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Llangattock Community Council

Minutes of the Council Meeting held at the Community Hall

on Tuesday 21 September 2010 at 7.00 pm

Present

Cllr A Fryer in the Chair

Cllrs H G Powell, Mrs N Stockham, Mrs S Wintle, W J Elliott, Mrs J Charlton, B Cox, R J Williams, Dr J Morgan   (9)

One member of the public

Apologies for absence

Cllr Mrs J Dobbs
122/10
Members’ declarations of interest.   Nil.
123/10
Minutes

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting and Finance Meeting held on 20 July 2010 and the Council Meeting held on 17 August 2010, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

124/10
Matters arising from the Minutes

(a)
103/10 (a) Public footpath at Cwrt Isaf
The Clerk reported that nothing further had been heard from Powys CC.

RESOLVED to follow up with PCC.

(b)
103/10 (b) Traffic calming in Llangattock village
Submitted: email dated 16.9.10 from Powys CC, informing that all landowners had verbally agreed to the amended proposals following consultation with the BBNPA in respect of the mature trees. It was hoped that a start on the project would be made in mid November with completion before Christmas 2010.

Members were pleased to note the above.

(c)
103/10 (d) One Voice Wales – Annual Conference and AGM

Submitted: letter dated 8.9.10 from the Chief Executive of O V W, with copies of the 7 motions for debate at the AGM.

Following consideration, it was AGREED that delegates be given discretion to vote taking into account the arguments put forward at the meeting.
(d)
103/10 (e) Powys CC – Code of conduct refresher training

Cllr Elliott reported that he and colleagues had attended the session on 28.7.10 and found it interesting and worthwhile.

RESOLVED: noted.

(e)
103/10 (g) British Gas volunteers

The Clerk stated that he had been informed that BG were unfortunately unable to undertake the items submitted by the Council. However, the painting of the interior of the Primary School had been completed.
RESOLVED: noted.

(f)
103/10 (h) Powys CC – Powys Secondary and Post 16 Education Modernisation Programme
Cllr Fryer reported that Powys CC would be giving an ‘in confidence’ briefing for school governors the following day. It was understood that a revised consultation paper would be published in the near future.

RESOLVED: noted.

(g)
103/10 (i) Five Councils’ Area Liaison meeting

Cllrs Fryer, Elliott, Powell, Williams, Mrs Stockham, Mrs Dobbs, Mrs Charlton had attended the meeting at Cwmdu on 22.7.10, together with representatives from Crickhowell TC and Cwmdu & District, Llangynidr and the Vale of Grwyney CCs. There had been an interesting presentation on the Fedw wood in Cwmdu by the Cwmdu Sustainability Energy Group, followed by discussion on:
· the BBNPA LDP, when it had been agreed to hold a joint meeting at Talybont-on-Usk to consider the latest proposals;
· Powys CC Secondary and Post 16 Education Modernisation Programme;
· update on Cwrt y Gollen proposed development;
· Review of electoral arrangements for the County of Powys.
(h)
104/10 (l) Brecknock Access Group

Cllr Mrs Wintle said that she would be interested in attending meetings of the above Group next year, when she would have more time.

RESOLVED: noted and agreed.

(i)
120/10 Crickhowell/Llangattock bridge
Submitted: press release dated 31.8.10 from Powys CC, informing that essential maintenance work on the bridge was due to start on 6.9.10. Further programmed work would then follow and PCC would put in place measures to minimise disruption to traffic.

RESOLVED: noted.

125/10
Correspondence

(a)
BBNPA – LDP

Submitted: letter dated 20.7.10 from the BBNPA informing that the Local Development Plan was approved for Deposit Consultation on 28.5.10. They had since undertaken to engage specialist consultees, including the WAG, which had necessitated delays. The NP had decided not to carry out further consultation during the summer holidays and due notice would be given to councils.
RESOLVED: noted.

(b)
WAG – Proposed Local Government (Wales) Measure

1)
Submitted: letter received 26.7.10 from the WAG Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, informing that the Proposed Local Government (Wales) Measure 2010 had been introduced into the National Assembly on 12.7.10. The Measure was the largest piece of legislation introduced into the Assembly and covered a range of issues relating to local government. Councils were invited to submit views on the Measure.
RESOLVED: noted.

2)
Submitted: letter received 21.7.10 from the Chair of the National Assembly’s Legislative Committee No 3 calling for evidence on the general principles of the above Proposed Measure. Provisions included developing and strengthening the role of community councils in Wales to deliver a wider range of services and to increase the effectiveness of their representational role and ability to work in partnership with other bodies.

RESOLVED to support the proposals in the Proposed Measure.

(c)
WAG – Local Government Partnership Scheme: Annual Report 2009-2010

Submitted: letter dated 2.8.10 from the WAG Local Government Policy Division, informing that the above Report was available on the website.

RESOLVED: noted.

