Agreement / Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Guidance


Submitted: letter dated 9.7.10 from Powys CC, inviting comments by 20.8.10 on the two draft documents (above), which were available at Council offices and online.


RESOLVED: received and noted.

(l)
Brecknock Access Group


Submitted: letter received 19.7.10 from the Chairman of the above Group at Brecon, inviting a representative to join them at future meetings. The Access Group was a voluntary organisation which tried to ensure that everyone had equal access to all services and premises. 


RESOLVED to consider further at the September Council meeting.

105/10
Clerk’s report.   Nil.

106/10
Planning applications.   Nil.

107/10
Planning decisions from the BBNPA.   Nil.

108/10
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
Allotments

Cllr W J Elliott reported that revised plans for the borehole had been submitted to the BBNPA. An Open day would be held on 11.9.10 and British Gas had kindly agreed to sponsor a marquee at the event.

(b)
Llangattock Green Valleys


Cllr Mrs Charlton reported on latest developments, including, micro-hydro, woodlands, Anaerobic digester/Biomass scheme.
109/10
Report from County Cllr J Holmes


Cllr Holmes said that he had taken up a number of matters of local concern with the Police Chief Inspector; advisory 30mph electronic signs would be installed on the A4077 at the Legar shortly.

110/10
Complaints

(a)
Cllr Mrs S Wintle stated that she had been asked by a Dardy resident why there was a delay in the Council’s minutes appearing on the website after Council meetings.


It was AGREED to inform the resident that the minutes were posted following confirmation by the Council.
(b)
Cllr Mrs Wintle said that following recent very heavy rain, the sewers had overflowed at her own and other properties in the village. It was understood that Welsh Water were dealing with the problem.


RESOLVED: noted.


The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.25 pm.