(d)
Powys CC – Consultation on change of County Council’s political management structure

Submitted: letter dated 21.7.10 from Powys CC Strategic Director – Law and Governance, informing that PCC was considering changing its political management structure from a politically balanced 15 Councillor Board to an “Executive Arrangements” model. It was pointed out that the WAG Measure (ref b above) would require the Council to cease operating the current Board system and commence from 2012 either the model of Leader and Executive Cabinet or Elected Mayor and Executive Cabinet. PCC’s preferred option was Leader and Cabinet model which they hoped to introduce in May 2011 following public consultation.
Members discussed the above options in some detail, and following a proposition from Cllr Elliott it was RESOLVED by 5 votes for to 3 against and with one abstention, to support the Elected Mayor and Executive Cabinet option, as it was considered that it would have the benefit of electoral transparency on the election of a Mayor with a clear mandate from the electorate and consequent improved clarity of Council leadership and agenda.

(e)
BBNPA – Planning for sustainable buildings – all new homes

Submitted: letter dated 18.8.10 from the BBNPA Forward Planning Officer, enclosing a letter dated 13.8.10 from the WAG Chief Planner, Department for Environment and Sustainability with the above heading.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(f)
Brecknock & Radnor Community Health Council – complaints

Submitted: email dated 31.8.10 from the above CHC with information on their Independent Complaints Advocacy Service. The Clerk said that he had put copies on the local notice boards.

RESOLVED: received and noted.

(g)
BBNPA – 200th anniversary of the Monmouthshire and Brecon canal
Submitted: letter dated 3.9.10 from the BBNPA Tourism Growth Officer, inviting attendance at a meeting convened by the BBNPA, British Waterways and Forgotten Landscapes at Talybont-on-Usk on 21.10.10, to raise awareness of the 200th anniversary of the canal in 2012.

Cllrs Mrs Charlton and Dr Morgan agreed to attend.

(h)
Powys CC – A Shared Community: Improving links with Community Councils

Submitted: letter dated 8.9.10 from Powys CC Management Team and Member Support, stating that a number of authorities had used WAG guidance (A Shared Community) to support better working between County and Community Councils, via both parties signing up to a charter agreement. Charter normally included a commitment to hold regular meetings to discuss local matters etc and some authorities had opted for networks to discuss the devolvement of services etc. Views were sought by 22.10.10.

Members felt that the ideas were worthy of support and that closer links between County and Community Councils should be beneficial, and it was RESOLVED to advise Powys CC accordingly.

(i)
The Old Rectory Hotel
Submitted: letter dated 5.9.10 from the Rev K Richards, Rector of Llangattock, setting out his and his wife’s concerns over the disturbance from noise at events at the adjacent Old Rectory Hotel, particularly from amplified live music in a marquee in front of the main hotel building. They had taken their concerns to the police and Powys Environmental Health Department but the problems persisted.

Members fully supported the above concerns, and it was RESOLVED to write to Powys CC Licensing and Environmental Health Departments accordingly.

(j)
Llangattock Green Streets – Litter Pickers

Submitted: email dated 10.9.10 from the above group, informing that the bags of litter, tyres etc from their monthly litter pick throughout the Community were currently stored over the weekend at the home of one of their members, before being taken away by Powys CC Refuse Service. This had apparently given rise to complaints from neighbours and a new temporary storage site was being sought.

Following discussion, it was AGREED to suggest that the Litter Pickers approach Powys CC with a view to storing the monthly litter pick temporarily in the Clos Ciliau car park.

126/10
Clerk’s report
(a)
The Clerk reported that in the week leading up to the Green Man Festival at Glanusk Park at the beginning of August, he had witnessed pedestrians walking along the B4558 from the entrance to the site to Crickhowell. The road had no footways and was potentially dangerous. He had emailed the Police with these concerns and they had eventually put out warning signs on the worst sections.

Members recalled that similar concerns had been voiced three years ago, and were aware that the organisers had made some efforts to direct people onto the other side of the river where there was a public footpath, but they agreed that there was still a potential for an accident to occur, and it was RESOLVED to write again to Powys CC accordingly.

127/10
Planning applications.   Nil.
128/10
Planning decisions from BBNPA.   Nil.

129/10
Reports from Members on outside bodies

(a)
Llangattock Green Valleys

Cllr Mrs Charlton reported on latest issues, including: solar PV panels would be installed on the school and residential properties in October; talks were being held with the brewers regarding a possible sustainable future for The Horseshoe Inn in the village; a new supplier had been found for biodiesel following recent problems; the new firewood processor had been out on its first formal hire job.
(b)
Allotments

Cllr Elliott stated that the Open Day on 11.9.10 had been a great success; the prizewinners at the vegetable show had been given cups etc from the former Llangattock Horticultural Society; planning permission was still awaited for the borehole etc.

130/10
Report from County Cllr J Holmes.   Nil.

131/10
Complaints.   Nil.
